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THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr Alexander) took the Chair at 10.00 am, and read prayers.

SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AMENDMENT BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr D.L. Smith (Minister for South-West), and read a first
time.

ACTS AMENDMENT (CHEMISTRY CENTRE (WA)) BILL

Second Reading
MR CARR (Geraldton - Minister for Mines) (10.03 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill proposes to reflect the change in name of the Government Chemical Laboratories to
Chemistry Centre (WA) in all legislation where it appears. I commend this Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Court (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD BETTING AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MRS BEGCGS (Whitford - Minister for Racing and Gaming) (10.06 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill makes amendments to sections 26, 28 and 28A of the Totalisator Agency Board
Betting Act 1960.
Section 26 of the Act was included in the original 1960 legislation to provide a guaranteed
source of funds to be used for the establishment of a Statewide network of totalisator
agencies. This guaranteed funding was secured by the statutory requirement that
1.25 per cent of TAB betting turnover be paid into a separate bank account established under
section 26. Funds allocated to that account could be used only for certain specified purposes
consistent with the establishment of this network of agencies. While section 26 was later
amended slightly, this basic purpose remained predominant. The level of funding has grown
over time in line with growth in TAB turnover, and in 1989-90 the 1.25 per cent
appropriation is expected to total in the order of $6 million. Now that a Statewide network of
agencies is in place, this statutorily guaranteed allocation of funds for capital and related
purposes is no longer needed. Accordingly, the Bill repeals section 26 of the Act. This does
not mean that funds will no longer be available to the TAB for capital works, or that the
overall level of TAB funding will be necessarily reduced. However, it does mean that the
TAB will be required to prepare an annual capital works budget with capital funding to be
obtained either from retained earnings or through dhe general borrowing powers of the TAB.
Operating expenses such as depreciation, maintenance, repairs and debt servicing costs will
be debited to the TAB's operating account, rather than the section 26 account. This will
result in a greater degree of accountability for the use of these funds, consistent with the
recommendations of the Bunt Commission on Accountability. In the past, funds under
section 26 of the Act have been used by the TAB to purchase shares in companies, including
the company which operates radio station 6PR. The Auditor General in his report on the
TAB's 1987-88 firiaricial statements raised some doubt as to whether the funds from the
section 26 account should have been used to purchase these shares. To remove any doubt
about the legality of this transaction which was to benefit the racing industry, the Bill deems
such purchases always to have been valid and effective.

Because section 26 of the Act is to be repealed, existing references in sections 28 and 28A to
moneys to be set aside by the board under section 26 will also be amended by this Bill.

Section 28 of the Act sets out how the Totaisator Agency Board surplus is to be allocated to
the three racing codes. It also sets out how, once hinds have been allocated to the horse



racing and trotting codes, they are to be distributed to clubs operating within each of those
codes. The existing Act provides that this distribution within the horse racing and trotting
codes shall be in accordance with the formula specified in the Statute. With the changing
nature of both codes, it is too restrictive and inflexible to have this formula for distribution
specified in the Statute. Accordingly, the Bill provides that regulations may be made for
these purposes.
This amendment wil not in any way alter the sum of money payable to each of the horse
racing and trotting codes, but will allow greater flexibility in prescribing how the funds can
be distributed within each of those codes.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Clarko.

(GOLDFIE LDS - ESPERANCE, DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BILL

Second Reading
MRS BUCHANAN (Ashburton - Minister for Regional Development) [10.11 am]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to establish a Goldfields -Esperance Development Authority to
plan, coordinate and promote the economic and social development of the goldfields and
Esperance regions of Western Austraia.

In 1988 the State Government resolved to undertake the goldfields planning and
development study. A management committee with representatives from Government
agencies, local governiment, industry and commerce and the community was formned to
supervise the study which prepared a development strategy focused on enhancing the
economnic and social development of the region. One of the key recommendations of the
study was the establishment of the Goldfields-Esperance Development Authority. An
interim authority was established on 1 January 1990 and this Bill proposes the establishment
of the authority on a statutory basis. The functions of the authority will be to plan, promote,
coordinate and facilitate the economic arnd social development of the goldfields- Espe rance
region. This will be achieved by close cooperation between the authority, other Government
agencies, local government, private developers and comrmunity groups.

Government recognises the need for encouraging regional development and perceives as
essential the need for local comminunity input into decision making. It is only through
cooperation between Governments at all levels. private enterprise and local communities that
development, compatible with community expectations, can be maximised.

The proposed authority will have three main components: A board, two advisory committees
and support staff. The Bill provides the authority with powers and functions in the
goldfields-Esperance region similar to the powers and functions provided by the Geraldton
Mid-West Development Authority Act to the Geraldton Mid-West Development Authority.
The only significant differences are three additional members to the board and two regional
advisory commuittees to be known as the goldfields advisory committee and the south east
coastal advisory committee. The 10 person board will consist of a chair, deputy chair, the
director, ex officio, and seven other members. The board is the governing body and provides
policy direction for the authority.

The goldfields advisory committee will consist of a chair and not more than 10 members
who will be representative of the interests of the goldfields region. The south east coastal
advisory committee will comprise a chair arnd not more than six other members who will
represent the interests of the communities within the Shires of Esperance and Ravensthorpe.
The composition of both committees will reflect the special emphasis of the role of local
government and of the people from all areas of the guldfields-Esperance region. There
expertise and interest will provide a significant contribution to the development of effective
policies and initiatives.

it will be noted that this legislation will enable the authority to establish committees for the
purpose of assisting it to carry out its functions. Such committees will be able to examine
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specific areas of economic and social development and provide additional expertise and
community input. I am confident that through the proposed structure the authority will
integrate local community expectations into its decision making processes.

The staff of the authority is the third and most essential component of the proposed structure.
A small efficient and effective unit of nine staff, under the direction of the director and
board, will undertake the activities of the authority. Such staff would be employed under the
Public Service Act.

Funding for the proposed authority would, in the main, be provided from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund as approved by Parliament. In line with modem management practices in the
public sector this Bill emphasises delegated authority and accountability. The authority will
be based in the town of Kalgoorlie-Boulder with an office in Esperance and through its board
and advisory committees will ensure that decisions are made which reflect the priorities of
the goldfields-Esperance region. The authority will be accountable to and subject to
ministerial direction and to the Financial Administration and Audit Act, including the
preparation of audited annual reports.
A review of operations and effectiveness of the Act is proposed after five years. The review
report will be made available to each House of Parliament. I am sure the Goldfields-
Esperance Development Authority will provide the impetus for increased economic and
social development in the region. Already the authority has initiated a number of projects of
potential benefit to the region and these include -

strategies to enhance the quality of family life and to address issues of concern to the
women of the region:
improving commercial links between the inland and coastal areas of the region;

encouraging the diversification of local industry; and

pursuing the development of Kalgoorlie-Boulder as a mixed mode transport centre
for the inland and northern areas of the State.

Further projects are proposed in the authority's program for 1990-91 that will benefit the
region as a whole.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Cowan (Leader of the National Party).

EDUCATION AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
DR GAL LOP (Victoria Park - Minister for Education) [10. 16 am]: [ move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The purposes of the Bill are -

to formalise and regulate the operations of school bank accounts in Government
schools and the management of moneys held in those accounts; and
to ensure that appropriate provision is made for accountability.

The amendments are in keeping with current policies relating to the management of schools
and form part of a range of measures to encourage more efficient use of Government
resources. At the same time, the amendments meet Government requirements for
accountability for school funds. The amendments largely formalise existing practices in
schools and, therefore, will not impose additional administrative burdens on principals and
staff.
The Bill provides for each school to retain, in a school bank account, moneys from the school
grant and other sources, to expend the moneys in accordance with prescribed guidelines and
to invest any unspent portion of the fund for the benefit of the school. These provisions will
enable decisions regarding the management and expenditure of the moneys contained in the
school fund to be made at the school level.

The Chief Executive Office of the Ministry of Education is responsible for designating the
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person responsible for the management of the moneys credited to each school bank account
and the person authorised to operate the account. The school principal would normally be
designated as the responsible officer.
Accountability is ensured by the fact that the person responsible for the management of the
school fund is accountable to the Chief Executive Officer of the Ministry of Education.
Detailed guidelines are being developed to assist schools with procedures for administering
the fund and reporting on its operation. The chief executive officer retains overall
responsibility for all the funds concerned as the accountable officer under the Financial
Administration and Audit Act.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mrs Edwardes.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY - SIXTH DAY

Motion
Debate resumed from 9 May.

MR P.J. SMITH (Bunbury) [10.19 am]: I will conclude the remarks I was making last
evening about development authorities by reminding members opposite that when they
criticise the development authorities by picking on country areas they are doing a double
disservice. First, they do a disservice to the people who live in the country. Members
opposite may feel good attacking a certain group by saying it is receiving more financial
assistance than others, but they are setting the country groups against one another. The
bureaucrats in the metropolitan area gain from that because while the country groups are
arguing between themselves they are building their empires and ensuring that as little money
as possible is being directed to rural areas deserving of financial assistance.

The second negative for Opposition members is that when they attacks Bunbury and the
financial assistance it receives they say the allocation of funds is a political move. It may
make the Liberals feel good by saying to people. "You attack the nasty socialists who are
putting money into the regional centres". However, the local people in Bunbury are saying,
"Good on Phil and David Smith because they are fighting for us to get these things in our
area.' Not only does it have a negative impact on the Opposition because it increases the
number of votes for the Labor Party, but also it has a negative impact on people in the rural
area whom Opposition parties purport to represent.

I refer to the problems in the health system, particularly those involving the Bunbury
Regional Hospital. These problems have already been canvassed in this House, but they will
not be solved merely by members talking about them. We are all aware of the cost of
providing services and the increase in the number of people waiting for elective surgery.

Mr Blaikie: I am concerned that it looks as though the member is reading from a prepared
speech.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! If the member for Vasse wishes to take a point of order
he should do so, but it is not appropriate for him to interject in that manner.
Mr P.S. SMITH: The remark made by the member for Vasse is quite pathetic. Certainly
members are not supposed to use scads of notes or to read a written speech word for word,
but not all members are great orators and I am using some brief notes to assist me.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Bunbury is doing quite well and I ask him to
return to his speech.

Mr P.J. SMITH: That is pan of my speech because I want to reprimand the member for
Vasse, in his position as Opposition Whip, for the unfair advantage he takes of members.
For instance, the other day during discussion about the Bunbury Regional Hospital the
member for Vasse said that there was no excuse for my not being in the Chamber although
he knew, as Opposition Whip, that I had been paired because he had my name on a list. A
similar thing happened on Tuesday when the member for Nollamara was not in the Chamber
to move his motion. The member for Vasse asked where the member for Nollamara was
although he knew that the member had been paired. The member for Vasse is taking cheap
political shots at Government members, so that his comments will be included in Hansard.
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Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I understand the member for Bunbury's desire to defend
his position but I urge him to desist from this line of argument because, however justified he
or the member for Vasse may feel, this interchange is precisely the sort of thing that brings
the Chamber into disrepute. I ask both members to bear that in mind.

Mr P.J. SMITH: Everybody realises that a serious problem exists in hospitals around
Australia at the moment. The cost of services is increasing all the time, as is the number of
people waiting for elective surgery. The problem cannot be solved just by increasing
funding to the health system. The State Government has helped in some way by not -

Mr Blaikie: The State Government has closed down hospital wards.

Mr P.J. SMITH: Suggestions have been made by members opposite on where additional
funds may be obtained. It may be necessary to increase the Medicare levy. Whatever
happens, it is necessary for members of the community to sit down and address the problem.
I pay tribute to Mr Val Lishman, one of the senior surgeons in Bunbury, who is heavily
involved in this situation and has suggested to the Government - and I am sure to the
Opposition - that we should sit down as members of the community and discuss this problem
to determine what can be done. It is possible that a decision will be made that some people
may not be eligible for elective surgery. I hope that it is not necessary to adopt the system in
the United Kingdom whereby some people are told that they cannot have certain operations
unless they pay for them themselves.

Mr Clarko: That's a disgrace.

Mr P.J. SMITH: I totally agree that it is a disgrace and it is not something we want in
Australia.
Mr Clarko: It was brought in by Labour Governments.

Mr P.1. SMITH: The situation has been brought about by the Thatcher Government.

Mr Qarko: The Labor Party has destroyed the sound health system in Australia.

Mr P.J. SMITH: That is the member's opinion, but I do not agree. These days people do not
need to worry about huge bills from doctors after they have been in hospital nor about
appearing in court to answer a summurons from a doctor they cannot afford to pay.

MR WIESE (Wagin) [10.25 am]: I open my remarks by acknowledging the changes that
have taken place in this Parliament during the recess, and I congratulate our new Premier on
her appointment to that position.

Mr Clarko: She is not here.

Mr WIESE: I am sure that the Premier reads the comments made by members of the
Opposition, as well as those made by Government members. It is an honour for her to be
appointed to a position of such great responsibility. I am sure she will carry out her duties to
the best of her ability. The comments I shall make in this Address-in-Reply debate will
cover a number of different fields.

The first mailer relates to a recent visit I made to the United Kingdom, representing the
Western Australian branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. It was a
privilege to attend that conference and it was a great learning experience to sit down with
delegates from 20 other Commonwealth countries to consider specifically the parliamentary
procedures of the mother of our Westminster system of Government - the House of
Commons and the House of Lords. It was also very interesting to sit down with delegates
from 20 other countries and learn how the Westminster system of Government is adopted
and used in other Commonwealth countries. Many different systems of Government are
adopted by Commonwealth countries, all of which systems have their roots in the
Westmiinster system in the House of Commons. My specific point relates to the function and
proceedings of question time in the House of Commons. I noted with some interest the
remarks made yesterday by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and oilier members of this
House. I note with great interest that this House will now adopt on a trial basis the practice
of holding question time at two o'clock on Thursdays. It will be interesting to see how and
whether it works. Question time in the House of Commons lasts for an hour and takes place
at 2.00 or 2. 15 in the afternoon. It is held during the busiest part of the day, under the full
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glare of the media - radio, television and the like. It is the most important pant of
parliamentary proceedings, because it is the rime when members of the House have an
opportunity to question Ministers on the activities of their departments and other relevant
matters. My point is best made by detailing how question rime works in the House of
Commons.

The first thing one notices about question time in the House of Commons is the large number
of questions. All those questions appear in the Orders of the Day and are numbered.
Between 150 and 200 questions are detailed and constitute the opening questions to
Ministers. It is interesting to note that in the House of Commons a full hour is allowed for
question time and that during each three week period every Minister takes a rum and answers
questions directed to his ministry. Members can be assured that the Ministers do an
enormous amount of research'and have much background material to use to answer the listed
questions and other questions they anticipate will be thrown at them during question time.
This system has the advantage of ensuring that questions related to each ministry are asked
during every three week period. The fact that an hour is allowed to answer those questions
ensures that the operations of each ministry come under the public spodlight. It is a good
system and seems to work well. [ am sure that a system along those lines could be adopted
and would work in this Parliament.

When question time commences in the House of Comnmons the questions listed are called on
in order by the Speaker and the Minister answers immediately; there is no reading of the
question by the member who listed it. When the member's question has been answered he or
she is then entitled to ask a supplementary question, although it does not have to be closely
related to the listed question. That frst question sets the tone of the questioning of the
Minister on a particular topic. Once the Minister has answered that question, general
questions can be asked from either side of the House at the Speaker's discretion, but must
relate to the original question asked. In the case of a particularly topical and pertinent
subject, six or seven other questions are usually asked from either side of the House.

It is interesting that in many cases I observed in the House of Commons the most searching,
pertinent and difficult questions to answer were asked by the Minister's own backbench.
That was a great thing to see and showed that the parliamntary system and question time
were serving their purpose and that it was not only the Opposition but also Government
members who were questioning in great depth the operations of both the Minister and his
ministry. That is a procedure we should encourage here.

The other matter that should be noted about question tine in that Parliament is that the
questions were invariably short and sharp - I never heard a question of more than 15-20
seconds duration asked of a Minister. That is something we should try to incorporate in
question time in this Parliament. Of equal interest and importance was the fact that the
answers given by Ministers were, likewise, precise and to the point. That is another
approach that should be incorporated in our question time. If we had a similar procedure for
question time in this Parliament I am sure its operations would be improved enormously and
would be far more effective. Also, our standing in the eyes of the general public would be
raised enormnously. I am sorry the Speaker is not here today, and ts is no disrespect to you,
Mr Deputy Speaker, so that I could talk to him about a question time procedure along those
lines in this place as he would certainly have my absolute support and assistance, and that of
most members of the House, I amn sure, if he sought to implement such a system.

Another practice in the House of Commons of equal importance which goes hand in glove
with question time is the practice of statements to the Parliament by Ministers. In our
Parliament question time is often used by Ministers to make what I believe are ministerial
statements. In the House of Commons statements to the Parliament are made during a
special segment directly following question time. At the Speaker's discretion, two or three
times a week by arrangement a Minister who has an issue he wishes to bring to the attention
of the Parliament can make a statement in the period immediately following question time. I
believe that system should be operating in this House because lengthy statements and
readouts in answer to questions have no place in question rime, which is used in our
parliamentary system for statements by Ministers.

immediately a Minister has made a statement the shadow Minister has an opportunity to
reply. Time is then allowed for questions to the Minister about his statement. That
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combination of question time and a system of statements by Ministers works extremely well
in the House of Commons and I see absolutely no reason why it could not be introduced into
this Parliament and work as weU. If we had such a system I believe our operations would be
enhanced enormously.
Mr Read: What about their system of voting.

Mr WIESE: I will stick to outlining what I saw and will not comment on that.
I turn to the wool industry, a subject dear to my heart. I have to declare an interest here
because my income depends upon the wool growing industry's profitability. This applies to
the majority of farmers in Western Australia and a great number of farmers Australia wide.
The majority of Australian farmers are greatly dependent upon the wool industry as a major
source of farm income. My remarks will go beyond that because I will talk also about the
importance of the wool industry to the economies of small towns scattered throughout the
agricultural areas of Western Australia and Australia. Equally importantly, but not quite as
directly, the economies of the major cities and Australia as a whole are equally dependent on
the wool industry. I believe we will see that in the near future and I am sure that every
member of this Parliament is aware that the wool industry in Australia is on the verge of
difficult times.
Some people say that the wool industry is on the verge of a crisis. It would be fairly difficult
to argue against that in view of the present circumstances. As members will be aware, in
1970 or 1971 the wool industry introduced a marketing system of wool sales based upon a
reserve price which is backed by a system of levies on the gross income of wool producers.
Every wool producer in Australia pays a levy of eight per cent of his gross wool income to
the Australian Wool Commission. Three per cent of that money is spent by the Wool
Commnission on wool promotion and research. The other five per cent is invested in a
reserve price fund and is used to support the wool market should it undergo periods when
prices are below a set level. Eighteen months ago, the reserve price fund totalled
approximately $2 billion of Australian woolgrowers' funds and at the same time the
commission had just over 9 000 bales of wool on its hands which had been purchased by the
commuission under the reserve price scheme.
The present scene has changed dramatically. The $2 billion accumulated in the wool
industry support fund has gone. In its place, the Wool Commission has stockpiled almost
2.5 million bales of wool. The Wool Commuission is now operating on borrowed money to
support the reserve price scheme and woolgrowers throughout the country are faced with a
difficult decision. They have two alternatives; first, to abandon the present level of support
for the reserve price which is set at an average price of 870 cents. That would immediately
devalue the wool stocks held by the commission and consequently also devalue the wool
manufacturers' wool stocks. This would be an enormous loss to the industry. If that action
were taken, no guarantee could be given that any more wool would be used or that the wool
should flow out of the pipeline on to people's backs, which is where it should be. The other
alternative wooLgrowers face is to maintain the wool reserve price at its present level and to
increase their contribution to the wool industry fund. That appears to be the action desired
by the industry at present. The level of contribution that the woolgrowers face appears to be
in the vicinity of 20 to 25 per cent of their gross income which is an enormous increase from
the present eight per cent. The possible effect of such an increase is alarming, particularly
for the woolgrower, because his disposable income would decrease by between 15 and
20 per cent. That means he would have less money to spend in the community on household
goods and farm requirements such as superphosphate and other items.
The great thing about the Australian wool industry is that virtually every dollar coming into
this country and into the pockets of the woolgrowers is spent in Australia. In contrast to
other industries in Western Australia where profits through dividends and expenditure on
plant and machinery needed in the operations of those industries leave the country, every
dollar from the wool industry stays in Australia with the majority of that money staying in
the woolgrower's own State and town. Revenue from the wool industry provides jobs in the
community. A drop of about 20 per cent in that income would affect the community, the
financial viability of local businesses in our towns and the woolgrowers themselves.
Every member in this House should be aware of the situation facing the wool industry and
the rural areas in Western Australia in the coming years. It is essential that services
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providing assistance by way of counselling and other help be available. The assistance being
provided now by the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation of WA illustrates chat
services should not be allowed to run down. Those services should be geared up to cope
with the situation that the wool industry will be facing. The State and Federal Governments
should do everything they can to try to improve and maintain our wool industry through the
hard times. It is certainly my intention to do everything I can to ensure that happens and to
ensure the problems we are encountering will be tackled by the Government. I am sure
every member intends to help as best he can. We are facing hard times. We need to be
aware of and make provision for what we will go through.

Before concluding, I wish to refer to the changes proposed for local government in the
coming 12 to 18 months. I do not wish to comment in any detail on the situation because, as
members are aware, we have received only four of the promised eight position papers on this
matter. The position papers do not detail proposals to be included in the legislation and,
apparently, we will not be advised of those proposals until we see the draft legislation. The
position papers give us some indication of the direction that the Government will take in
redrafting the Local Government Act. Those position papers outline the many matters
currently being considered by the public. It appears the Bill, when drafted, will not reflect
the points raised by people at country local government meetings which I attended when
these issues were first being discussed.

Mr Gordon Hil: What issues are they?

Mr WIESE: The general outline of the positions being expressed on the drafting of the new
Bill. I refer to matters such as compulsory elections, four-year terms, two-year elections,
referendums - or, more importantly, no referendums - on boundary changes, the proposed
local government advisory hoard and its power to make recommendations to the Minister
about boundary changes, the ability of the Minister to instigate proposals for change, and the
fact that elections will be able to be held entirely by a postal voting system rather than the
present system.

Mr Clarko: That would go down pretty well in the light of the events of last Saturday!

Mr WIESE: Yes. Another matter is proportional representational voting.

Mr Gordon Hill: You are suggesting that the Government is going full steam ahead with
these positions.

Mr WIESE: Had the Minister been present when I commenced my remarks he would not
say that because I said they are position papers, but I believe they indicate the trends and the
thinking at this time. I have attended meetings around the countryside, and virtually every
local council in the State has had the opportunity of attending ward meetings in its area.

Mr Gordon Hill: How many meetings did you attend?

Mr WIESE: I attended the two which affect me. The meetings that I attended reflected
opinions which were very different from chose appearing in these position papers. The
discussions I have had with officials who were able to attend more meetings than me told me
that very different opinions were expressed at those other meetings. I will not pass comment
on, or condemn, the positions outlined in those papers; but I have some fears about the
direction in which they appear to be going. I hope that when we begin to consider the draft
legislation we will reflect the wishes of local government rather than follow the
Government's political agenda.

Mr Gordon Hill: Will you be submitting a position paper?

Mr WIESE: No. My position as a member of Parliament is to wait until I see the proposed
legislation. I will then reflect, as a member representing country areas, the opinions passed
on to me by representatives of local government in those areas. My role is not one of trying
to interfere with the process before it gets to the Parliament but to have an input when it gets
into the Parliament.

Mr Gordon Hill: I will be happy to discuss those issues with you so that you can have some
input at the formative stages. You might like to give some thought to actually putting in a
submission.

Mr WIESE: I will give some thought to the Minister's comments, but that is my opinion
about the way this matter should be handled by me as a member of Parliament.
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I now raise an issue which I have raised previously. There is a need for this Government to
address the requirements of some of the schools scattered around country areas. My specific
area of concern is in relation to the provision of covered assembly areas at some of our older
and less well equipped country schools. Two schools in my area, Wagin and East Narrogin,
have been trying for years to get covered areas. It is essential that the Minister for Education
address the needs of those schools.

Amendment to Motion

Mr WIESE. I move -

That the following words be added to the motion -

But we regret to inform Your Excellency that in the area of education the
Government has failed to provide sufficient resources and super-vision to
accommodate the needs of Western Australian children in the areas of -

(a) capital works and building maintenance

(b) wages and conditions of staff

(c) learning disabilities

(d) rural education, and

(e) the Iong-tenn comnmunity needs for a high standard of education.

MR NICHOLLS (Mandurab) ( 10.56 am]: I second the amendment to express my deep
concern about this matter and to echo the brief comments made by the previous speaker,
particularly in respect of covered assembly areas. More importantly, I raise the question of
the direction of and long-term community need for a high standard of education in Western
Australia. It is interesting that this morning an article appeared in The West Australian which
highlights one of the concerns I have. It is obvious that other people in the community also
hold this concern. The article is on page 3, and the headline is, "Doubts on classroom
'hypnosis"'. As I was driving to Parliament this morning I heard a comment on the Des
Guilfoyle, radio program, which highlighted the concerns that some people hold about this
suggestion. The newspaper article refers briefly to a document entitled, "Self Esteem -
Teachers Hold Some Keys", which explains how meditation can help to improve the outlook
of primary school children. All parents and people in Western Australia should be concerned
about this proposal, particularly when they consider the ramifications which could result if
this type of educational facility or tool was pursued. The doubts which have been expressed
are not confined to only one or two people in our community but have been expressed by
many.

The article quotes a Mr Brian O'Hare from Manjimup. I aim thankful to Mr O'Hare for not
only being able to source this information but raising it for public comment. He said -

"Anything that results in an altered state of consciousness, be it drugs or meditation
or hypnotism, should have no place in our education system,"...

While this view may be looking at an extreme use of such an educational tool in schools,
there definitely is a case for looking at why this may be introduced into schools.

I draw the attention of members to an article I read recently which caused me great concern.
The article appeared in the News Weekly on 3 March 1990, and it was headed, "Why
classrooms have become a battleground". It was written by Jim Bowen from Victoria. I can
say as a parent that that termninology is one which sometimes crosses my mind when I am
speaking to parents and children who are discussing the current education system in Western
Australia. Many issues are raised in that article, but the one which concerns me refers to
"values education". Values education seems to represent a situation where students are asked
to really examine the values they hold and then to question whether those values are right.
The article refers also to an article entitled "Values Education in Australian Schools", written
by Mr Rt. Gilbert, Dean of the Faculty of Education at James Cook University. He described
how the values of children are subjected to rigorous scrutiny and testing in the classroom
during both primary and secondary years.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Donovan): Order! I remind the member for Mandurah that
the conditions governing debate on an amendment to the Address- in-Reply differ somewhat
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from those relating to debates on the Address-in-Reply in general. I know that the member
will come to the point, but I point out the specific nature of the amendment and suggest that
he relate his remarks more closely to the specific items moved in that amendment.
Mr NICHOLLS: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. I am concentrating on the long term
community needs and standard of education. I am drawing attention to the point that if we
are to use educational techniques in schools we need qualified people. There must be
sufficient resources to accommodate children in all these areas. The needs of children are
paramount. However, the teaching of techniques is always open to suggestion, alteration or
reinforcement. I draw attention to the fact that the techniques used to cater for the needs of
higher education are sometimes questionable. In Western Australia that may be the case,
particularly where schools are asked to use techniques which allow strong persuasion to be
used to alter values or morals with which children may agree or disagree. The teachers using
these techniques may feel competent, but they may not have the expertise to ensure that the
children are safely accommodated. These children may become psychologically imbalanced
because the teachers do not have the expertise to control these techniques.

When we look at the educational parameters, we see some of the problems facing schools
today. They include wages and salaries, morale levels and attitudes of teachers. We
continually come back to (he bottom line which is this: Where is the educational system of
Western Australia going? Many people in my electorate are asking me about school based
decision making groups. What are we supposed to be doing? In the last few years not only
has decision making got out of control, but also it involves so many masters that no one
really knows what is going on.

Mr Omodei: School based decision making is the problem.

Mr NICHOLLS: That is one of the reasons for this amendment. Where are the funds
coming from, and who is spending them? When I write letters on behalf of schools in my
electorate I receive answers such as, "Due to the funds available," or "Due to the lack of
funds," or "it will hopefully be put up for consideration in the next budget." All that means
is that we have Buckley's chance.
To go back to the cheques which were sent out after a dubious election promise to people in
the community, they went out prior to the Federal election. That was a political ploy, but 1
question how we seem to have the money for a one-off cheque issue but we do not have the
money for the capital works needed for the long term educational needs of this State. One of
the schools in my electorate is the Mandurah Senior High School. I was fortunate enough to
be able to visit that school recently with the shadow Minister for Education. That school's
needs are dramatic. I request the Minister, when he has the opportunity, to look at those
needs. I appreciate that my electorate is growing rapidly and it has many needs. To point
out a few problems there: Ceilings are broken; water is coming through the roof; metal
structures are corroding to the point where they are very near to becoming unsafe; the
replacement of carpets is paramount - in fact, some of those carpets are becoming a safety
risk; water is undermining the parquetry floor; water is endangering electricity and machines
in the machine moom; and paint is peeling off everywhere. All these things need urgent
attention, but unfortunately we do not have the money. It would appear that these things
must go on the waiting list, but we have the money to send cheques to parents to tell them
how wonderful the Government is. The trouble is that we still do not have the hinds for
these essential repairs. Funds are not available for long term educational benefits.
I accept with some reservation the argument that some of the people who received those
cheques really needed them. There is no doubt that with the current economic situation in
Australia most families need every dollar they can get, but this does not provide for the long
term educational needs of this community.
Many other issues under education, particularly capital works and leamning disabilities,
require attention. One issue concerns educational facilities for those with disabilities. Many
people in our community require the provision of facilities and teaching expertise to ensure
that they receive a fair opportunity for education. 'However, the stress goes on staff,
particularly in schools where children with disabilities do not "qualif" - and that is quite
wide ranging. It is difficult to lay down parameters and say that one person will qualify and
another will not, but when we come down to the general stream of the educational system,
the teachers have to try to cope with particular children's disabilities.
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Dr Gallop: Are you against integration?

Mr NICHOLLS: No, I am not against integration. In fact I support the idea of a special
education unit in conjunction with one of our primary schools in Mandurah. However, we
should ensure that the necessary staff and expertise are available to assist the student and not
overload the existing teaching staff. When we get into cost cutting measures, we say, "She'll
be right" because the school has only X number of students and it can carry the burden. Not
only the child but the teachers and the whole school suffer from the stress. We are reaching
the point where many schools suffer from overloading. Money has been milked off the
educational system over the last couple of years and the problems are now coming out.

Dr Gallop: That is not so.

Mr NICHOLLS: I may be wrong -

Mr Pearce: You are wrong.

Mr NICHOLLS: I believe that the necessary facilities for classrooms and for capital works
have not been provided. We have seen a demountable city alongside the Mandurah Senior
High School for the last eight years. and it is still there. That is the school which is virtually
falling apart as a result of the lack of maintenance. We have problems in a new school
opening up.

Dr Gallop: It is as a result of the economic developments in your area.

Mr Macinnon: But the school is not being maintained.

Mr NICHOLLS: The needs of the children of this State are paramount. When we come
down to being able to send out cheques in the mail to individuals to honour an election
promise - not to schools but to individuals - something is wrong. The Government is not
sending the money to the schools saying they can give the money to decision making groups,
say $50 for every child to increase the facilities and buy equipment like computers or
something to put towards capital expenditure. The Government does not do that; it sends out
a letter in the mail with a cheque for $50 to the parents saying, "Spend it!"

Many of those schools are not paid all their school fees, but no provision was made for some
of that money paid by the Government to be proportioned off to school fees, or something
like that. I know we must be careful riot to dictate where people spend their money, but I do
not think the money should be sent to the parents. Rather, it should be sent to the schools to
be spent on educational facilities and needs. When it comes to the money spent in
electorates, if schools do not have enough money to continue maintenance or carry out
capital works, I wonder what the Government's motive was for sending out a one-off cheque
to parents.

Mr Pearce: Parents deserve some consideration too.

Mr NICHOLLS: They do, but the point is that the cheque to parents was a one-off cheque.
It is like the old saying: Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach him to fish and
you feed him for life.

Mr Pearce: Are you indicating the Opposition would scrap that allowance?

Mr NICHOLLS: I think the education system would be better served if the allowance were
paid to the schools and not to the parents.

Mr Pearce: Are you speaking for your party on this matter?

Mr NICHOLLS: Ilam speaking for myself as an individual on behalf of my electorate.

Mr Pearce: So your party may not agree with you on this matter?

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Donovan): Order! Perhaps if the member for Mandurah
speaks to me he might have more luck.

Mr NICHOLLS: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker, and I would appreciate the luck. There is a
major problem in the agenda I see this Government following. Let me return to my opening
remark about the values and parameters of education. The provision of school nurses is
another area that appears to be stretched to the limit because of funding problems. I know
this area may crop up in the Health portfolio but it is a resource that impacts on teachers
because not only must teachers be teachers and virtually social workers and nurses as well,

647



648 [ASSEMBLY]

but also now they must teach in overcrowded classrooms or dernountable cities such as that
alongside the Mandurah Senior High School. It is time this Government examined the
problems and evaluated its priorities rather than going into techniques that I view as a bit
suspicious on the basis of its agenda. The Government should promote some type of
direction that will get our education system off the back foot so that parents, the community,
teachers and students first of all know where they are going and, second, have the facilities
and resources to back them up.
In my view our economy and our future revolves around our children. The students
attending schools today are the people we will depend on in the future to run this State and
this nation. If we cannot provide the necessary services and facilities and if we do not back
up those by giving some sort of direction that is understood by parents, teachers and the
community in general, our students will not have a great deal of opportunity for success in
the future. It may be a case of students making their way into the employment market having
experienced the situation of the being the least equipped - or the most inadequately
academically equipped - in any period in our history.

I implore the Minister not only to make some hard decisions and impress upon his Cabinet
colleagues the need for capital works and maintenance, but also to impress upon them the
need to clean up the education system to get it out of the turmoil and directionless pit it has
been in for the last couple 'of years. The education system needs real direction and the
Minister should ensure that direction is communicated to parents and that the community
knows what he is trying to achieve. He should not do it in an underhand manner, by slipping
it in through reports or guidance. Let us get this State and this nation back on its feet. If the
Minister cannot do it I suggest he re-examine some of the alternatives available and bring
somebody in who can address the issues, make some impact and lead our education system
out of the quagmire.
MR FRED TUBBY (Roleystone) [11.14 aml: Mr Acting Speaker -

Mr Pearce: Has the shadow Minister for Education been sacked? I always thought you
would have been good at it, you know.
Mr FRED TUBBY: I thank the Leader of the House for his vote of confidence.

Several members interjected.
The'ACrINCI SPEAKER (Mr Donovan): Order! Can we please at least allow the member
for Roleystone to open his address?
Mr FRED TUBBY: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. The Leader of the House and I have a
very good relationship with regard to these things.

First of all, I congratulate the two new Ministers - and this is my first opportunity to do so -
on their promotion to the Cabinet. I must say we are looking forward to great things,
particularly at the Armadale Senior High School from the new Minister for Education. The
two new Ministers certainly did not start out in the Ministry with any great feeling of
confidence, because I have here a photograph of them when they were first appointed to the
Ministry and the caption beneath the photograph - and I am sure members all know which
one it is because it was in The West Australian - reads -

Dr Gallop and Mrs Buchanan take a front bench look at the Legislative Assembly.

If one looks closely at the photograph, one sees they are looking at the Legislative Assembly
from the Opposition benches.

Mr Bridge: The action happens over here, so it is quite right for them to view it from there.
Mr FRED TUBBY: It says they are taking a new look at the Assembly.

Several members interjected.
Mr FRED TUBBY: As the peanut gallery has just said, we are discussing a serious issue this
morning; that is, the subject of education. It gives me absolutely no pleasure, after spending
over 20 years in education, to support yet another motion to amend the Address-in-Reply
with regard to education. I have spoken about education in many previous speeches and I do
not want to repeat most of those remarks; however, two things have arisen, particularly over
the last couple of years since I left education, which I would like to highlight.
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The first concerns the Ministry of Education, and through the ministry the Government's
abdication of responsibility for the supervision and control of non-teaching staff, with
particular reference to gardeners and cleaners. In my opinion and the opinion of many
principals in the schools, the ministry has completely abdicated its responsibility to supervise
and correctly handle staff in these areas. It has abdicated that responsibility to the
Miscellaneous Workers Union, whose power and authority over the last two years have
grown beyond all the realms of reality. I do not know where its pipeline inns to but I
presume it runs directly to the Minister, because the field officers go out on behalf of some of
the incompetent people who are employed in some of our schools and prop them up, to the
detriment of not only the administration of the school but also the other workers who are
members of the union. I cannot understand this; it is completely beyond my comprehension.
However, a couple of cases have been drawn to my attention and I will highlight them for the
Minister so that he realises he does have a serious situation on his hands.
The first relates to a cleaner who was allocated the space she had to clean and refused to
clean that area. The union officer came to the school and told the principal that the union
would consider suing the Ministry of Education and the principal himself because the
wording of the letter was too strong. This resulted in a compulsory conference - these
conferences are held quite regularly nowadays - between the employee, the principal, the
union officer, and not even a high level officer from the ministry to support the principal but
a person from the ministry's industrial section. In all the cases that have been reported to
me, the principal is the person who is placed under the hammer. He receives absolutely no
support.

Dr Gallop: She.

Mr FRED TUBBY: I beg the Minister's pardon?

Mr Pearce: He is opposed to that.

Mr FRED TUBBY: I have nothing against the women.

Mr Pearce: He went into Parliament, he told me, because he disagreed with my attitude to
promoting people on merit and putting women in principals' positions.
Mr FRED TUBBY: It was not to do with promoting people on merit; it was to do with a lot
of other issues. I have nothing against merit but I am opposed to people being appointed
because of their sex, and!I will argue that with the Leader of the House any time of the day.

Mr D.L. Smith: You are not against affirmative action?

Mr FRED TUBBY: That is correct. I am against affirmnative action. The Minister can have
it on record. All is fair in love and play and everything else, *but it has to be fair.

Dr Gallop: I heard there was a Liberal Party meeting at the time the Premier took her
position and one of your members expressed the view that might create some problems for
the Opposition - having a woman as Premier - and one of your leaders said, 'You are not one
of these equal opportunists, are you?"

Mr FRED TUBBY: She does not cause us any problems at all, particularly the way she has
been performning over the past week and a half. She sat there red faced most of the time.

The second case I would like to bring to the attention of the House is as follows: At a
compulsory conference at another school a union officer said, "We control who works where
so we will fix up a transfer within the ministry." That is a direct statement from a field
officer of the Miscellaneous Workers Union. I think it completely sums up the situation as it
is seen by principals who have people on their staff in the cleaning or gardening areas who
cause problems. The third case is beyond the pale; it relates to a large senior high school.
Twelve months ago a gardener was transferred to that school, which has a senior gardener on
staff. I will not mention any names in respect of this case, but if the Minister wants to know
about the case, I will put it in writing and provide the names for him. The principal of the
school at which the gardener was previously employed had a great deal of difficulty
supervising him; the principal considered him to be incompetent at doing the job. The
gardener could not follow directions; the principal would go back at the end of the day to
find that nothing had been done around the school. The school grounds deteriorated to the
extent that the school council bought into the issue and demanded that the principal do
something about it. The principal was called to a compulsory conference and was made to
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feel that he was completely in the wrong. The gardener was propped up and supported at
every turn, and the principal found himself under the hammner. The principal agreed that the
gardener could stay on at the school provided that the principal had nothing more to do with
supervising him. The gardener was then placed under the training school at Middle Swan,
which was to supervise him.

After a few weeks the school council became so alarned at the condition of the school
grounds and the way the gardening was carried out, that it inspected the grounds every week
and wrote a report to the training school pointing out all the inadequacies of the gardener. In
desperation the principal contacted his local member of Parliament, who also happens to be a
Minister of the Crown. Very shortly - guess what - the Minister came out and looked around
the school grounds, and the gardener was transferred. Unfortunately he was transferred to a
senior high school where the senior gardener has been on the staff - as gardener and senior
gardener - for 14 years. The senior gardener does the work of two or three people, so that
large senior high school needs only the senior gardener and one other gardener. The senior
gardener does an enormous amount of work and has been a competent and loyal employee of
the Ministry of Education for 14 years at that school.

The senior gardener had exactly the same problems with the newly transferred gardener as
the principal of the previous school had with him. They could not get along; the gardener
was rakinig time off for all sorts of reasons. HeI had health problems; he had a stint on jury
duty, which was not his fault; he went off to attend union meetings; he went off to see
solicitors and all sorts of other people. That then increased the workload of the senior
gardener who had to carry not only his own job but that of his assistant gardener.

Mr Macinnon: In other words he was not at work.

Mr FRED TUBBY: He was not doing anything; he is completely incompetent. Finally the
assistant gardener abused the senior gardener at one of their confrontations and threatened to
hit him over the head with a slab of concrete. The principal was powerless to do anything
about it;, he was receiving no support from anywhere. The answer to the problem? Have
another compulsory conference. Once again the same situation arose. A field officer from
the MWU came out, took the side of the incompetent gardener right down the line and gav 'e
no recognition to the fact that the man had been transferred under a similar set of
circumstances from a previous school at the instigation of a Minister of the Crown. None of
his background was taken into consideration.

The senior gardener finally received the following letter from the industrial relations section
of the Ministry of Education, which I will read because I think it is pertinent to my argument
about the power of the union -

The Ministry will arr ange for you -

That is, a senior gardener who has been the ministry's loyal and hard working employee for
14 years -

..to be trained in Supervisory techniques and explain the standards required of all
Gardeners.
A six week trial will be effective from the date of .. 's transfer..

So the ministry will shift this incompetent clown to another school, to go through exactly the
same situation again. The letter continues -

..To assess your ability to supervise and work in tandem.

He has been doing that successfully for 14 years. The letter continues -

The result of the trial will detennine whether you remain as Senior Gardener at..
School or should be transferred to either a cleaning position or gardener working
alone at a Primary School.

In other words, transferred to a position outside his field of expenise - into cleaning - or to a
primrnay school where he would work on his own, which is a demotion because he is
currently a senior gardener. The letter continues -

The steps we are forced to take result from an inefficient and unproductive work
climate which seems to be affecting the school grounds and your health.
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My word, it is affecting the school grounds and his health! However that has nothing to do
with him but with some incompetent who has been propped up and supported by the
powerful MWU. The letter continues -

An industrial officer will be in contact with you to confirm the commnence date for the
trial.

I find it absolutely disgusting and disgraceful that a competent and loyal employee of the
ministry can be treated in such a manner. I think it is very poor and I think the Minister has
completely abrogated, at the whim of the MWU, his responsibility to support and look after
good workers in the system and to weed out those who are proven incompetents.

The second area I briefly mention is the perennial problem of the unit curriculum, which was
introduced to our schools by a previous Minister for Education. I have spoken about the
operations of the unit curriculum before, but unfortunately it continues to blunder along
without significant amendment. We have heard plenty of words and promises about it, but
we have not seen a great deal happen in reality. When the unit curriculum was introduced, it
was hailed as a "cure all" for the shortcomings of the Achievement Certificate. I will not
laud the Achievement Certificate as being the greatest system ever used in education, but it
did have some good points. Like every system it had some bad points. Those bad points
were supposed to be addressed under the unit curriculum, and some of them were. There is
no doubt about that.

However, like any system the unit curriculum also has faults. It also has some good points
which I would like to mention briefly. The unit curriculum gives provision for greater choice
by students, therefore making their curriculum more relevant to them;, students are able to
gear their subjects to their levels of ability; students are able to specialise in their areas of
interest; students have the ability to accelerate or decelerate through the unit sequences,
according to their ability; and the unit curriculum also provides for a greater involvement of
parents in the students' choice of subjects. I will come to the latter in a moment. The unit
curriculumn also removes the labelling of students into advanced, intermediate or basic levels,
which existed under the Achievement Certificate. Unfortunately while achieving some of
those aim, the unit curriculum also created a nest of problems. Probably one of its most
significant shortcomings was in regard to its implementation. I have spoken about this
before; the unit curriculum was rammed through in 12 months, with no pilot. That meant
that the shortcomings which could have been detected in a pilot of the system went straight
into our schools, and the schools had to make do as best they could.

At the same time as the system was introduced the Ministry of Education was undergoing
enormous restructuring; the people who would have been available to provide expertise to
implement the system without any problem were the superintendents in special subject areas.
However, they were wiped out in the same year as the unit curriculum system was brought
in. No wonder schools were left to flounder. They were under-resourced, under-staffed and
under-advised for the implementation of the system and were left to run their own courses.
Students have opted for less onerous subjects, and difficulties with timetabling have been
caused by limnited resources and staffing. The involvement of parents is in reality something
of a pipedreamn because although [ have been involved in the education area for many years,
and I was a high school teacher for six years, I had a great deal of difficulty advising my
daughter through years 8, 9 and 10. I feel very sorry for -all the parents who have had no
experience in education when they try to come to grips with helping their children decide in
year 8 the courses to be taken in years I I and 12. Crucial decisions have to be made at that
stage and they are not equipped to make those decisions.
Mr Clarko: Neither are the students.

Mr FREE) TUJBBY: That is right. The students are completely at sea.

I quote now a letter dated 18 April 1990 written to me by a concerned parent. The letter
reads in part -

The Unit Curriculum is very confusing to me. I have difficulty in understanding the
terms units, components, stages, terms and semesters: but it is clear to me that my
son has a teacher for a subject for about ten weeks or one term and then another
teacher for the same subject for the next term. In year eight my son had several
teachers for Maths and English. I worry about the effect of the constant change of
teachers.
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That is one thing that happens. Teachers are changing constantly and students cannot keep
track of their teachers. The teachers do not have the opportunity to learn a great deal about
particular students either. The letter continues -

The constant change of teachers makes it difficult for me to get to know the teacher.

If at the end of term my child has not done as well as I expected, it seems pointless to
discuss the mailer with the teacher if my child is not going to have the same teacher
in the next Term.

Further on the letter reads -

It is not right to chop and change teachers, similarly it is not desirable to chop and
change schools, parents or employers. Children should have the security of a teacher
for one subject a year. Children need the stability to enable them to develop into
trustworthy stable adults in an ever stressful and insecure world.

And further on -

On a personal level: It may be coincidental that my son received two certificates for
outstanding achievement in Science and has had the same teacher for three terms.
My son's words were "Aren't I lucky to have the same teacher."

And that child did not have the same teacher for a whole year, just for three terms. This
would not have happened under the previous system.
Many problems occur and these are two of them. Other speakers will no doubt mention a
whole range of areas affected by the shortcomings of the education system. I support the
amendment to the Address-in-Reply, and I will conclude by quoting the final paragraph of
the letter sent to me.

This letter has been difficult for me to write. I wish I was more concise and
articulate. I am not sure if this letter should be addressed to you, or the school, or the
Education Department, I hope you can help in some way.

I join this lady in appealing to the Minister to take rapid action regarding the Miscellaneous
Workers Union and the operations of the unit curriculum system in the secondary education
service,

MR AINSIVORTH (Roe) [11.34 and: The wording of the amendment to the Address-in-
Reply highlights some of the concerns my constituents have regarding education. I am sure
that those concerns are shred by people in other country electorates as well as those in the
city. The first part of The amendment refers to capital works and building maintenance, an
area where deficiencies have occurred for many years. I will highlight in no particular order
of sigificance some of the schools in my electorate which bear out the concerns about major
deficiencies in the building maintenance and capital works area.

The Kuhin High School is typical of high schools in country centres. Parents put in a lot of
effort, as well as their own personal funds, to provide maintenance to the school. The
computer room is housed in an old transportable which does not fill the climatic
requirements for computers. The room is hot and not well ventilated. The parents have
raised money to provide an air conditioner, but their request to the Ministry of Education for
funds to fit the air conditioner - to supply water and extend the power system. involving only
a few meters of cord and another power point - was rejected. This highlights the fact that the
ministry does not take any notice of what parents do to raise money. The parents were told
they should either raise the money for the installation of the air conditioner or try to get funds
fromi the mnror works grants.

I now raise the issue of safety at the same school involving an asbestos roof. Two busy bees
have been organised to tackle the asbestos problem. Parents dug asbestos fibres out of the
gutters on both occasions, so loose asbestos fibres are still floating around. That situation
needs attention.

Another matter which I have mentioned in this place on previous occasions is the lack of
covered areas at the Esperance Primary School. Bearing in mind the climatic conditions in
Esperance. especially in winter, this problem needs to be addressed. The school is one of the
older primary schools in the State and does not have the benefit of wide verandahs. Requests
for covered areas go back to before 1980 so this school has been waiting for over 10 years to
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receive some attention. The physical education specialist assigned to the school is forced to
use the library for her lessons, which means putting library shelves to one side, so the library
cannot be used for anything else daring those times. The saint situation applies when the
school holds an assembly. If the weather is not absolutely perfect the assembly is held
indoors, creating a very cramped and unsatisfactory situation.

An Opposition member: They are lucky to have a library.

Mr AINSWORTH: They are lucky, but the library is the only decent building at the
Esperance Primary School.

The same situation applies at the Ravensthorpe High School, which has been on the list for a
covered area for some time. Again, the community has taken the matter into its own hands
and has raised $1 1000. How many metropolitan schools raise money for capital works?
Maybe a few, if any. I repeat that the school has raised $1 1000 towards a covered area, but
still that school has had no response. I do not know whether the school is expected to raise
the total amount but it appears so.

Lake King Primary School has no preprimary centre. At the moment students are housed in
a room in the local hail which is some distance away and so those students are not really part
of the school. Part of the rationale for having preprumary areas adjacent to schools is that this
allows preprimnary children to integrate with the school system, so that they become
acclimnatised to the school environment as part of the school group. In the first year of school
that integration helps the children feel more at home in that envirornent and to become part
of the larger school group. With the Lake King centre the children go to the local hall and
may as well stay at home for all the social contact they receive. They are not meeting with
their older peers, and the situation is not satisfactory, Approaches made to the Ministry of
Education received the response that no transportable buildings are available. We know that
most transportables become permanent fixtures. The school needs a new building, not a
recycled transportable.

I have also mentioned before the situation at Nulsen Primary School at Esperance, one of the
three Government primary schools in the town. The administration area at that school is
about the same size as the Hansard cubicles in the corridors of this place. We all know how
pokey they are.

I have a letter from the Nulsen P & C association which states the following -

We are very aware of the chronic/comic lack of entrance cum foyer and office areas,
all being accommodated in what might otherwise be comfortably utilised as an access
way to offices and lunchroom. It is a sobering thought that the current
Office/Entrance/Foyer also provides such access way as teachers, pupils, parents,
office staff and visitors endeavour to expedite their various errands under utterly
impossible circumstances. It should also be noted that in this overcrowded and public
area, teachers must conduct interviews with students, parents or visitors unless a
vacant office or room can be found.

..The lack of these very basic facilities is an indictment of the Department's
attitude to our school.

That is a sentiment I wholeheartedly endorse. The other schools in Esperance are not so
sadly lacking in an administration area and its facilities. I cite some statistics to illustrate the
point;, it is a comparison of the schools in Esperance and each school mentioned has
approximately the same number of students. The Nulsen Primary School has a reception
area of 10 square metres. the Castletown Primary School has a reception area of 23 square
metres; and the Esperance Primary School has a reception area of 43 square metres. The
interview room at Nulsen is zero square metres - it does not exist. The interview room at
Castletown is 10 square metres, andI at Esperarice the interview room is I I square metres. At
Nulsen the reception area is used as an interview room, and that area is only 10 square
metres, while the other two schools have reception areas of 23 and 43 square metres
respectively.

On top of that the sick room is poorly located. ( quote againt from the letter from the Nulsen
P & C association -

The sick room is poorly located..
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In order that a sick child can be monitored, clerical staff must continually leave their
work stations and walk outside to the room; the door must be left open even mn
inclement weather in order that staff may hear a child who needs attention.

So, we have a situation in which the sick room is not under direct supervision at all times. If
a child is sick, the staff must disrupt their other duties to keep an eye on him or her. That is
totally unacceptable in this day and age. Members will agree that it would not be tolerated in
an industrial situation. The matter of a covered area at the Lake Grace school has been raised
with me. This is an inland wheatbelt town with extremely high summer temperatures. With
the amount of emphasis given to skin cancer these days. a covered area for assemblies arid
other activities is needed to counter the effect of ozone depletion as it becomes more
apparent.

I now refer to the wages and condition of staff. Again, 1 direct my remarks to country areas
as this situation needs to be addressed. A classic example is the Lake Varley Primary School
which has only two classrooms. This school has a preprimary class which meets in an
adapted storeroom, yet to reach this room the students must walk through the junior primary
clasroom. The projected figures for 1991 are 32 students in years I to 3. and IS in years 4
to 7. The only way in which the class size situation can be changed is with a different split
of the students to give 21 students in years I and 2, and 29 students in years 3 to 7. Itris
intolerable to have that number of students under that split working in one class. To have 32
students from years 1 to 3 in one classroom and to also have the disruption of preprimary
students passing through her classroom two days a week makes it difficult for a teacher who
has just come out of college - the teacher will be in her second year - to teach that class. This
school has been a priority for extensions for the Last two years, but funding has not been
forthcoming, and in the current financial climate in this State I do not see it eventuating
either.

Similar safety problems exist at two high schools in my electorate; they are the Esperance
Senior High School and the Gnowangerup High School. The Esperance school has a serious
problem in the manual arts/home economics centre. I went through the centre recently and it
was very worrying to see several arc and oxy welders housed in a small room with almost no
ventilation, apart from the doors and windows; the room did not even have any fans. Any
member who is familiar with the process of arc welding will be aware of the noxious fumes
it emits. This situation would not be tolerated in an industrial situation as a shop steward
would jump on it straight away. it is worrying that one of the manual arts teachers in that
school has seen a doctor and has been diagnosed as having a shadow on his lung. Whether
that was caused by working at the school is another question, but it certainly raises the issue
of compensation at a later date.

The problem at Gnowangerup High School involves the home economics centre. This is an
old school which has had minor modifications in the home economics centre over the years.
I viewed the area and found that the room had two stoves back to back in the middle of the
room with no benches attached to them. Therefore, a student had to take hot dishes across to
the side of the room. Again, the lack of safety in that procedure would not be tolerated in an
industrial situation.

Mr Wiese: That would be a breach of the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act.

Mir AINSWORTH-: If it was a factory or a restaurant, it would have been shut down.

Referring to wages and conditions of staff, the accommodation situation at some of our
country schools worries me as well. [ instance the situation at Newdegate Primary School;
the school has five staff, two of whom are accommodated in Government Employees'
Housing Authority housing. However, due to the staff break-up the single male and single
female staff share a house. That may not worry them, but it is a worry that they were forced
into that situation. Two other staff are not housed in the town at all - they are housed in the
Newdegate Research Station some miles away. However, one of the rooms in which they
are accommodated is required by staff members of the research station and I do not know
where the school staff members will go. This is the kind of situation that makes graduate
teachers unhappy to go to country areas. I am not surprised - [ would be unhappy if I was not
sure where I would be Living in a remote area.
It is relevant at this point to raise the question of the recent survey into the hours of work by
teachers. It was no surprise to many country members, I am sure, to find that country
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teachers spent more time at their tasks than their counterparts in the city. There are many
reasons for this, not the leat being the additional responsibilities involved in multi-graded
classrooms and the extra work involved in the devolution of responsibility and the school
based decision making program. I refer also to the appointment procedures in country areas.
The system has grave deficiencies. To highlight the fact I instance the farce which occurred
at Norseman High School this year. On day one the school found that five teachers had not
been appointed to that school. The appointment procedures should give country schools
precedence over city schools because it is easy for a city based teacher to relocate a week or
two before the school year begins without a lot of trauma. That is not the case in respect of
distant country appointments. Some of those schools were looking for temporary staff to fill
positions on the first day of the new school year; and that is totally unsatisfactory and does
not add anything to the quality of education in country areas. The orientation system for
teachers going into country service for the first time should be improved. Some district
offices have initiated orientation seminars and have provided booklets outlining conditions in
their districts. However, if appointments have not been made by the time the orientation
seminars take place these are of little help. A teacher was not appointed to the Lake Varley
Primary School until the last week of the school holidays. The newly appointed teacher was
lucky to find someone who had not taken a holiday after the harvest to help her with the
problems she encountered, such as an empty 40 pound gas bottle. That sort of situation does
not help the acclimatisation of city bred teachers who face the rather frightening experience
of being posted to a remote country area on their first appointment. That is sufficiently
daunting without having to worry about such things as whether the gas is connected.

I have spoken to two successive Education Ministers about the staffing formula in country
schools. At the moment the cut off figure for having three teachers in a country school is 51~
students. The Ministry of Education has no official flexibility although sometimes it does
exercise a litdle flexibility when the number of children drops below that figure. However,
the student numbers do not always work out as equitably as they might and flexibility should
be built into the system so that schools and parents do not worry about student numbers
dropping to the point where they do not qualify' for three schoolteachers. As I have outlined,
often the break-up of students is uneven as it is at the Lake Varley school.

I will touch very briefly on the question of learning disabilities. The iris Litis Education
Support Centre at Kellerberrin is outside the normal education system but it performs a very
special function. Two successive Education Ministers have not given me a commitment to
continue support for that school. The school has taken in some students who have come
from other so-called special schools. Either those students have not been doing very well or
their parents have severe difficulties with them. The Iris Litis Education Support Centre
works in a different way and its students have made major behavioural advances in their
ability to maximise their learning potential given their disabilities. It would be a tragedy if
this school were closed and those students were forced to go back to other institutions where
they had been unsuccessful.

Mr Taylor: This year the Government closed the special school in Kalgoorlie and sent the
students to Governiment primary and secondary schools. This has been very successful.

Mr AINSWORTH: I agree that in many cases integration is desirable but in this case I anm
talking about children with extreme disabilities and the children at the Iris Litis Education
Support Centre receive extra benefits that they would not receive elsewhere.

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley) [11.54 am]j: When the member for Roleystone stood, the
Leader of the House asked whether the shadow Minister for Education had been sacked. Mr
Deputy Speaker, would you relay to the Leader of the House the fact that he should be
cons istent when he starts a rumnour - am I being sacked or am I to become deputy leader?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not the Deputy Speaker's role to relay messages to members
in this place, but your point is taken.

Mr Pearce: I thought it may have been your ambition.

Mrs EDWARDES: I know that the rumours started with the Leader of the House, in the
halls of the Trades and Labour Council.
In relation to capital works and building maintenance, I have received a number of queries
from parents, P & C associations and principals during visits to various schools. Mandurah

655



Senior High School is perhaps not the worst school in the State, but it is certainly coming a
close second behind Pemberton, a point raised already today by the member for Mandurab.

Mr Pearce: Will you refer to the school buildings, because these are not had schools, they
are excellent schools.

Mrs EDWARDES: The Leader of the House is absolutely correct. Schools are not made up
of buildings but of students, teachers and principals and I am grateful for his clarification.
The Mandurab school is only 11 years old but funds have not been spent on its maintenance
and ir is badly designed. The school has no gutte ring in areas where it is needed and, if funds
are not spent on that school, the time will come when it will have to be closed so that the roof
can be removed and the structure rebuilt.

I have raised several queries with the Minister. In a letter dared 1 May 1990, Dr Gallop, the
Minister for Education, in answer to my query about additional facilities for the
Ravensthorpe District High School, outlined what I believe is the crux of what this
Government is doing, or not doing, in terms of capital works and building maintenance. He
said -

I am aware of the need to provide these facilities at a number of schools throughout
the State. The programme of provision, however, must be closely related to the
availability of funds after the comruitments to provide additional pupil places in those
schools with rapidly increasing enrolmnents have been met.

Dr Gallop is saying, in short, that the Government has no money. The education policy of
the Australian Labor Party at the 1989 State election had on its cover the heading, 'Peter
Dowding. A future you can believe in" and referred to 'continuing high standard of school
facilities and materials". It states on page 15 that the Government will be -

continuing a major allocation for a works and maintenance programme for older
schools, particularly in disadvantaged communities;

increase the provision of covered assembly areas;

The member for Eyre has referred to the requirement for a covered assembly at the
Esperance Primary School. The policy continues -

In all government schools, there will be clean, comfortable lunch areas, protected
from the weather.

For the Government to carry out its promises made at the last State election it will need to
implement its policies, rather than responding with gobbledegook like 'availability of funds
after the commidtments to provide additional pupil places". We all know that student
numbers in schools are increasing but the Government must work out how the pressures it
has placed on those schools through unit curriculum and other changes to the education
system have impacted on the bricks and mortar in those schools. It also impacts on the
teachers in those schools.

While on the subject of capital works and building maintenance I will refer briefly to the
removal of asbestos from schools, a subject which has been raised by other members. I am
not taking an alarmist approach, which I have been accused of in the past, but I am asking for
some form of communication. Parents, principals, teachers and students would like to know
what is happening about the removal of asbestos from schools. They would also be
interested to hear what has eventuated as a result of the ministerial task force. It handed
down an interim report in December last year and identified seven schools - Dwellingup
Primary School, Perth Modem, Applecross Senior High School. York District High School,
Beachlands Primary School, Pinjarra Primary School and John Curtin Senior High School -
which are to have the asbestos replaced.

Several members interjected.

Mrs EDWARDES: The issue of asbestos is a community concern because it is found in our
homes, fences and office buildings and should be dealt with as such. I advised the former
Minister for Education that I would be happy to work with the Government in respect of this,
but we need a management plan to ensure all schools are considered. I have identified the
schools which required attention and I advise the House what has occurred in those schools
to date. All the asbestos from the Dwellingup Primary School was replaced over the
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Christmas break. The asbestos areas at the Perth Modem School have been sealed and will
be replaced in the next Christmas break. The works cannot be done during the school year
because of health factors. The science block, library and manual arts centre at the
Applecross Senior High School still have an asbestos roof. The area has been sealed but
there is no information on replacement. Pinjarra Primary School understands there are plans
for replacement of the asbestos in the school building, but they do not know when it will be
replaced - this comes back to communication. The York District High School has not heard
anything about the asbestos problem since last year. They believe the asbestos in the school
will be replaced, but they do not know when. I was unable to find out the situation at
Beachlands Primary School and the roof at the John Curt in Senior High School remains in a
poor condition and they have no information on when it will be replaced.

I refer members to one of the new publications which comes out of the bureaucracy titled,
"All part of the Service" and in doing so I remind members that I have identified the report
which was handed down last year and which referred to seven schools which needed
attention. In the publication and under the subheading, "1990 School Sidelights" it is stated
that about 250 schools are being treated, in order of priority, to eliminate possible asbestos
fibre dangers. I ask the Minister to identify those schools and advise the House of the
management plan he will put in place to allay the fears of and restore the confidence in the
principals, teachers, parents and students in each of the schools.

Mr Ripper: Are you endorsing the report of the expert comnmittee which examined these
hazards that there is a negligible hazard?

Mrs EDWARDES: I cannot grasp the point of the member's question?

Several members interjected.-

Mrs EDWARDES: The ministerial task force was appointed to investigate these matters.
However, with reference to asbestos fibres many reports claim that one blue asbestos fibre
can cause mesotheliomna. If we are referring to one blue asbestos fibre we are talking about
eliminating all risks and not the fact it is a minimal risk.

The Government's policy in respect of learning and/or physical disabilities is to integrate
those children into mainstream schools. While I applaud that policy it comes down to
parents having a chokce, and in many instances parents do not have a choice. For example, I
know of a famnily which came to Western Australia because of the father's occupation and
one of the children suffers from Down's syndrome. This child had been successfully
integrated into a local primary school in Victoria. The parents were unable to integrate their
child into the local primary school in Western Australia because an education support unit
was situated at another school a little further down the road. The Minister encouraged the
parents to send their child to that unit. The fact is that the child was able to be integrated
quite satisfactorily in Victoria and he was responding well and there were no behavioural
problems to warrant the child not attending the primary school. I acknowledge that with the
integration of that child there needed to be individual support for him. Each child should be
considered on his merits and circumstances. In some cases parents choose to have their child
integrated into normal schools and, if it is the Government's policy, they should be
encouraged to do so. In other cases parents do not want their child to be integrated into a
normal school and they want the benefit of a special school like the Iris Litis School. I
endorse the comnments by the previous speaker when he said it is a unique school. I had the
opportunity to visit the school -

Dr Gallop: Did you informn the local member?

Mrs EDWARDES: Of course we did.

Dr Gallop: I do not think you did.

Mrs EDWARDES: The Iris Litis Education Support Centre is unique and provides
educational facilities for children who are incapable of being integrated for their own benefit
and provides them with education and personal and social development opportunities.

Dr Gallop: Did you say they are inicapable of being integrated? What do you mean by that?

Mrs EDWARDES: These children are extremely difficult to integrate into a normal
classroom. One refers to these children as having special needs and challenging behavioural.
patterns. In considering that one must also consider the type of classroom those children
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would be integrated into. If parents send their children to that school because they believe
their child will receive the best education possible they should be given that choice. The
school is unique because it teaches the children to become independent and in many cases
the children find employment which is an added advantage of creating work and life skills. I
encourage the Minister when he visits the school in the next week or two to examine it
carefully because a school of its kind should be retained, encouraged and promoted around
the State.

Many children have specific learning disabilities. The characteristics of the behaviour of
some of the children with specific learning disabilities are characteristics one would normally
accuse children of- I refer to mood swings, inconsistencies, poor coordination, poor
attention, spatial difficulties, being uncooperative, aggressiveness, distraction, poor
organisation, social difficulties, poor concentration - I have accused children of this -
hyperactivity, directional problems, confusion, clumsiness and passiveness. Teachers are not
being trained to identify specific learning disabilities when they look at the behavioural
patterns of these children. They regard them as uncooperative and consider that they should
be put outside the classroom or sent to the principal. They may have a disability which is not
being identified and in same instances ir is recommended that these children be given Retinal
to keep their behavioural pattern at a certain level so the teacher can cope with them. Of
course, this will not assist children to develop to their full potential. The question is: Can
these children receive the necessary educat ion to enable them to grow to their full potential?

One of the specialists recommended that one of these children be given a typewriter to assist
with his coordination in a classroom, but the school principal refused to allow him to use a
typewriter. That child is now at an alternative school and is progressing extremely well. I
encourage the Minister to look at a training level for teachers which would enable them to
identify children with specific learning disabilities at an early age, rather than their being
identified at a later stage: for example, in the Children's Court, which was where I saw them
in the past. Students with learning disabilities should be identified early and teachers should
be trained to do this. We are talking about a group which possibly consists of more than
10 per cent of the student population; that is a huge group of students to ignore. Further
evidence indicates that between 60 and 80 per cent of juvenile delinquents have a learning
disability. Our education system is ignoring those students. It is fine to concentrate on
reading difficulties but it is necessary to go further and pay some attention to specific
learning difficulties.

I now bring to the attention of the House the proposed wages and conditions of staff in the
recent agreement signed by the Ministry of Education and the State School Teachers Union.
Last year I had a large file containing details of teachers' concerns in connection with their
dispute with the department, and in a matter of weeks the size of that file is increasing to the
same level as previously. The agreement contains serious inequities and anomalies, and
there is widespread concern in the profession. I ask the Minister to indicate how and where
he will rectify some of those inequities arnd anomalies. I received a letter from one principal
stating that it was inequitable to equate the workload of principals and deputies of class I
schools of 300 children and 20 staff with that of class IA schools of 600-700 children and
staffs of 36 plus. The letter continued -

flow can an increase of some 18% to principals of Class IA (700+) and 10% to
principals of Class I primary schools (to July 1990) be justified whilst one of the
lowest increases of all, 5.5% (to July 1990), is granted to Principals and deputies of
Class IA schools?

The letter continues -

Who in their right mind is going to now apply for a large primary school in places
such as Port H-edland, Carnarvon, Kalgoorlie, Kambalda etc. when they can sit in a
comfortable metropolitan school of 300 children and receive the same salary?

Those are the sorts of concerns teachers have at the moment. If the Government wants to
alleviate some of the stress and concerns that teachers and principals raised last year, this
agreement will not help. The principal of the Woodvale Senior High School, which has
more than 1 100 students, will earn the same as the principal of the Bridgetown District High
School. The difference in the responsibilities of those two positions is enormous.
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Dr Gallop: What does the National Party think about that?

Mrs EDWARDES: The National Party members will have dhir chance to speak. This
package has been rejected by teachers and right across the board they have expressed
concern to the Minister, as they have to me and to the State School Teachers Union. The
package has been described as a top heavy salary package and one principal who has given
30 years' service has said he may as well get out of the system. It is worth nothing to him to
remain, and the education system will lose many principals and teachers with years of
experience who will lose seniority under the new salary scale. What will be the effect of die
new salary package? It has not addressed the need to encourage experienced teachers to
remain in the classroom, the lack of suitable graduates joining the teaching profession, and
the resignation rate of good teachers because the salary at the top end of the wage scale is
insufficient.

I make the following positive comments to the Minister, because I am concerned about the
long-term community needs of education in Western Australia. Communication has been
identified as one area in which the Ministry of Education is falling down, together with the
lack of a management plan. The future of this State is in the hands of our children, and their
education is in the hands of teachers. A crisis is looming in education in this State and the
Minister should reconsider the proposed wage package. Let us make no mistake, this
Government has no friends in the education system among the educators.

DIR GALLOP (Victoria Park -Minister for Education) [12.15 pmn]: Today's debate
illustrates a number of points about the approach the Opposition takes to educational matters.
Basically, it addresses the education issue in a very one by one manner. The Opposition
looks at a particular school, at the particular classification of a teacher in terms of the wage
agreement, or a particular problem in one area; however, it has no philosophy overall. It has
no framework within which to assess the education system and teil the people of this State
where it stands on the education system generally. Three areas ilustrate this only too Well.

Any Government must have an overall economic framework within which it considers
issues. Even individual agencies of Government need that framework. Once the overall
allocation of funds has been determined it is necessary to make hard decisions about the way
that allocation is distributed. That has always been the case. Those hard decisions must be
made according to needs. Opposition members focus on their particular district and, ipso
facto, decide its needs must be greater than those in another area. The Minister, with the
advice of the ministry, must determine the proper allocation overall. We need to know from
the Opposition how much it will spend on education. When asking that question, we must
also ask what is the Opposition's point of view on its Federal counterpart's policy on overall
Government expenditure. There is massive inconsistency between what is said at the level of
the national Liberal Party, what is said at the State level generally and the issues raised in this
Parliament.
The second issue in which a framework is required is in the overall philosophy of education
to indicate priorities in educational issues.

Mrs Edwardes: We have told you.

Dr GALLOP: No, the Opposition simply lists a set of issues but does not bring them
together in an economic and educational framework.

Thirdly, if we are to talk seriously about wages, the Opposition must state its position on the
matter. The Liberal Parry is in power in New South Wales and has presented a wage
package. State Governments throughout Australia have presented wage packages. It should
not be beyond the ability of this Opposition to tell the teaching profession what its wage
package is. Of course, it does not want to do that or to face the hard questions about where
to allocate resources in capital works, or to face the hard decision of detrnining a wage
system within the context of the award restructuring system. The Opposition knows that if it
does so it will be necessary to make a hard decision of one interest versus another.

Mr Shave: You would not know how to manage a business. You are incompetent.

Dr GALLOP: It is good to see the member for Melville in the House today. On a work
value basis, he would not come out too well given his attendance in the Chamber.
Mr Clarko: At least he is here, unlike the Premier.
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Opposition members: Where is the Premier?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! These remarks from the Opposition benches are
unnecessary. If members had listened to the radio this morning, as I did, they would know
that the Premier is on her way to Canberra. Although remarks of that type are reasonable on
a one-off basis, I have heard them repeatedly in the last few days. It is not fair or tolerable in
any member's absence to comment in that way, particularly when there is a valid explanation
for his or her absence.

Mr Clarko: It arose because of a member talking about one of our members not being here.

Dr GALLOP: The Opposition's failure to develop such a framework means it is in no
position to criticise the Government. The capital works expenditure figures for education are
quite revealing. Presumably it is the past three years to which the Opposition refers when it
says that we had major difficulties in respect of capital expenditure in this State as a result of
WA Inc. However, the figures show that in the period 1987-88, $42 million was spent on
capital works; in 1988-89, $54 million, an increase of 28.7 per cent; and, in 1989-90.
$64 million has been spent - this is an estimate but we are close to the end of the financial
year - an increase of 20 per cent.

Mr Pearce: When I took over the job less then $30 million was spent by the former Liberal
Government.

Dr GALLOP: Since the member for Arrnadale became Minister for Education in 1983 the
overall increase in capital works in real terns is 128 per cent.
Mrs Edwardes: Please give figures per unit, or per student, Minister.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Dr GALLOP: I will narrow that down; it represents the many new schools built in this Stare
in recent times. In the past three years, the so called years of WA Inc, the number of schools
has increased from 731 to 751 in 1989 and, of course, more schools are being built this year.
The Government can say two things about this: Firstly, we are building new schools and,
secondly, our State is growing and prospering. One of the difficulties in the area of capital
works expenditure, as all Education Ministers have acknowledged, is striking a balance
between new schools and old schools. Each year we face the difficult task of balancing the
upgrading and improving of existing schools against the need for new schools.

MrT Macinnon: It is difficult indeed, but -

Dr GALLOP: The criticisms of the Leader of the Opposition mean nothing unless he tells us
what the Opposition would spend on education.

Mr Macinnon: We will spend a hell of a lot more and we will not waste $850 million.

Dr GALLOP: I hope members of the public note the response of the Leader of the
Opposition in that he will spend. "A hell of a lot more." That was a good example to our
young students! The problem with regard to new schools as opposed to the upgrading of
existing schools is acknowledged and we certainly must get the balance right. Given the
population growth in this State, that is difficult to do. I had the pleasure recently of opening
new schools in the electorate of the Minister assisting the Minister for Education with TAPE
and also of opening additions to a number of schools including Boyup Brook and Mt Lawley
Primary School, which I am sure is dear to your heart, Mr Deputy Speaker. The member for
Collie is not here, but I am sure she would acknowledge the importance of the Boyup Brook
additions. We are responding to the needs of our schools in terms of not only new places but
also additions and improvements.

I acknowledge, as do all Ministers, the difficulty in striking that balance. If one looks at
other issues from a longer term point of view things such as land purchases ensure that we
will be in a position to cope with increasing demands. The amount for land purchases has
risen from $1 million in 1987 to $2 million in 1989-90. This indicates that the Government
is planning for the future. There is no evidence whatever to indicate that we are allowing the
education system to be undermined by our choice of capital works priorities overall.

Facilities such as libraries, covered areas, toilets and administration upgrading have
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experienced a doubling of expenditure in the past three years from just aver $2 million to
mare than $4 million. We are trying in these areas to assess the projected needs of our
society and where we must target expenditure so that we can shift money into those areas.
These figures indicate a Government comnmitted to improving the quality capital works
system existing in the State. Nevertheless, priorities must be set and resources allocated.
Opposition speakers think there is no such thing as resource allocation priorities in a big
ministry 1like education, yet the number one issue is how resources are allocated throughout
the system. Members opposite have not indicated the total amount they would spend on
education.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Marmion will come to order!

Dr GALLOP: Having dealt with the overall question of capital works expenditure, and
having noted that the Opposition has no precise answers to the questions I put to it an this
issue, I move on to teachers' salaries. It is important to point out that the State Government
has agreed upon a $41 million package of salaries, support and additional promotional
positions far 1990-91.
Mrs Edwardes: And don't they love it!

Dr GALLOP: Would the member for Kingsley spend more? Surely she can answer that
question? Would she spend more on the wages package?

Mrs Edwardes: There would not be the anomalies and inequities contained in the Minister's.
package. He has done a deal with the Teachers' Union-

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! In order that we complete this debate with reasonable
order I suggest two things: Firstly, that the level of interjection for the past several minutes
from the Opposition benches has been unacceptable and there is such a multitude of
interjections that no speaker could attempt to answer or field them all. Secondly, if the
Minister redirects his remarks through the Chair I am sure that will assist.

Dr GALLOP: The wage package demonstrates this Government's commitment to
considering the teaching profession in an objective way and in relation to the national wage
system. This is something that the Opposition seems unable to cotton on to. At no stage of
their argument did Opposition members refer to the situation in New South Wales where
they have a Liberal Government.

Mrs Edw aides: Talk about Western Australia, not New South Wales.

Dr GALLOP: If Opposition members cast their eyes to New South Wales and ask the
teaching profession in that State what liberalism means for education they might get same
interesting answers.

Part of this Government's wage package will provide money to carry through our overall
philosophy of devolution to schools. We have provided a $3 million package for
management trainiing to accompany that devolution. One of the points made by the
Opposition is that the Government introduces changes without hacking them up with proper
implementation. I hope the member for Kingsley agrees that in that area educational
leadership is a vital issue if the quality of our education system is to be improved. The role
of principals in the system is crucial in determining what the outcomes will be. This
Government has put its money where its mouth is on that issue. Seventy full-time equivalent
promotional positions have been created through the wage package in recognition of the
stresses and strains brought about by devolution. The structure is an improvement in the
number of staff that will be available to deal with management issues at a local level.

Mr Clarko: What devolution?

Dr GALLOP: Is the member against devolution?

Mr Clarko: You won't allow schools to decide whether students will wear uniformns; that's
how much devolution you have given them.

Dr GALLOP: That is a totally different issue. The $3 million has been paid into that area
supported by 70 full-time promotional positions. The wage agreement represents a major
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breakthrough in the Australian context. Compared with the other States, our teachers are
now in career positions allowing them to progress. Some relativities have been upset.
Anyone who did not realise that an award restructuring, commenced a few years ago, would
upset ref ativiries, does not understand the award restructuing system. Critics need to justify
and explain their attitude to the wage system we must work within.

Since becoming Minister for Education, I have been able to improve one other small thing;
that is, the position of a small group of teachers forced to resign as permanent staff when
they married. That system existed prior to 1968. One of my first actions as Minister for
Education was to ensure that those women were entitled to become permanent members of
the teaching profession.

Mr Clarko: You did not give them their seniority as you should have done.

Dr GALLOP: Is the member suggesting the move should have been retrospective?

Mr Clarko: You should have given them seniority, not just made them permanent.

Dr GALLOP: Sour grapes.

Mr Clarko: You should have given them seniority.

Dr GALLOP. This Government has taken the initiative and made improvements yet the
Opposition cannot even applaud the changes.

It is imrpossible in my position, given the time available, to respond to all the individual
points raised by various members about capital works expenditure.

On the issue of education support, if any Government in this State has made a bigger
commitment to the needs of handicapped children, I would like to know about it. No other
Government has made a greater commnitment.

Mr MacKirnnon: The member should come to my electorate office and see the people who
queue up to talk about handicapped children and education.
Dr GALLOP: Thirty education support centres have been built since 1984. Surely the
member for Kingsley applauds the development of education support centres in our schools
because they enable parents to have a wider range of choices than were previously available
to them- A number of special schools and education support centres have been established.

Mr Macinnon: How many of those have you closed down?

Dr GALLOP: Does the Leader of the Opposition mean educational special schools?

Mr Macinnon: No, special learning difficulty programs.

Dr GALLOP: This Government has opened up a lot more than it has closed down. It has
taken a major initiative, known as the first steps program, for children with learning
problems in primary schools. It is a magnificent initiative.

Mrs Edwardes: The first steps program has nothing to do with specific learning disabilities.

Dr GALLOP: The member for Kingsley does not understand the program. This
Government has added to the resources available to the education system to support
handicapped children as is clearly indicated by the support centre movement. The range of
choices for parents has been widened. This Government has increased parents' expectations
in the special education area willingly and openly because it believes in moving forward to a
new era to provide extra opportunities for handicapped children. The Opposition has never
taken those steps. It is almost impossible to put forward a coherent argument with the
babbling from the Opposition. It has no coherent philosophy on education. Does the
Opposition stand for the philosophy of the Liberal Party of New South Wales? What is its
view on the devolution philosophy that the Government has pursued? What is its view on
unit curriculum? Does it support unit curriculumn? What is its view on education support
centres and the increased integration allowed in our system? There are no coherent positions
from the Opposition on education.

In conclusion, the Government is placing the education system in a position to tackle the
major issues facing us in the last years of the twentieth century.
MR STRICKLAND (Scarborough) [12.36 pm]: I support the amendment. I congrarulate
and wish Dr Gallop well in his ministerial appointment. First, I want to comnment on what the
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Minister said. People to whom I have spoken have alluded to me that there are many
problems in the education system wit which the Minister will have to deal. Those problems
are mounting. Professional people in education do not normally approach politicians. They
tend to face their problems in a professional manner through their staffroom meetings, their
unions and so on. When they start approaching politicians with concerns, alarm bells start
ringing in my head. However, I will come to that later in my speech.
The Minister has queried the Opposition's approach to education. The Minister said chat all
the Opposition ever does is bring to this Parliament examples of schools in trouble. Is that
not the job of a local member who is frustrated with his lack of success in trying to solve the
problems of schools in his district?.

Dr Gallop: It is also the job of the Opposition to say what its overall philosophy is.

Mr STRICKLAND: The Opposition will do so and does that at appropriate times. Debate in
Parliament is an opportunity to bring the problems of the people to the notice of the
responsible Minister.

Dr Gallop: How much money will the Opposition spend on capital works?

Mr STRICKLAND: The Minister brought to the attention of the House the problems with
school toilets. A letter from the Newborough Parents & Citizens' Association sent to the
director of operations in the Ministry of Education states -

One major and urgent area of concern, over which the parents have no control, is the
toilet block. It is our understanding that this will be replaced in the future. However,
because of the amalgamation of the two schools, it has become an even greater health
risk. The majority of the junior boys cannot reach the urinal button and therefore it is
not being flushed. The stench is pervading not only the girls side of the ablution
block but also the adjacent sports storeroom.

Mr MacKinnon-, How long has the toilet block been there?

Mr STRICKLAND: The school has been in existence for 45 years. It has never been
upgraded and the school is still waiting.

The Minister also wanted to know what the Opposition's position was on wages. Itris my
understanding that senior teachers - those who do not seem to have received very much from
the wage package - and those people who have been involved in teaching know that the
engine room of the education ship in the schools is the senior teacher.

The senior teachers are responsible for directing staff and controlling what happens within
departments. The senior teachers are very concerned about their position. The Minister
mentioned relativities; they have taken a drop.
Dr Gallop: So are you seeking to increase their salaries? Would you give tern a big
increase?

Mr STRICKLAND: I do not know what incirease I would give them but I know that in a
relative sense they have not fared very well compared with everyone else. If the Minister
wants experienced teachers to stay in the education system rather than going out and selling
ice creams he should perhaps address their expectation to want and get promotions, so that
they are encouraged to stay in the system. The Minister said an additional 70 promotional
positions are now available, but that number is peanuts when compared wit the number of
people who want, and are waiting for, promotions.

The Minister talked about capital works expenditure, and he quoted figures of plus 28 per
cent, plus 20 per cent, and so on. The Government has no option but to build new schools,
and one would hope that it is meeting the demand for new schools, but what is important is
not how much the Government is spending but whether it is getting value for money. I
accept that new schools have to be built to accommnodate the increased growth rates, but that
is really not relevant because any Government has to do those things.
We have been talking about the up front expenditure, but the problems which have been
expressed to me relate to maintenance. I wonder whether the Minister would be prepared to
stand in the House and give us all the figures for maintenance;, we could then see whether the
budget for maintenance has increased at the same rate or whether things have been put on
hold. It is nice to hear that the Minister is thinking ahead by allocating $2 million to
A75471-1
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purchase land for schools that will be needed in the future. However, chat is an ongoing
requirement of Goverrnent. I hope that $2 million will be enough. In saying that, I reflect
on the acknowledged $300 million loss - and the very probable $800 rmillion loss - of WA
Inc. If the education budget were a quarter of that, it would be $200 million, or $ 100 million,
and that is a lot of money which could have been put into maintenance to alleviate the
problems.

An amount of $3 million is to be spent on management training because of devolution. I
support the concept of devolution, but the system has been changed and the responsibilities
and workloads of all teachers and people involved in education have increased to the point
where they must receive management training, so I see that as simply meeting a
responsibility, or an imposed necessity. I hope that $3 million will be enough. I was told by
someone that about two years ago, when there was talk about changing the courses in the
maths 2 and 3 areas, a promise was made that because of the problems in the past, such a
course change would be adequately funded by a professional development in-service course
to allow people to get up to steam. However, I have since been told that instead of the course
being of one week's duration so that people can be educated about what is happening it is
now only a two day course for senior teachers and a one day course for other teachers. The
feeling among teachers is that that period will be entirely inadequate.

I turn now to the problems at the Newborough Primary School. I acknowledge that since I
spoke about this maner a year ago we have been successful in getting a deputation to the
formner Minister for Education, who in fact acknowledged the needs of the school and some
sont of priority plan so that the matter could be addressed. That is the way one now has to do
business, unlike what happened previously. When I was elected to Parliament I found out
that promises had been made, and commitments had been given in writing, but they had not
been honoured and there was a great air of discontent and uncertainty among the parents and
teachers at the school. I acknowledge the progress which has been made. However, it is
with concern chat I indicate to the House that the progress for the students has been small.
The students were to be relocated ftom a junior school to the Newborough Primary School,
and the buildings and rooms had to be upgraded. An amount of $40 000 was found by the
department to upgrade some of the facilities. The parents put in a large amount of effort and
work on that upgrading and they got much more than $40 000 worth of work out of it, and
they are very proud of their involvement.

However, what has really put the cat among the pigeons is that the parents have found out
that although money is tight, $105 000 has been allocated to upgrade the accommodation at
the district office. I have written to those in charge, and I am waiting for an answer, but that
is of great concern to the parents because they are trying to improve the facilities for their
children and have found out that although some money has been provided to the school, most
of it will go to the district office. The district office will need to be in a good position to
justify that expenditure.

I raise now the Technical and Further Education section. Members will be aware that there
have been some movements in some of the initiatives and directions that are being taken in
TAFE, and I do not want to be critical about them, but I am critical about the way in which
this has been happening. I know that Governments have to make decisions such as these;
however, they have a responsibility to look at what is going on and then perhaps have a
reassessment and, if necessary, an adjustment. An advertisement appeared in the Stirling
Times of 13 March 1990, which said -

TAPE in Western Australia currently faces the biggest and most exciting challenge in
its history.

That is a nice statement. The advertisement continues -

TAFE's main aim is to ensure that WA has a vocational education system which
meets the needs of the community for a highly skilled labour force and provide
opportunities for individuals to develop skills needed to enable them to meet their
economic, personal and social goals.

There is nothing wrong with that. The advertisement continues -

The establishument of the Customnised Training Agency has been set up to meet
industry and government needs for customised, quality training through fee-for-
service courses and consultancies.
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There is nothing untoward about that; the direction is reasonable; but I wonder how it will be
implemented. I have been approached by two people, and the first thing they said to me was,
"For goodness' sake, George, we do not want to lose our jobs. We have been given an
instruction; we are not allowed to talk to anyone about this. So, please, do not cause us to
lose our jobs." That comment concerned me because people should be free to talk. I
understand there is a need to channel official communication through someone, but people in
lecturing positions should not feel as though they are in a controlled, oppressive situation.
So I asked myself, what is all this customised training? A publication was faxed to me,
headed "Customised Training Delivery Strategies 1990".
The metropolitan colleges of TAFE will set up business centres in each college. Members
will be aware that college courses generally cover two aspects: Award courses and
commercial activities. The rationale behind setting up the customnised training agency is that
there is an urgency, accentuated by no growth in State and Commonwealth Budgets, and a
Commonwealth resource agreement which requires TAFE to be more entrepreneurial. It is
not unreasonable to say that TAPE should work towards meeting demands, increasing
productivity, and taking award restructuring into account. There is nothing wrong with that;
it is quite reasonable to be thinking in that direction.

My concern relates to delivery strategies. In 1990 it has been estimated that 12 per cent of
the total contact hours available across the campuses will be dedicated to activities such as
customnised training agencies. Award programs have been adjusted accordingly, and every
department will participate in customised training activities. That means that 70 per cent of
the profits from these activities will go back to the department of origin and help to fund
things such as equipment purchases, professional staff development, and the reinvestment of
moneys in CTA marketing initiatives.
What does that mean? It hag been brought to my attention that the Minister might took into
the fact that we have units now costing up to $200 or $300 each semester. I have been told
that the salaries for the CTA people are in the order of $ 100 000. 1 am not aware whether
this will result in a profit or not, but the concern of those involved is that perhaps the scheme
is not running at a profit, and if it is not running at a profit, how will professional
development, equipment and so on be obtained? One of the problems is the inequity in these
courses. When computer courses are offered, hundreds of people want to enrol because of
the great demand by people to become involved in computing. Requests to head offiace for
curriculum developments have met with the reply, "Sorry, there is no funding." My major
concerns relate to the following statements -

(a) Departments that are unable to dedicate more than 8% of their contact hours
to CTA activities in semester one but are able to demonstrate via their
Business Plans that 16% of their contact hours can be effectively customnised
for CTA activities in second semester will obtain access to those hours
without adjustment for 1990.

(b) Departments who are unable to satisfy the requirements of (a) and cannot
substantiate other inhibiting factors peculiar to their area of study can be
required to release contact hours to other departments where their Business
Plans substantiate a demand in excess of the contact hours identified within
the 12% allowable limit.

That statement was faxed to me; I shall not indicate where it comes from, but it is a
circulated statement on the matter. It means that lecturers are asked to focus on business
plans and commercial activities to facilitate their courses, and they are not focusing, as they
did before, on education.

When a teacher is asked to do something new, he often puts as much time into the new little
bit, simply on preparation, as he did into the whole of the area he was formerly working in. I
have been told that this is likely to lead to an amalgamation of lectures. When lectures are
amalgamated in a practical sense, flexibility is lost; students do not have as much choice in
their mix of subjects, and that may well lead to them having to attend courses for longer in
order to obtain their qualifications. The proposal will involve 22 hours' contact time and
eight hours' DOlT time. The 12 per cent to CTA means that three and a half hours a week
will be devoted to business type activities, and that is not an area in which they are trying to
concentrate. May I indicate that we are concerned that in 1991, 20 per cent, and in 1992, 30
per cent will be devoted to that objective, so the teachers feel under threat.
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MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [12.56 pm]: I have some personal experience in education,
having been a teacher in a number of schools for many years, both here and overseas. I
attach great importance to education. I would like, as the previous speaker has done, to
congratulate the Minister on his elevation to that position. From this side of the House I can
say that I have great confidence in the Minister. He has shown a very good grasp of the
matters for which he is responsible. Knowing his concern for and very genuine interest in
the education of our young people, I know that our education system will go from strength to
strength while he is the Minister responsible for it. The education of our young people is of
great imrportance to the members in this place. It is obviously inportant to the Government
because some 25 per cent of our State Budget is allocated to education.

I would like to take up the reason why I see education as being so important and so deserving
of the amount of money being spent on it, before turning to some of the points mentioned by
speakers opposite. It has become very obvious in our changing world that we have to make a
commitment, both finiancially and in resources, to improving the educational standards of our
young people if we are to cope with and compete in the international arena. The very large
changes which we see taking place, not only in our technology but also in our society, place
a great strain on our education system, and that is something whiich the Government has set
about addressing since 1983.
Reflecting on the personal contact which we, as members of Parliament, have with the young
people of Western Australia I am convinced that education has an intrinsic value which we
wish to promote. All of us. when visiting our schools, will have been impressed with the
standards which we see our young people accomplishing, with the way in which they put
their hearts and souls into the various activities conducted in their schools, and the great joy
which comes to those students in the fufilment of their aims. I know this applies also to the
majority of teachers and other adults involved in those schools. So education for our society
is a major undertaking which is deserving of the resources allocated to it.

Sitting suspended from 1.0010o 2 .00 pm
[Questions without notice taken.]

Mr KOBELKE: Our education system has great value to the students and staff and the many
people who contribute to make our education system what it is. While I am pleased to have
the opportunity to touch on the positive aspects, I express my disappointment that the
Opposition has failed to treat this amendment in a maniner that I would consider as serious.
Many problems are confronting us, but focusing simply on intdividual items without drawing
them into a wider pattern or policy is treating the whole education system with contempt. l
hope that debate can extend to the matters that need to be discussed. I say that without
casting aspersions on some members opposite who have a great deal of expertise in
education - I have listened with interest to their contributions. However, while the
Opposition lacks any constructive or cohesive policy in education, the State will be the worse
off for it. A danger exists in attacking individuals or certain parts of the education system in
that it is talking down the system which serves us well.

Education is about much more than the money which goes into the facilities, buildings and
staff. It is very much a human endeavour and is very much about the perceptions held by
students and the community. While individuals continue to harp on and try to make
mountains out of nmolehills about problems occurring in their electorates, we are in danger of
conveying to the comnmunity a respect for our education system far below that which it
deserves. Our education system has some very large positives - on the whole it is of a very
high standard. In some areas of education Westemn Australia is a world leader. Due to time
constraints I will not dwell on this for long, but I will mention one or two aspects.

[ was involved in computer education in the late 1970s and into the 1980s, and there was a
time when Western Australia was competing with the leading two or three nations in
computer education. The world of computers changes quickly, so that I cannot vouch that
this is necessarily the case today. However, we made huge steps along the road to computer
literacy in our primary and secondary schools. In mathematics we implemented a revised
curriculum which in many respects was a world leader. We should be proud of our
education system. Given that our education system covers the largest State in Australia, and
given the number of people involved in preprimary, primary, secondary and tertiary
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education, with bath Government and non-Government schools and the many special groups
involved, a wide range of issues must be considered when discussing our education system.
Mr& Trenorden: It is no different from any other State in the country.

Mr KOBELKB: Correct. If we are addressing the education system in terms of improving
the quality of education, we must take the broad view and not consider only individual
problems occurring in particular schools within our electorates. That is what some members
have done in this debate.

I turn now to some problems that I hoped the amendment from the Opposition might have
addressed. I regret that members opposite did nor take the trouble to discuss the major
problems in the system. Changes in the workplace have meant that preparing our young
people, and preparing those who wish to return to the workplace, requires the education
programs to change dramatically. Thac places considerable stress on our education system.
Perhaps the greatest problem is the pace at which these changes are taking place. I give a
simple example: In the late 1970s and into the 1980s the digital watch became a very
common sight on people's wrists. We might regard a digital watch as a modemn invention.
but we should keep in mind the fact that when Neil Armstrong landed on the moon he did not
know of digital watches - they were not available at that time - but today students in primary
and secondary schools take them for granted as the digital watch was introduced prior to
their birth. This is an example of how a simple technological invention can quickly change
people's thinking. The same thing applies in many other areas.

Mr Court: Do you know who invented the crystals for the digital watch?

Mr KOBELKLE: No, but please enlighten me.

Mr Court: Two people were involved and one of them was a gentleman called George
Taylor who lived in Nedlands.
Mr KOBELKE: I was aware that the crystalography section at the University of Western
Australia was a world leader.

Mr Court: He gained his degree at UWA, his doctorate in London and then worked at
Princeton University.

Mr KOBELKE: We require a higher standard in both literacy and numeracy to keep up with
the pace of change and the problems it causes for us. Some critics would take issue with the
standard of literacy and numeracy, but they cannot produce any research data other than to
indicate that these standards are increasing. The problem is that the expectations and the
demands placed on our people is that the standards should always be higher. An example of
this would be in the work force on the wharves throughout Australia. In the 1950s almost
30 000 people were employed on the wharves; the figure today is between 5 000 and 10 000
employees, although the figure is nearer to 5 000. In just this one area a fairly large work
force of manual labour is no longer required and there has been a drastic diminution in the
number of jobs available. That can be seen in many areas of our work force, and the
implications for the education system are obvious. Since 1983 both the Federal and State
Governments have addressed that issue in a major way and the retention rate in years 11 and
12 has almost doubled since 1983, which represents a massive increase in the number of
students staying at school to complete their secondary education. That change has massive
implications for the education system.

Mr Wiese: Is it not because there are no jobs or apprenticeships?

Mr KOBELKE: That is definitely not true, and the member may wish to address a question
on that subject to the relevant Minister if he wishes to get his facts straight. A deliberate
policy has been put in place to increase the number of students who finish their secondary
education, and it addresses the quantitative changes necessary as well as ensures that the
education provided is relevant. That is a mailer for discussion on another day, because a lot
remains to be done. I feel that more should have been done and more needs to be done in
this area.

I refer to a comment made earlier by the Minister that since 1983 this Government has made
a financial commitment to education with the result that it has not suffered through lack of
funds. While obviously we would like more money to be spent, the Government has
honoured the commitment it made. We should not turn aside from the qualitative aspects of
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the education system and the need to manage the changes and see them progress in the most
productive way. Before saying more on that subject, I mention to members opposite who ask
for more money to be spent on schools in their electorates that I too would like to do that for
constituents in my electorate. Members of Parliament can play a positive role by drawing to
the attention of the Minister the needs in their electorates. However, if they stop theire and do
not address the major issues they are selling the education system short.
I also comment on the particularly poor choice made by the member for Kingsley with
regard to the need to commit funds to a certain school. She referred to the physical facilities
available at the Mandurah Senior High School as some of the worst of the schools she had
visited. At the same time she drew to our attention the fact that the school was planned and
constructed under a conservative Government. which perhaps indicated more than she
wished to about the Opposition's commitment to education when it had the power to do
something about it.
I turn to the need to improve qualitatively the standard of the education system. It is a major
question which the Government addressed immediately it took office in 1983. The Beazicy
inquiry was set up and through an exhaustive consultative procedure with parents, teachers,
the teachers' union and community groups the Government set about establishing what
changes were needed to the education system. We are all aware of some of the hiccups and
problems that have arisen from that process and I do not back away from the fact that things
have not always run as smoothly as the Government would have liked. The issue has been
addressed in a thorough and comprehensive way and the solutions arrived at after broad
community discussion of the problems involved and their implementation. Bearing in mind
that the Ministry of Education employs 20 000 people and provides for hundreds of
thousands of students, and taking into account the parents, families and others involved
directly or indirectly with the education system, not too many people in Western Australia
are not impinged on in some way or another. Given the size of the institution and the
importance of the undertaking, one could not but accept that some problems will arise when
trying to redirect the education system in a major way.
A move has been made to implement the Better Schools policy, which was also referred to
by a previous speaker, and a number of problems have arisen. It would be far better to deal
with matters such as the fitting of a gas bottle for a country teacher, as raised by a previous
speaker, which may seem minor to this House but are important to the individuals involved,
at a local level rather than to bring them to the attention of the Minister. The whole idea of
Better Schools is to devolve to the local level the power and ability to deal more effectively
with those issues better left at that level.
Mr Clarko: Do you like the Better Schools policy?

Mr KOBELKE: Most definitely. It may need some refinement and amendment but I am in
favour of the broad policy. The establishment of the decision-making bodies in schools, in
accordance with the Better Schools policy, has been delayed as a result of the dispute which
took place last year. Because the Government is adopting a consultative approach, it wished
to allow people to make direct input into the system to be established and, therefore, to arrive
at a devolution of power to the local level which is meaningful and which will work.
Thierefore it would not have been appropriate to push ahead while the teachers' union did not
wish to enter into discussions on that matter. It is hoped that progress will be made in that
area this year.
I hope the Opposition will try to contribute towards improving the education system by
being more positive in its contribution and addressing the possible solutions to the very real
problems in an area of such great importance to our State.
MR RIPPER (Belmont) [2.48 pm]: For four years, between 1983 and 1987, 1 had the
privilege of making almost 1 000 visits to schools to meet the teachers to discuss their needs
and activities, and to observe the quality of education. In my opening remarks I pay tribute
to the quality of the education service offered by the teachers in the State school system.
One of the handicaps under which they feel they operate is insufficient community
appreciation of the work they do and they also feel that society as a whole tends to place the
blame for various social problems unfairly at the feet of teachers.
Msr Clarko: They are dissatisfied with your Government.
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Mr RIPPER: The teachers expressed many feelings, one of the most important of which was
the feeling of community-wide lack of appreciation. We must be careful during our
discussions that we do not accidentally contribute to the undenmining of the public
perception of the quality of education in the State school system. Teachers must also be
careful about that aspect because when the union campaigns for improvements in the Stare
school system it can create an unfair impression of a system in crisis. This tends to drive
parents from the high quality State school system into the antis of the private school system.

Mr Wiese:. Parents make their own assessments.

Mr RIPPER: Of course they do, but we should not take actions which unfairly create in the
minds of parents an impression that the State school system is not offering the quality of
education they want. By all means let parents make their own choice, but that choice should
be on the basis of solid information. In that regard I place on record my appreciation of the
high quality service teachers in the State school system offer. Regrettably, the quality of this
debate in the Parliament, particularly by Opposition members, has not been of such service to
education as the quality of the efforts of our teachers. Of course, this House is a forum for
the Executive to be scrutinised, but it must not be forgotten that it also places the Opposition
under scrutiny. Western Australia does not seem to have the same standards in the media
that apply in Canberra. In Canberra it is generally understood that the Opposition is expected
to perform. There is a general understanding that the Opposition is expected to come up with
alternative policies, and it is expected to be judged on those policies. The same standards are
not being applied to the performance of the Opposition in Western Australia. They ought to
be because the standard of the Opposition's contribution to this debate today has not been
adequate. The Opposition has not addressed the motion; it has been far too parochial; and, as
the member for Nollamara pointed out, it has not addressed the problems and issues
confronting education. Members play an important role in taking up with Ministers the
problems of their constituents, but it is not good enough for members simply to come into
this place and rattle off a list of problems that they find in the schools in their electorates. I
am vety grateful that the verandah of the Redcliffe Primary School will now be concreted. I
would likec to see the toilet block replaced, and I will take that up with the Minister. I would
also like to see a covered assembly area at Kewdale Primary School. Those sorts of issues
arise in every member's electorate. However, the fact is that no matter how much we spend
on education the same problems will arise year after year. This Government has provided
computers for primary schools. The next demand might be that we give all primary school
students' individual access to a Computer.

Mr Clarko: That is false; they were there previously.

Mr RIPPER: This Government has made sure that there is a standard allocation of
computers to every primary school. What is to stop a member from getting up and saying,
"There are only six computers; we need 12"? Education is 1lice health; no matter how much
we spend, there is always room to spend more. Members must do more than just repeat the
same debate, because there is no limit to what can be spent to improve the quality of
education or health.

Mr Fred Tubby: What about the Miscellaneous Workers Union?

Mr RIPPER: The member's comments were extraordinary. The member devoted a
considerable amount of his speech - on an amendment about the Government's education
policy - to a discussion about the alleged power of the Miscellaneous Workers Union. I
thought the member was boosting the standing of our candidate in the Fremantle by-election
because he showed what a great fighter for the interests of his constituents he is. I very much
appreciated the member's comments in support of our candidate.

In this debate the Opposition has not presented us with its vision, plan or alternatives for the
future of education. That is a great pity because we do not have a great number of
opportunities in this place to have a general debate on education, and the Opposition has
missed a golden opportunity. In the absence of a plan or an alternative direction we can look
to only two sources for an idea of what the Opposition might do with education. We can
look either to its previous record or to the record of the only Liberal Government in
Australia, the Gre iner Government in New South Wales. If we look first at the record of the
Opposition when it was last in Government in this State we find that its education system
was a divided and dispirited system; confrontation reigned; there was promotion not on merit
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but on seniority; the curriculum was widely perceived to be irrelevant and discredited; the
union had been completely frozen out of negotiations; and there were no working parties or
consultations. The Liberal Party sought to destroy the State School Teachers Union. Union
representatives were forbidden to have access to State schools during working hours and
could not even go to a State school at lunchtime to talk to union members. The union was
not penmitted to negotiate with the department or the Government on a working parry basis.
The union was not permitted to deduct from salaries the union dues. If we look at that sort of
record, we see that the Liberal Party will have to come up with a much improved vision or
alternative for the future of education if it is not to be judged on its previous record, as it has
to be judged on its performance in today's debate.
I turn now to some of the substantive issues raised by the motion. It is important to look at
some of the gains and improvements that have been made in education since Labor was
elected to office. One of the most important issues in education is class sizes.

Mr Lewis interjected.

Mr RIPPER: It takes two to tango. It is unusual to hear a member of the Opposition blame
the employer for a strike; but there is always a first time for that sort of statement.

Staff. student ratios are a measure of the quality of a Government's commitment to education.
In 1987 in the primary sector in Western Australia there were 19.6 students per teacher, and
in 1989 there were 18.7 students per teacher, so the ratio has improved. During the last two
years the Australian average has gone the other way; it has increased from 17.3 to 17.6
students per teacher. So our situation is improving while that in the rest of the country is
going backwards. The staff~student ratio in our secondary schools has also improved.
Mr Strickland: What is important is the quality of the teachers who are left. We can always
put someone in front of a class.
Mr RIPPER: The member for Scarborough is a former teacher, and I spent many hours
trying to recruit him into the teachers union. He is correct when he says that what is
important is the quality of the teacher, but I have already placed on record my appreciation of
the quality of the teachers who are in our school system. I hope the member will also place
on record his appreciation of those teachers.

The Beazicy report on education in Western Australia, recommended that primary school
teachers should have a 10 per cent time allocation for duties other than teaching. This
Government has delivered on that report recommendation, and through the first steps
program has also delivered on measures to improve the teaching of basic skills in the junior
primary school area. That is a very important area because if children fall at that hurdle they
are likely to be handicapped for the rest of their educational career.
One of the most important and least heralded reforms of this Government has been the
introduction of promotion based on merit. An appalling circumstance existed prior to that
change where the leaders of the institutions which have care of our children, and the
responsibility for their education, were promoted not on merit but on seniority. That was a
terrible situation, and it took this Labor Government to introduce promotion based on merit.

Several members interjected.

Mr R.IPPER: However much the member for Mannion might bleat, promotion based on
merit was introduced by this Government. and it is an achievement of which this
Government is very proud.

I now rum to another matter which affects the working conditions of teachers. A remarkable
system operated under the previous Liberal Government in respect of the transportation of
teachers' furniture when they were transferred to another school. For example, if a teacher
were transferred from a wheatbelt town to the city, he would hire a local truck - probably a
flat bed truck - and his furniture would be carted off to the local railway station, put on to
rail, brought to the railway station nearest to his next destination, and would again probably
be put on to a non-specialist truck and taken to that destination. That system was of great
inconvenience to teachers on transfer, and was replaced by this Government with
professional, door-to-door road transport of teachers' furniture on transfer. That was a
matter of great comfort to teachers.

Mr Wiese interjected.
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Mr RIPPER: The member is quite wrong. I was closely involved in that matter and I know
the circumstances under which it occurred. It certainly was not a measure resulting from a
Westrail. administrative arrangement, but rather from a desire to improve the conditions of
teachers.

The amendment to the Address-in-Reply refers to special education. The area of special
education reveals one of the proudest achievements of this Government. One of the most
progressive reforms this Government has introduced is its program of integrating children
with disabilities and special needs into mainstream education. It is a very important reform
because it enhances the acceptance of children with special needs; it enhances the social
development of children with disabilities and of all children who are in mainistreamn
schooling who do not have special needs. It enables more assistance to be provided for
mainstream students because those special education teachers, instead of being located solely
in special education schools, are now on site in manty mainstream schools in the education
support centres. I amn very pleased that the Cloverdale education support centre has been
located at the Cloverdale Primary School in my electorate. That service is very much
appreciated by local parents.
Another area where the Government has reason to be very proud is in the movement away
from a bureaucratic and heavily centralised system of education. In this State we had one of
the most centralised. education systems in the world - a system of which Stalin would have
been proud. This Government has moved towards a system of self-determining schools.
providing schools with greater flexibility, giving teachers more chance to exercise their
professional responsibility, and giving parents more rights to help influence the direction of
the schooling which is provided by their local schools. Therefore we are giving local schools
more flexibility, teachers more professional rights, and parents more rights; yet what have we
heard from the Opposition on this move? We have heard carping and negative criticism.
Flaws and faults have been picked over, but we have heard no commitment from the
Oposition to this devolution process - no commitment to a process which increases the
professional responsibilities and the opportunity for professionalism in teaching, which
improves the rights of parents. and which provides schools with greater flexibility.
The member for Kingsley seemed a little surprised by that last remark. She may have a
comnmitment to providing more rights for parents, but she has not yet shown, as I understand
it, a commnitment to the devolution process embodied in the Bet-ter Schools program. If the
member wants to support that, I for one will be very happy.
Lastly, we must consider the subject of wages and conditions. I am very surprised at the
position which the shadow Minister for Education has taken on the subject of teachers'
wages; in fact, I am astonished by the irresponsibility of her campaign. Last year the shadow
Minister for Education seemed to me to be doing everything in her power to stir up trouble
and to encourage the Western Australian State School Teachers Union to mount a campaign
for a 15 per cent salary increase. It seems to me that the shadow Minister has little
comprehension of national economic realities or national economic needs, and no
commitment to the maintenance of reasonable wages outcomes in this country. Her policy is
the same as the policy of the discredited former Leader of the Opposition. What is the
shadow Minister's position on the wages outcome? Who is to know? What is the subtext?
Who is to care? That is the position which has been adopted, on the evidence, 'by the shadow
Minister for Education in this Parliament. Last year she did everything in her power, it
seemed to me, to encourage the teachers to seek a wage settlement which was outside the
conditions which had been applied to the rest of the work force. Now, this year, when a
wage settlement has been negotiated in accordance with the demands applying to the rest of
the work force and agreed to by the democratically elected leadership of the teachers' union,
she appears to encourage the dissidents within the teachers' union. We have an agreement
which has at last been accepted by the democratically elected union leadership, which is
within the wage fixing guidelines, and which is welcomed by the leadership of the teachers'
union, yei she encourages the dissidents.

I will finish by quoting the remarks of the democratically elected leader of the teachers'
union on this wage settlement, which give the lie to the sorts of comments made by the
shadow Minister for Education. In the Daily News of 6 April an article appeared which read
in part -
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State Schoolteachers Union president Ed Harken said the package was very attractive
in dollar terms,

Mr Harken does have his quibble; the article continues -

-although he would have liked the July 1 increases to have been more evenly
distributed.

That comment is interesting when we compare it with the comments of those teachers who
are subjected to the rule of the only Liberal Government in this country, the New South
Wales Teachers Federation. Let us hear what the New South Wales Teachers Federation has
to say about a Liberal Government which is actually practising its policies -

Federation president Phil Cross yesterday described the NSW package as a sham and
said any significant increases were a long way off....
Mr Cross said WA teachers had been promised 'a lot more a lot sooner" than his
members.

In this debate the Opposition has missed a golden opportunity. It has failed to present a
vision for education, or any acceptable alternatives. Opposition members have carped and
criticised, but the only way we can assess their record and proposals is by looking at their
history when they were in Government here, or at the alternative in New South Wales.

MR OMODEI (Warren) [3.07 pm]: I take this opportunity to congratuilate the member for
Victoria Park on being elevated to the Ministry in this State in the very important portfolio of
education.

Mr Shave: The first day he was in there was a strike by the cleaners.

Mr OMODET: The Minister certainly has had his problems. The dispute over uniforms
certainly was not a plus.

Mr Clarko: Is the Minister here now?

Mr OMODEI: I hope he is in the Chamber.

Mr Clarko: It is absolutely disgraceful. The Minister should be here when we are dealing
with this subject.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Marlborough): Order! It is appropriate that, less than one
minute into his speech, the member for Warren addresses his comments to the Chair and is
not distracted by members on his side of the House.

Mr OMODEI: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. In addressing my comments through you, I
would like to mention that I think it is irnportant that the Minister for Education be in the
Chamber to listen to some of the concerns of country members. It is all very well for city
members to spout their philosophy on education in Western Australia, but there are some
serious problems in the country and as the member for Warren it is my job to bring some of
the concerns of the people in my electorate to the attention of this House.

Mr Clarko: The Minister is not here to listen to you. I have never heard of that before.

Mr OMODEI: The member for Marmion is quite right.

Mr Clarko: Have you ever been here before when a matter is being dealt with by a Minister
and the Minister is not present?

Mr OMODEL: It is a measure of the concern the Ministry shows for country members.

Mr Clarko: I have been here for 16 years and it has never happened before.

Mr OMODE: The Minister has returned now, and while he is in the Chamber I want to
mention some of the positive things this Government has done in my electorate. The
Government has built a new school in Northcliffe. Prior to the last election the Northcliffe
school had been dropped from the program and it was only after Northcliffe people came to
the city and met the Minister that the Government changed its mind. The need is so great in
Northcliffe that upon completion of the building which is being undertaken at the moment, it
will require further additions. The Government has also made additions to the Bridgetown
Primary School which has been waiting for this work for some 20 years. At the moment the
Government is proposing to upgrade the school at Pemberton, which is my home town.
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Members will be aware that the Pemberton school was described last year as a disaster
waiting to happen. There is now a proposal for a new school to be built on a new site. The
old school is situated in the centre of town on a very valuable site, and the value of that site
will offset a lot of the costs associated with the building of a new school. I am concerned
that the proposed new school will be a kindergarten to year seven school and the
Government is proposing to build the secondary section out of second-hand demountable
classrooms. That is the sort of thing to which country members and constituents have been
subject, and it is a matter of great concern. The member for Mandurab earlier talked about
the demountable city at Mandurab; well, there are demountable cities at Margaret River,
Manjirnup, Bridgetown and in every country town in this State. It is disgraceful that country
schools and country people expecting to have their schools permanently upgraded find they
are given second-hand, dilapidated buildings which are cast off from city schools,
particularly when, in many cases, they have gone to the trouble of raising funds to assist in
upgrading their schools.

Dr Gallop: I have to leave to go to a meeting. I intend no disrespect.

Mr OMODET: I thank the Minister for Education. I hope he will take note of my speech.

Constmuction of the new school at Pemberton has been delayed. The contract for the
earthworks was awarded eight weeks ago and it took weeks to inform the contractor that he
had been successftul in obtaining the contract. Members can imagine what happens in the
south west, with rainfall in the order of 50 inches per annum; it has rained and the ground
works have been delayed. There is real concern that construction of the school will be held
up. I understand that the Building Management Authority is paying stand-down funds to the
contractors to help them through. The building proposed to be built is of rammed earth and
will take 30 to 40 weeks to complete. It was hoped, had these things gone according to
schedule, that the school would have been completed before the beginning of the 1991
school year. At the moment the teaching fraternity and the school based decision making
group are in a dilemma. They are going to get a new primary school, but with second-hand
dernountable buildings at tremendous cost. Members can imagine how much it will cost to
send five demountable buildings from the city to Pemberton when new buildings should be
built.
The argument against that is that the Government should be cognisant of the fact that there is
a major centre at Manjimup. Overcrowding at Manjimup will occur when the Pemberton
students arrive there. I asked a question last year as follows -

What rationale is being used to decide that demountable classrooms are to be
used in preference to permanent buildings?

The former Minister for Education replied -

Parents in several country towns, including Pemberton, are taking the
opportunity of sending their children to Senior High Schools where there is a
wider choice of subjects. If this occurs to a significant degree secondary
facilities will not be required in the medium to long tern.

What we are getting are some second-hand demountable classrooms. It is not the cas e that
students from Pemberton will go to Manjirnup; Pemberton wants to retain its identity and
wants to have its own secondary school. Pemberton wants permanent school buildings. One
would have thought that the ministry would conduct a demographic study of the area to
ascertain the future growth rate of the district. That demographic study is now taking place,
many months after these decisions were made. People in the Pemberton district are now
running around trying to launch a case to refute what the Governent has said. Just for the
record, Pemberton is to have a subdivision - zoned special rural - of 105 new lots; while on
the southern outskirts of the town there will be a special residential subdivision of 60 lots, If
the present numbers do not justify a secondary school in Pemberton, the increased population
which will result from the new subdivisions will do so. I want the ministry to take note of
the concern of the people of Pemberton and country people generally who are seeing the
identity of their towns eroded and changed by the removal of some of these buildings. It is
very important to those people. Indeed, some Pemberton people came to Perth last year to
discuss the matter with the Minister and received, I think, a reasonable hearing.

The member for Belmont raised issues regarding teachers and their high morale; he also
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referred to the good teachers we have in the education system today. I could not agree wit
him more. However, when I go around my electorate, chose same teachers raise issues of
concern with me, which deal with teacher training, wages -

Mr Shave: Show me just one teacher who is happy with his or her lot.

Mr OMODEI: Very few of them are.

Mr Kierath: There are two ex-teachers over there who are happy.
Mr OMODHI: They may not believe the things written in the Daily News.
The new principal at Augusta is absolutely dismayed with the current situation there. His
new school does not have administration facilities. If parents need to come into the school to
talk about a problem their child may have, the staff must vacate the little room they have for
administration so that the headmaster can talk to the parents. The Augusta school has made a
number of submissions, back as far as the miud 1980s, but nothing has happened in response.
At the moment Augusta has the only school in the Bunbury south district office which does
not have an office for its principal. That is an absolute disgrace.

Manjimup Primary School has in excess of 400 students. Problems with its annual budget
are causing great concern. The school has had an I11 per cent increase this year overall and
in many cases increases in the cost of items used at the school have been between 15 per cent
and 17 per cent; in some cases up to 20 per cent for cleaning materials. The school is also
finding that it now must purchase what was once free stock. It is concerned that parents will
have to provide assistance by way of extra funds, through the school based decision making
group. I know the member for Belmont made great capital about the improvement in
technology in Western Australia, including the use of computers - with Western Australia
being the leader in Australia in this regard - but in a lot of country schools computers are not
issued on a per capita basis. There is a real need now for at least one more computer in every
classroom at Manjimup Primary School, and with 400 students members can imagine how
large that school is. It is well known that in most offices the use of computers is common; at
the moment computers are virtually non-existent in the administration area in schools. The
same school is finding it difficult to raise funds to maintain school gear and sporting
equipment.
The member for Kingsley earlier referred to the $100 allowance per student; at the moment
those funds, which went to parents, have not resulted in a tangible increase in the
contributions to the schools by those parents. I feel strongly that those funds should have
been allocated directly to the schools. In most cases the cheques were written to the father in
the family; often in families the father does not handle the money, and I believe it would
have been better giving the funds to the person who looks after the children.
Mr P.1. Smith: Why do you chink they were addressed to the man of the family?
Mr OMODEI: I do not know.

Mr P.1. Smith: I understand that that information came back from the school.

Mr OMODET: Who buys the uniforms in your family? In a lot of cases that I have heard the
preference in the family would be for the cheque to be written out to the mother for a number
of reasons. The main reason is that the mother is the one who looks after the children's
welfare.
Mr P.3. Smith: Unless a single parent father is involved.
Mr OMODET: It would be far better if the funds were paid to the school decision making
groups as they know what the school requires.

I refer to building maintenance as this is an across the board issue in my electorate. No
regular checks are made of what is happening at the schools and the buildings are
deteriorating. The teaching fraternity believes that Government schools are becoming
second class schools for those who cannot afford private education. That is a disgrace. The
Manjitnup Primary School has an extra 45 preprimrnay students to locate at the school in
1991, yet the ministry cannot afford the extra classrooms at the moment. It is important that
the Government take notice of these concerns. The message is comning loud and strong from
all schools that permanent buildings are required and transportable classrooms will not do.
The Minister for Education has been invited to my electorate, to Pemberton and Bridgetown,
on more than one occasion to discuss issues of concern to parents and teachers in the area.
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Mr Blaikie: He was invited to Margaret River also.

Mr OMODEI: Yes, but to date he has been unable to do so. I hope he will take the time to
take a trip into the country to see the problems in country areas. At Bridgetown we have a
problem with the administration area and the library which has yet to be completed. The
Manjiinup Senior High School has a problem with its staffing formula and student teacher
ratio and with those children who have stayed on in year 12 but are nor academically
inclined; the Government should take into account the provision of more facilities for
technical and further education in the area to help those students. We are fortunate in
Mayanup to have Rylington Park at which an agricultural traineeship course is conducted.
We also have had a horticulture traineeship scheme in the past which worked well.

Major issues involving teachers and the teaching fraternity are prevalent at the moment, such
as the provision of specialist teachers for students with specific learning problems, the 250-
odd schools with asbestos related problems and Government Employees' Housing Authority
housing for teachers. Therefore, it is important to plan for the future. Education is the basic
right of every child in this State; the provision of facilities is the basic responsibility of
Government and leaves no room for half measures.

MR McNEE (Moore) [3.23 pml: Education in this State is really in an appalling condition
which has resulted in a drift of students from State schools to private schools. Parents are
looking for a standard of excellence. It is not the fault of the teachers that this is not being
found in the State education system. The problem is that the teachers have too marny blocks
in their way and many teachers wish to move from the State system to the private system -
that in itself tells a story. The amendment we are debating refers to learning disabilities and I
draw the House's attention to an ankile in The West Australian on Tuesday, 8 May. The
article referred to some 10 000 Western Australian children with learning disabilities who
were being ignored by the Western Australian Government. The article states that these
children -

...are being forced to struggle on without any special finance, according to a
promrinent local academic.
These are the ones who were leaving WA schools at the end of Year 10 unable to
write and read properly, he said.

That is an indictment on the education system in Western Australia.
Mr Shave: It is the Better Schools system.

MrMcNEE: I am pleased my colleague has mentioned that as I suppose it is just as well that
we have a Better Schools system.

Mr Fred Tubby: It could not be any worse!

Mr McNEE: That is tine. Ft is a shame that not many Government members are in the
House; that is an indication of the interest the Government shows in this issue.

I thought that the battle for improving conditions for country children was my own.
However, I find that the problems in my electorate are happening to all children in the State.
In the article to which I referred earlier Professor David Cole, a University of Western
Australia Associate Professor of Education, accuses the Government of -

.. skimping on special education finance and providing only a third of the resources
needed.

He is criticising the Government for being slow to react. It is easy to understand how that
happens when one sees how few Government members are in the House for this debate. It is
important that we educate our young people because they will need to be well educated to
compete for the few jobs that will be available to them when they finish school. I listened to
former Premier Dowding on "The Gerry Gannon Show" and he stated that unemployment for
young people would increase considerably. He also said that business prospects were
retacting. That makes the situation even more difficult for those young people who will be
looking for a job in the future. They will need to be well educated to even qualify for an
interview.

The situation is particularly difficult for handicapped persons who live in country areas.
They do not have available to them within a reasonable distance a school which can
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accommodate them. I understand that at least 50 per cent of handicapped children in the
school system in country areas need to board away from home. It is unfortunate that many
do not reach the education support system until they are nine or 10 years old because their
parents, understandably, are reluctant to board them away from home at the tender age of six,
seven or eight. Any parent will understand that reluctance. These children are
disadvantaged. Those who are fortunate enough to live within a reasonable distance of a
country education support centre must still travel further than most other schoolchildren each
day.
The Minister referred to capital works and building maintenance. It is obvious that building
maintenance has been kept at a minimum, and the same applies to capital works programs.
Indeed, the Bindoon school in my electorate is literally bursting at the seams. It is lacking in
classroom and basic teacher preparation facilities and the desperately needed renovations
have not been approved. Also the Gingin school needs a library resource centre which has
not been approved. At the moment it is using a convented classroom for that purpose and I
point out that it is the only district high school in Western Australia without a library
resource centre. I do not think it is good enough, and neither do the parents of the children
who attend the Gingin school. The Government could have provided that resource centre
from the money it has squandered on the development of the old brewery site. Instead it has
chosen in a futile exercise to waste taxpayers' money on that development. That is the
Government's choice and it will be judged in due course. I make a plea to the Government
to provide these desperately needed facilities for the students of the Bindoon and Gingin
schools.
I refer also to the housing provided for the staff employed by the Ministry of Education.
Some of the houses in which they are expected to live are appalling and little better than
dogboxes.
Mr Kierath: They are worse than doghoxes, because some dogboxes have ventilation.
Mr McNEE: That is true. I recently asked the Minister for Education when the Government
intended to provide suitable accommodation for teachers, for example, at Dandaragan which
is 50 kilometres from Moora. Dandaragan has a small school and, with the exception of the
principal who has been provided with a house, the teachers at the school drive from Moora to
Dandaragan each day. I was advised by the Minister that consideration of the provision of
houses in the 1990-91 construction program have been submitted as follows: Dandaragan -
one three-bedroom single detached house. What priority has been given to the construction
of that accommodation? There is no free trip to Bali for getting the right answer, which is
priority 63. 1 am not sure that gives them much hope. The educational philosophy of the
Government is like its financial philosophy - belt the people around as much as possible and
hope to save one's skin. In further correspondence I was advised that the priority is low
because there is no need for the accommodation. If there is no need, how can the priority be
higher than zero? Bearing in mind the financial vandalism this Government has wreaked
upon the finances of this State, I should not be surprised at its mathematics in arriving at a
priority number of 63. It seems to be in keeping with the way it has balanced the Budget.
There is no doubt that the Government should be putting more money into education.

Jurien is a very fast growing area and the school in that town is being upgraded as a result of
its dramatic growth. The Government has provided one house for the staff this year.
although five are needed. In reply to a question the Minister said that in the next year's
program two two-bedroom apartments will be considered, listed at priorities 73 and 74. That
is the type of system with which we are dealing. That is an advance on Dandaragan. The
provision of housing at Lancelin. another fast growing area, is listed at priorities 58, 59 and
60. The town of Cunderdin in the wheatbelt is not listed for consideration. When I asked
about accommodation in Cunderdin I was told that its teachers should seek accommnodation
from the private sector. What does the Government think Cunderdin is - San Francisco?
Where can people find accommodation in the private sector in a wheatbelt town such as
Cunderdin? It is a great town with great people, but they do not go into the real estate market
in the same way that people in the metropolitan area do. The Government's response is an
example of its insincerity.
When I started my speech only one Minister was in the Chamber and he has since left. I note
that the Minister for the Environment has now entered the Chamber.
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Mr Pearce: I have been listening intently the whole time. I was frankly amazed that you
were running down the town of Cunderdin which is in your electorate. Why are you being so
disparaging about Cunderdin?

Mr McNEE: I am not being disparaging about Cunderdin, although the Government has
been.

I have spoken to teachers in my electorate and, as many of them have nice homes in the
suburbs of Perth, I can understand why they are dissatisfied when they are transferred to the
bush and expected to live in a home which they, and 1, consider to be second-rate. I share
that dissatisfaction. Any Government worth its salt ought also to share that dissatisfaction.
This Government does not care whether its teaching staff are dissatisfied. It is important that
we pay attention to this matter.

I turn now to rural education. One of the greatest complaints 1 receive from people in rural
areas relates to Austudy.

Mr Omodei: Not transportable buildings?

Mr McNEE: That is another one. I realise that Austudy is not the province of this
Government. However, it is important it pursues this matter with its Federal colleagues.
Country students are disadvantaged because of the means test related to Austudy. Recently
some parents rang me who had supported their son at high school and who had been
managing a farm but had left that position and moved into a nearby town where they are now
both employed. I think the son is attending the Mt Lawley College of TAPE to study
computer science. Because of their joint income the lad receives only $31 a fortnight which
he finds it impossible to survive on. His parents find it impossible to support him further.
They have done an admirable job to get the lad this far. They are on wages and do not own a
business or have an asset they can fall back on to help with their son's education. They also
have commuitments and other family members who desire an education. Because of this
crazy system he is denied support.

This young man could be an asset to Australia, but if he is not allowed to conclude his
education and drops out of his chosen field of study he runs the risk of becoming a dropout
and perhaps an unhappy person, which would not be in either his best interests or the best
interests of Western Australia. This Government has no hesitation in providing funds for
frivolous things such as surfboards for left-handed riders -

[The member's time expired.]

MR P.J. SMITH (Bunbuiy) [3.44 pm]: The problems in the Ministry of Education at the
moment result mainly from the large increase in population over the past few years. As I
said in my Address- in-Reply speech yesterday, the economy in Western Australia has been
booming because of the number of jobs available and access to cheap land and housing. This
has resulted in a huge number of people coming here from the Eastern States and pulling
pressure on our resources. This has led to extensive development in the new northern and
southern suburbs and places such as Mandurah. As a result, the Government has been
stretched to keep money flowing and has been unable to replace transportable classrooms.
Such classrooms are nothing new. I was a teacher for 23 years and taught at Newton Moore
Senior High School. I cannot remember a time when we did not have transportable
classrooms there. Most of that time was spent under a Liberal Government. These are the
facts of life for developing areas and schools and it is neither practical nor sensible to ask
Governments of any political colour to fund continuing classroom building programs.

Mr Omodei: I acknowledge that one cannot expect all classrooms to be permanent, but the
situation in country areas, as the member for Mandurab has said, is such that there are
schools of transportable classrooms, and that is not good enough.

Mr P.J. SMITH: My observation is that once 10 or 15 transportable classrooms are on a site
there is a major building program. This happened at Bunbury High School where they had
up to 15 transportable classrooms before they built a new high school. At Newton Moore
Senior High School during the years 1 was there the number would build up to eight or nine
before new classrooms were built; the number would then drop back to one or two and then
build up again as the population increased. When development ceased in that area all the
transportable classrooms disappeared from Bunbury Senior High School, and now Australind
Senior High School has a similar problem.
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Mr Kierath: What if a school has a permanent population of 10 transportable classrooms?
Would you then say it had been neglected by the building program?

Mr P.J. SMITH: Is the member for Riverton saying chat he knows of a school with 10
demountable classrooms where there has been no building program?
Mr Kierath: There has been a program recently. Pant of that program occurred only because
part of the school burnt down. That school had 10 permanent transportable classrooms.

Mr P.J. SMITH: Is there a projected figure showing that the population is due to drop?

Mr Kierath: No.

Mr P.1. SMITH: At the schools I keep a close eye on around Bunbury population trends are
likely to result in a reduction in the number of transportable classrooms.

Mr Kierath: This is a mega primary school of nearly 1 000 students.

Mr P.J. SMITH: I suggest that the member for Riverton check with the Ministry of
Education because he will probably find that the population of that school is due to drop, or
that a new school is due to open. Transportables are not a new thing; they have been in
schools for as long as I have been a teacher.

Mr Kierath: Better transportable classrooms could be designed.

Mr P.J. SMITH: I agree with that. I was a member of the Teachers' Union before becoming
a member of Parliament and we pushed the Liberal Party and the Country Party, as it was
then, to do something about transportable classrooms. I understand from my experience
teaching in the tropics that ail they need do is lift the classroom roof to let in air so that the
full heat does not get in. However, experts who advised the Ministry of Education said that
it was not possible to do that because they would fall to pieces.

Mr Kierath: After making my maiden speech last year I was approached by a number of
well respected architects who said that that is rubbish and they could do far better with little
cost increase.

Mr P.J. SMITH: I hope that is true and that the Minister for Education approaches the
building branch and asks it to look into this matter of whether transportable classrooms can
be improved.

Mr Kierath: If there were a competition for the best designed transportable classroom people
would be surprised at what the brains of this State would come up with.
Mr P.J. SMITH: That is a good idea, one I hope the Government considers.

There is a need to look after intellectually and physical disabled children. It does not seem
logical to try to integrate extremely intellectually disabled children into our schools.
However, their parents ask why their son or daughter should not be involved in a normal
school classroom and why they should be isolated in a special school where they receive
special attention. They would like them to be part of the normal school scheme.

Mr Kierath: The people who oppose that idea want them placed in special classes.

Mr P.1. SMITH: I know. There is a split in the community. Some people say it is better to
have a 2:1 ratio so that their children can get specialist attention. The member is probably
aware that about three or four years ago in Bunbury, the parents of a child, who most people
would say was severely mentally disabled and had no chance of progression, went to court to
gain the right to have their child educated in a normal classroom. The Minister for the
Environment was at that time the Minister for Education. There is a conflict between those
parents who wish to have their children educated in specialist schools, where they can be
looked after properly, and those who wish to have their children educated in the normnal
mainstream. I am pleased that this Government, and, in some respects, previous
Governments have been able to accommodate people with special disabilities by providing
aides for them in schools. That program has been very successful, and I hope it can continue.

The schools were asked to provide and names and addresses of the parents who were eligible
to receive the education allowance. I assume that the schools provided the names of the
fathers, because that allowance was given to the male parent in the family. We may be very
liberated and say that money should have gone to the female parent, and I certainly believe in
that, but a lot of families are male dominated, if I can use that expression, and the male is the
person who produces the family income. If the schools had made the decision that the male
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parent should receive that money, who was the Government to decide that it should have
gone to the female parent? It is much better that the money go to the parents rather than the
schools because the parents can then decide what to do with that money. If the money had
been given to individual schools, it may have been absorbed into the general funds of the
school. The school may decide that it now has a large amount of money which it can use,
and it will not have to impose school fees. However, what worries me is that the school
could still mun out of money and have to impose a fee, and the parents could say, "Education
is supposed to be free. The Government has given you money. Why do we now have to pay
a fee?' It is much better that the money go into the hands of parents, and the school can then
say, "You got $50 or $ 100. How about coming good with a contribution?"
The Government is continuing to do a very good job in respect of education in this State. I
oppose the amendment.
Amendment put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (22)
Mr Ainsworth Mr Grayden Mr Mensaros Mr Fred Tubby
Mr Bradshaw Mr Hassell Mr Omnodei Mr Watt
Mr Clarko Mlr Kierath Mr Shave Mr Wiese
Mr Cowlt Mrt Lewis Mr Strickland MW Blaikie (Teller)
Mr Cowan Mr Mac Kinnon Mr Thompson
Mrs Edwardes Mr McNee Mr Trenorden

Noes (23)
Mr Bridge Dr Gallop Mr Leahy Mr P.). Smith
Mrs Buchanan Mr Gnahamn Mr Marlborough Mr Thomas
Mr Canr Mr Grill Mr Pearce Dr Watson
Mr Catania Mrs Henderson Mr Read Mr Wilson
Mr Cunningham Mr Gordon Hill Mlr Ripper Mrs Watkcins (Teller)
Mr Donovan Mr Kobelke Mr D.L. Smith

Pairs
Mr Nicholls Mr& Taylor
Mr House Dr Lawrence
Mr Minson Mrs Beggs
Dr Tumbull Mr Troy

Amendment thus negatived.
Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR CUNNINGHAM (Marangaroo) [3.57 pm]: I congratulate Dr Carmen Lawrence on
her appointment as Premier of Western Australia. There is no doubt she will serve the State
well and be a very fine Premier. I also pay tribute to the fine work performed for this State
by Peter Dowding, David Parker and Julian Grill. Their wonderful contribution to this State
followed on from the great work done by the former Premier, Brian Burke.
I am very pleased that the Government's election promise to place an additional 1 000 police
into the community over the next four years is well on the way to being implemented. The
people in the electorate of Marangaroc believe thai most of the credit for that goes to the
former Minister for Police, and now Deputy Premier Ian Taylor. The success of the anti-
theft and truancy squads in the Balga. Girrawheen and Koondoola area has reduced crime by
35 per cent. I look forward to working with my colleague and good friend, Graham
Edwards, who was recently appointed Minister for Police.

I now address several matters which are separate but interrelated; first, the responsibility and
accountability of the Press. I seek to contrast and project the dedication, energy, time, care,
compassion and personal commuitment that the people of my electorate of Marangaroo have
demonstrated against the sensationalist, irresponsible, negative and unresearched beat-ups
which pass as in depth reporting in our daily newspapers. I now outline the details of the two
approaches taken by the people in my electorate to the problem of ensuring that the young



people feeding into the B alga Senior High School and Girrawheen Senior High School grow
up with personal and interpersonal skills to enable them to play a useful role in our
community in the years to come.

The Daily News practices a brand of beat-up cowboy journalism which is offensive to the
electorate of Marangaroo. It is important that I discuss today articles which appeared in the
Daily News on 2 February and 2 May 1990. The Daily News headline on 2 February referred
to Baiga-Girrawheen-Koondoola as, "A melting pot that tops WA for violence. It's the
Bronx". The headline on 2 May was "'Mounties' to patrol Bronx". The articie on 2
February stated -

They call it the Bronx - 15 square kiometres with the State's highest crime rate.

It covers pants of Nollarnara, B alga. Girrawheen and Koondoola, where there are
more break-ins, domestic violence and poverty than any other area.

Further on, the article states -

Anid Like the Bronx the area is a melting pot of ethnics and blacks.

Top journal ism! The article continues

Police say it's depressing to patrol the three-bedroom brick veneer Homeswest design
areas - the trouble spots.

It states further -

The fortnightly pension day falls on Thursday and the people kick their heels-up -

meaning plenty of work for the police.
They say it becomes worse when the money has been spent, sparking more domestic
violence, break-ins and car thefts. The vicious cycle continues.

The garbage continues. Some might say I am pedantic for taking notice of an afternoon
tabloid with a circulation of only 30 000 copies a week which is insignificant when we
consider that Western Australia has a population of 1.6 million. The Daily News claims a
circulation of 30 000 a day but I find this hard to believe. I eagerly searched the article for
positive aspects about the Marangaroo electorate especially in B alga, Girrawheen' and
Koondoola. I looked for a reference to our area's significant achievements in relation to
youth and the innovative at risk students' programrs such as the off campus program and the
KGB program - the Koondoola Girrawheen Balga youth program - which is a joint venture
between the Balga and Girrawbeen Senior High Schools in cooperation with local
community groups and Government agencies to assist youth living in the suburbs of Balga,
Girrawheen and Kondoola who are deemed to be at risk educationally and/or socially.
I looked for the reference to Babs Hellennan's review of the off campus program which she
worked on in her own time. I looked for a mention of the great work being done by people
such as the Balga district education superintendent, Bob McCreddin; to the fine work done
by Neil Thompson and Norrie Anderson. the principal and the deputy principal of the
Girrawheen Senior High School. I searched for the names of Graham Young, principal of
the Balga Senior High School. and Anna Kristanic, deputy principal. I could not find any
mention of Peter Sinclair, education officer, who is noted for his sterling work among oar
youth at Girrawheen Senior High School. I could not find Sherry Donaldson and Babs
Hellerman, district education officers, or Garfield Thompson and Marylin Yates of Balga
Senior High School who do valuable youth work in the community. No mention was made
of the tremendous work performed by Elizabeth Grindrod of the Department for Community
Services. No reference was made to the valuable contribution to our comnmunity of Leo
Fernandez, social worker of Centrecare; B alga JP, Allan Shuttleton; Joan Grosser, North
Balga Christian Centre; Ron Pugh, who has done so much for the senior citizens of our
commnunity; local businessmen Vic and Nick Nicoloff;, Ken Jordan. John Robinson, Brian
Counihan and Danny Kepinkopp, who have given generously to youth; or Girrawheen's
Jenny McNae, president of the Women's Advisory Commnittee who has contributed so much
to the role of women in our society.

I searched for mention of Tafy Nabbs, coach of the Koondoola Little Athletics arnd the
wonderful work he has done with some of the cream of our local athletics, Louis Cheesman
and Jason Wight. No mention was made of Girrawheen's Doug Stewart or LUs and Lynn
Ryan, who have achieved much for our youth.
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I could find no mention of the sterling work done for the Balga Soccer Club and the youth of
our district by Michael MeKinlay, Henry Wren, Ted Hutton, Beryl Ravipinto, Bob Gunnis,
Martin Kirwan, Peter Duggan, Barbara Price and Reg Davies.

Mr Shave: And a fine member he is, too.

Mr CUNNINGHAM: I assure members opposite that he is no relation to Reg Davies in the
other place.
No mention was made of the fine work done by Sudbury House and the Salvation Army in
Balga. I looked for Star Boxing's John and Joan Williams and their contribution to Balga,
Girrawheen and Koondoola youth. I searched the article for any mention of the tremendous
work done by Anglicare's Jenny Parin. No mention was made of the tremendous conmmity
work done by Neighbourhood Watch coordinators Janny and Bill Linders in Marangaroo,
Keith Coakley in Koondoola, Paul Newman in Mirrabooka, Noel Blackberry and Kevin
Lehane in Alexander Heights or Jeff Gregory in Girrawbeen. I looked for references to the
dedication of Val Ashman who has spent many years as the Balga area coordinator for
Neighbourhood Watch.
[ looked for a mention of the caring work done by Tom Dunderdale and Gary McAttee of
Girradoola Lions Club and the wonderful work done by Ginrawheen Apex and the St Vincent
de Paul Society. I looked for mention of the untiring work done by the Nursing Mothers
Association's Barbara Horton, and Kay Vanderplas' magic work for scouting and guiding. I
looked also for mention of the marvellous work done for the intellectually handicapped by
principals Ted Kelley of Koondoola's Burbridge School and Eve Lucas of Balga's Gladys
Newton School.
I looked for the great work done for the Aboriginal people in our community by Ken
Colbung and Wally Eatts. No mention has been made of the massive job being done for
youth by KGB youth workers Darrel Milovchich, youth worker coordinator. Sue Williams,
Katrina Lane Melanie, Van Lim Beck, and Louis Morre; Balga detached youth workers
Andrew Hall and Bev Jowle; Koondoola and Girrawbeen youth workers Jerry Blemingdale
and Steve McKinnon. There is no mention of Margaret Williamson and Caroline Canageii
for their great youth work in the Nollamara, Balga Girrawheen and Koondoola area.
Mr Shave: Have you mentioned the Catholic priest down at the local church, yet?

Mr CUNNINGHAM: That is coming. The member for Melville has a very good head for
picking things up; he should have been a chook.
No mention was made of the fine work carried out by the Balga Job Link committee
members - Dale Speck, Michael Heath, Jeff Jones, Margaret Kent, Sandra Romeyn, Wally
and Leisha Bants and Beth Allan.
I looked for comment on people such as Tom Jackson, the president of the Balga Autumn
Club and Jim Ferguson the president of the Girrawheen-Koondoola Senior Citizens Club
who have done so much for our senior citizens. I saw no mention of the good work that has
been done by Coral Garlik and Glynis Day of the Girrawbeen Koondoola. recreation centre.
[ looked for a mention of the great service rendered to our community by Sister Naomiu and
Brother Terry Casey of the Koondoola neighbour centrq. In that same category is the
Anglican rector of the Balga Girrawheen Good Shepherd parish, Father Tony Gibbons,
whose fine work with the youth of our district must be acknowledged. The same work is
being carred out in the Catholic church by Fathers Geoff Aldous and Tom Gaines, and by
John Jegorow and Peter Growney and Assembly of God pastors, Alan McFaddyn and Keith
Ainge, and the Church of Christ pastors. Rob Frazer and John Capomn. There is not a single
line about them, and no mention of the fine work performed by Lorraine Brown and Barbara
Holt from the Marangaroo Women's Refuge. There is no word of the fine work performed
by Thap Tran, president of the Vietnamese community in Western Australia, or the
Venerable Thich Phuoc Nixon, Abbot and President of the Vietnamese Buddhists. There is
no mention of Mr Le Tan Keit and Jessica Tran of the Vietnamese Buddhist Association. All
of those people have done a great deal of work for their local community. No reference was
made to the community work performed by George Hasslacher, Chairperson of the Dome
Association. The so called in depth article paid no compliment to the youth of my
electorate -
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Mr Court: We are making a note of this and we are going to direct mail all of them!

Mr CUNNINGHAM: I refer also to young people such as Sandra Trurwein, president of the
student council of the Girrawheen Senior High School; Shari Daniels, president of the Baiga
Senior igh School council; and Jodie Trueman, president of the Mercy College student
council. I can find no mention of the great work performed for the youth of the area by
Branco Bratich and Derek Scott from the Koondoola karate club. That club has another
name, but my Japanese is not too hot.

I searched the page for information about the magnificent contribution to youth by people
like Paul Allen of the Girrawheen Junior Football Club; Laurie Hills, of the Koondoola
Junior Football Club; Beth Hughes, of the Ballajura Junior Football Club; Wendy Walton,
from the Gin'awheen Junior Soccer Club;, Averil Ashby, of the Koondoola Junior Soccer
Club; Liz and John McLennan and Lyn H-olland of the Marangaroo Family Centre;
Constable Sraats of Girrawheen Senior High School, a school-based policeman;, Connie
Smith, of Girrawheen Senior High School who has done a magnificent job for youth in the
area; and Charlie Whirta and Jim Philps of the Nollamara Sport and Recreation Club. Alas,
they were all missing.

[ continued to search to see whether a mention was made of the dedicated and unpaid work
of the Balga ward Stirling councillors, people such as June Copley and Kevin Smith; Swan
councillor, Maria Haynes; and Wanneroo West Ward counicillors, Colin Edwards and Wayne
Bradshaw. AUl of these people have given caring and untiring work to their community. A
letter arrived at my office this morning from councillor and Mayor of Wanneroc, Wayne
Bradshaw, which read as follows -

Dear Mr Cunningham

I have read the article that appeared in the Daily News on 2 May 1990 with the
heading "Mounties to patrol Bronx" and a report by John Bartley. I am disgusted and
appalled on reading this article.

in my professional capacity as a Doctor and a Councillor, I have frequent contact
with the police in the City of Warineron and never once have I heard the nametag "Its
the Bronx".

I will skip over some parts of the letter because time is short. It continues -

Placing derogatory labels on these areas seriously undermines that self-esteem and
consequently the effectiveness of our combined efforts in the community.

[ would like to state to you (and you may quote me) that the Girrawheen/Koondoola
area has a lot of great people, young and old, who deserve better than to be labelled
or tagged in such a down-grading way. I have a lot of respect for them and enjoy
working with them.

I trust you will join with me in expressing to the Editor of the Daily News your
contempt for ts attack on the residence of Girrawheen and Koondoola.

I am doing that right now. I also have a letter from councillor June Copley. which says. in
effect, "It makes people wonder what next will be printed in the Daily News, arnd it will be
such a pity that Balga once again is saddled with the name of the Bronx."

Crime in this area does exist, but Balga. Cirrawheen, Koondoola and Nollamnara can actually
boast decreasing crime figures, due mainly to local community involvement in self help
groups such as Neighbourhood Watch, and community leaders getting together with local
police to discuss ways the comrmunity as a whole can work towards achieving lower crime
rates. One does not have to be a Rhodes Scholar or any sort of a genius to realise there was
no mention of all these very fine people because an intelligent, caring and humane approach
does not appeal to this school of cowboy journalism. After all, the 'Starsky and Hutch"
mentality is not too strong on the positive aspects of our conmmunity. There is no roam in
this plot for the many Girrawheen and Balga senior high school students who have been
successful. That is, people like two very fine Aborigines, Mr Beau Hanbury, a lawyer, and
Dr Sandra Eades, who went to Newcasdle to train as a doctor; people like Martin Quinlan,
BSc; Caroline Quinlan, BA; Tania Vandenancker, Master in Marine Biology, now studying
for her PhD in Queensland; John Byrne, Junior Mayor in the City of Warneroc, who is
training to be a Shire Officer; Darren Mason, BCom, now studying computers in Finland;
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and Tina Aluieri, who is a newsreader at Channel 10. There was no mention of these people
in that article, which was whipped up to make it sound as though there is no other crime in
any areas other than Balga, Gixrawheen, Koondoola and Notlamara, There is no
sensationalism, titillation or excitement in reading about the very fine student ambassadors of
those areas; those students have made a success of their lives and the Daily News is trying to
bring them down.

There are hundreds more people like the ones I have just mentioned who live and work in
our area. One might say that the Daily News has always been in the twilight zone. What is
the fuss? Are they not all like that - full of sound and fuy and signifying nothing? To
illustrate the stupidity of this approach, one needs only to transpose this style of journalism to
some of the goings on by same of Perth's corporate crim-inals. Perhaps the more intelligent
journalists could apply their creative talents to reporting the boardroom dramas of the
Terrace. Perhaps they could put the sensationalist spotlight on the leafy suburbs of
Peppermint Grove, Nedlands, Dalkeith, Claremont, Contesloe, Floreat Park, City Beach arnd
Applecross. The journalists could tell the good and caring people of Girrawheen, Balga,
Koondoola and Nollamara that these leafy upper class suburbs have had a massive increase
in child abuse, child pornography, incest, domestic violence, wife swapping, alcohol abuse
and ding peddling. Those things flourish in those suburbs and are worsening daily. The
good and generous people of Balga, Girrawheen, Koondoola and Nollarnara and most of my
electorate of Marangaroo would be only too happy to welcome the unfortunate people from
these leafy suburbs into their homes.

I honestly cannot remember when I last read an article in the Daily News and felt I really
enjoyed it. I cannot recall thinking, 'Well, that article was well written and thought
provoking" or, "That story provided a real insight into the problem." No, the pursuit for even
greater profitability has meant that journalists who aspire to serious work are reduced to
writing Fillers to fit in around the advertising. To be fair the Daily News has only one good
thing going for it: It has the cream of the sports journalists in this State - talented people like
Neville Catchpole, Craig Parnham, Ernie Manning, Rod White and Rob Messenger. I do not
want to leave out my very good friend - the friend of everyone in this place who knows him -
the sports editor of The West Australian, John McGrath.

Perhaps the greatest tragedy to occur in Perth over the past few years was what occurred at
The West Australian. It was once a journal of record and a source of information laid out in a
factual way, with commuent evident. However that comment has been reduced to a shadow
of its former self. I recall years ago using The West Australian as a journal of record. I recall
referring back to copies as a source of information. I wonder how people will read today's
The West Australian in 10 or 20 years' time. They will need a guide as to which campaign
the journalist was pursuing at that time. The West Australian no longer seeks to record the
news, it now seeks to make the news. Serious journalists are reduced to pamphleteers. The
journalists who prosper in this environment will know nothing about the code of ethics; they
will not know how to give comment and balance; they will only know how to be the
campaigners, the urgers and the players. They will not be the dignified scribes who record
the whole picture, not just for the next morning, but also for the future.

There is no better example of the way in which The West Australian has changed, and why
we should be alarmed by this change, than what has just happened with its coverage of the
local government election. The sensationalism stemmu~ing from the view char the paper
should be a player in the drama reduces complex issues down to good guys and bad guys
conflicts. The shock and honror headlines would have been at home in the worst of
Murdoch's London tabloids. I will use the City of Perth election as an example because it
received the most coverage and because I have contact with, and personal knowledge of,
many of the key players on all sides. The hype involved in some of the headlines has been
such that one candidate saw fit to base his entire campaign pamphlet on cuttings of headlines
from the Press.

Point of Order

Mr SHAVE: I may be wrong on this, Mr Deputy Speaker, but I seek direction: The subject
being discussed by the member for Marangaroo is an election involving people who now are
facing criminal charges. I would have thought with all the comments we have heard from
that side of the House on such issues that the member for Marangaroo should not be
addressing that subject at this time.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: As I mentioned earlier, there is no rule which prevents comment
on matters which are before a court. This is a matter of discretion for the Speaker and the
person making the speech. I caution the member for Marangaroo, that it would not be
appropriate to comment on a court case. At this stage he is discussing the coverage in the
Press of the election, but 1 warn him about possibly transgressing to talk about individuals
involved in court cases if he plans to do so.

For the information of all members, according to Okely's Guide to Parliamentary Procedure
and Erskine May's Parliamentary Practice and from the wise guidance I have received from
the Clerks in the past 12 hours or so, it is a matter that 20 years ago was regarded as out of
order. However, Speakers of various Houses around parliamentary democracies have
allowed slightly more latitude. While that may be regarded as a bad thing, in a general sense
ir is a good thing as it does not infringe on freedom of speech. Clearly, if there is a danger
that anything before the courts could be prejudiced by comments in the House, the member
for Melville's comments are valid.

Debate Resumed

Mr CUNNINGI-AM: Mr Deputy Speaker. I was about to give the House some vivid detail
about what took place in the Central West Ward election, but mother and father time and the
developments of the past 24 hours have beaten me. The Minister for Local Government, Mr
Gordon Hill, should be congratulated as he has been on top of this issue, and has acted
quickly and efficiently to show that he understands what is needed to overcome this sort of
problem. If he gains the support of all pantics in local government, this sont of problem will
be a thing of the past. The West Australian has not provided a true record of the local
government election campaign. Readers in 20 years' rime will have no way of knowing why
people voted the way they did. In fact, they will find it impossible to decipher what
happened. This type of reporting is particularly difficult for future generations when the
favoured candidate loses. The bands of rational analysis are stretched to the limit.

Sometimes one cannot be blamed for thinking that one is reading the South African Press
when reading our Press. Information which is significant and influences the outcome of an
election, but does not fit into the plot which the paper has in mind, will not be included.
Therefore, the picture is not complete. The tragedy is that the picture will always remain
incomplete. To show that I am not anti-journalists, there are some fine media journalists in
this city; these are people like Tim Atkinson, John Hamilton, Peter Kennedy, Peter Sweeney,
Marie Mills, Alan Carpenter and Kim Jordan just to name a few. The Australian Journalists
Association, and those journalists who wish to see the profession retain some of its traditions
and ethics, should move to ensure that serious journalism is kept alive in the hope that it will
survive its dark age. This may lead to an enlightened era in which maximising profit and
servicing group debts' priorities are replaced by pride in the ability to write entertaining and
informative articles which contribute to a better informed and more tolerant community. A
second and equally significant remedy is for us to say that if journalists wish to take up this
new role, they should declare their interests and be required to disclose to their readers and
other players involved what is behind their motivation; that is, with whom they have personal
relationships; what financial interests they have in the issue being debated; and whether they
have interests in public relations firms, media consultancies and other firms involved in the
subject of their writings.

Some people may say that this change in the media is a world wide problem as tabloid
newspapers are a reaction to television's 90 second grabs of so-called news. However, Perth
is an isolated community with newspapers without competition and without a range of
publications which complement each other. The people of Sydney, London or New York
complain about their tabloids, yet they have the great benefit of newspapers and journalists
which provide an alternative to what used to be called -serious journalism. This serious
journalism is written by people who take pride in making a weUl thought out and intelligent
contribution to the debates in their comnmunity; this is not written by cowboy journalists -
like the Daily News journalists - who are little more than frustrated script writers who write
the most sensationalist fiction. One person in this House described them as "nothing but
scrubbers".

This State needs more greats such as the late Patrick Nilon, an early Editor of the Sunday
Inependent, a fine man who graced the stage of journalism in the early 1970s. He came
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from the old school of journalisnm. I urge the House to take heed of this warning:. The best
things about our community, the caring and concern, the tolerance and compassion, the
resentment of injustice and the quest for a fair go are being eroded and once lost will never
be regained.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Trenorden.

House adjourned at 4.29 pm



QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

WESTRALIA SQUARE BUILDING - STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE
COMMISSION

Leasing

74, Mr LEWIS to the Deputy Premier:

(1) How much lectable floor space in the State Government Insurance
Commission's tower at the Westralia Square development has been preleased
by fuxture tenants, other than Government departments and instnumentalities.
as at 30OApril 1990?

(2) What Governent departments or instrumentalities are to be relocated to the
SGIC's Westralia Square building?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) This is commercial information the release of which may advantage other
developers in their efforts to attract tenants.

(2) Crown Law Department and the Ministry of Economic Development and
Trade.

SUPERANNUATION - PUBLIC SERVICE
New Rules

95. Mr TRENORDEN to the Deputy Premier:

(1) In relation to Public Service superannuation, can the Treasurer say whether
there will be an amnesty for public sector employees inconvenienced by the
new reasonable benefit limits due to be applied from 1 July 1990?

(2) Is the Treasurer satisfied that Western Australian public servants have been
adequately informed of the new rules as they apply to them in this regard?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) I amn not aware of the Federal Government's intentions regarding this matter.

(2) Until the Federal Government finalises the new rules, it is not possible for
Western Australian public servants to be adequately informed.

EMPLOYMENT - QV.lI BUILDING SITE
Union Financial Membership Sign

97. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:

why is no action being taken under Parr VIA of the Industrial Relations Act
against employers at the QV.l building site who have signs on the perimeter
fence stating clearly that only financial members of a relevant union will be
allowed to work on the site?

Mr TROY replied:

No complaints have been received about conduct on the QV. I building site in
relation to part VIA of the Industrial Relations Act.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMM[ISSION - CONNELL GROUP
COMPANIES

Consultancy Services
119. Mr TR.ENORDEN to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(1) Was Rochwells Ltd, Laurie ConneUl or any of the companies in the Connell
group engaged by the Government to assist with -

(a) the feasibility study of the State Government Insurance Commission
prior to the introduction of the State Government Insurance
Commission Bill 1986;

(b) the establishment of the SGIC on 1 January 1987; or
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(c) ongoing review of or advice to the State Government Insurance
Commnission?

(2) If yes to (1), will the Minister table the details, including the payments made?

(3) Why was Rothwells, Connell or any company of the Connell group engaged
as a consultant?

(4) Was any bank or insurance company also engaged as a consultant?

(5) If yes, who and what was the amount paid for his/its services?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) (a) Yes.

(b)-(c)
No,

(2) The feasibility study was conducted jointly by Price Waterhouse and
Rothwells Ltd for a fee of $143 667.

(3) It was believed that the necessary expertise w as available in these
orgaisations.

(4) No. However, Rothwells Ltd operated as a merchant bank.

(5) Not applicable.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE FUND - EMPLOYERS INDEMMTrY

Unfuinded $86 million Liability

136. Mr TR.ENORDEN to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(1) Is the State Government Insurance Cormmission liable to an unfunded
exposure to the Government Insurance Fund - Employers Indemnity?

(2) If not, who is responsible for the unfunded liability of $86 million, identified
in the Cooper and Lybrand report dated 5 April 1990 tothe Pike commnittee?

(3) Will the Minister table all relevant information on the current exposure in
relation to the Government Insurance Fund - Employers Indemnity?

(4) Is there a guarantee?

(5) If yes to (4), by whom and for what amount?
Mir TAYLOR replied:

(1) No.

(2) Since the Government workers' compensation fund was established in 1913
under the admninistration of the Government Actuary, the State Government
has been responsible for this fund. The administration of this fund was
transferred to the State Government Insurance Office when it was formed in
1926 and then to the SOWC when it was formed in 1987. This fund has been
operated on a receipt and payments basis since its formation. That is, receipts
cover payments for the year.

(3) This is done each financial year in the annual report.

(4) No.

(5) Not applicable.

EMPLOYMENT - COMPULSORY UNIONISM
Workplaces

153. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:

(1) Does the Minister acknowledge that there are workplaces in Western
Australia where compulsory unionism exists?

(2) Why has the Minister taken no action under section 96H of the Industrial
Relations Act in relation to workplaces where employment is clearly
conditional upon membership of a trade union?
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Mr TROY replied:

(I) Yes. A number of Federal awards which apply in Western Auscralia provide
for preference of employment of union members.

(2) Section 96H of the Industrial Relations Act does not confer any authority on
the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations to institute proceedings.

STAMP DUTY - BELOW BUDGET COLLECTIONS
Property Lease Guarantees

162. Mr COURT to the Deputy Premier:

(I) What are the main reasons stamp duty collections are not up to Budget
expectations?

(2) Why has the Government resorted to using new interpretations of stamp duty
legislation to raise additional revenues as highlighted by its stance of now
charging stamp duty on guarantees related to property leases?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) The main reasons for stamp duty collections being below budget are a greater
than forecast downturn in property markets and a lower than forecast level of
motor vehicle purchases.

(2) The Government played no part in the Commissioner of Taxation's
determination that the provisions of section 19 of the Stamp Act required
guarantees which were incorporated in lease instruments to be separately
assessed. The State Taxation Department has deferred implementation of this
assessing practice pending fuirther legal clarification.

BELL GROUP SHARES - STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMSSION
Investment Advice

203. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(1) Has advice been sought, other than from the State Government Insurance
Commission itself, by either the Minister or the former Treasurer on whether
the SGIC's investment in the Bell Group was prudent?

(2) If Yes, whose advice was sought?

(3) Was any pressure applied by or on behalf of fonmer Ministers for the SGIC to
make such an investment?

(4) Did the Government express an opinion to the SGIC, either directly or
through one of the commissioners, that the SGIC should invest in the Bell
Group?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(l)-(2)
I am informed that, in making its decision, the SGIC had before it advice from
Salomon Bros.

(3) Not to my knowledge.

(4) 1 understand that the then Treasurer was advised of the 501(2's intention and
did not disagree.

HEALTH - RENAL DIALYSIS UNITS
Royal Perth Hospital - Shenton Park Transfer

204. Mir HASS ELI to the Minister for Health:

(1) Are the dialysis units at Royal Perth Hospital being transferred to Shenton
Park?

(2) How many units are there?

(3) Are they all being situated north of the river?

(4) If the units are being moved, who authorised the move and why?
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(5) Were the patients who rely on the dialysis units and who live south of the
river canvassed for their views on the relocation of the units?

(6) If so, where and when.)

(7) If not, will the Minister reconsider housing dialysis units south of the river?

(8) If not, why not?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) The State self-care renal dialysis unit currently located on the Wellington
Street campus of Royal Perth Hospital is being relocated to its Shenton Park
campus. The hospital's inpatient dialysis unit will remain on the Wellington
Street campus.

(2) Three. In addition to the two Royal Perth Hospital units there is another
inpatient dialysis unit at the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.

(3) All current units are located north of the river, but dialysis at home is
available to appropriately selected patients throughout the metropolitan area
and in other parts of the State.

(4) The decision to move the unit was made by the administration of Royal Perth
Hospital as part of its normal management functions. The decision was made
to improve accommodation for staff and patients and to provide a less
institutional setting. The move will also permit improvement in the facilities
available for training patients in home dialysis.

(5)-(6)
An initial informal survey of patients was carried out by the hospital. At my
direction a more extensive survey was conducted in March 1.990. The latter
survey covered patients from throughout the metropolitan area and was
particularly concerned with any alterations to current transport support
required for individual patients. The information obtained is being used to
assist patients in making satisfactory new transport arrangements.

(7)-(8)
While the present number of renal dialysis patients does not justify a further
unit, the matter will be subject to periodic review.

TRADE UNIONS - STATE SCHOOL TEACHERS UNION
Settlement Details

211. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Education:

(1) What are the details of the settlement reached between the Government and
the State School Teachers Union as announced on 6 April 1990?

(2) Was the settlement within the guidelines laid down federally in connection
with salary increases and industry restructuring?

(3) Specifically what agreement was made in relation to work practices within
schools and changes to work practices?

(4) WWl the Minister table a copy of any agreement, memorandum, letter or other
record of understanding in relation to future consultation on work practices
and procedures?

Dr GALLOP replied:

(I) See copy of mem-orandumn of agreement tabled.

(See paper No 283.1
(2) Yes . The memorandum of agreement is subject to ratification by the

Government School Teachers Tribunal.

(3) See part 1 of memorandum of agreement.

(4) Yes.
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STAMP DUTY - SMALL BUSINESS
Property Lease Guarantees - Additional Charge Proposal

230. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Small Business:
(1) Was it factually reported in the Weekend Australian on the weekend of 14, 15

April 1990 that the State Taxation Department has decided that guarantees of
leases shall be an additional basis for stamp duty payable on tenancy renta
and leasing agreements?

(2) If so, does the Minister agree with this decision which creates additional
burdens to small business, or is the Minister going to do something against it?

Mr CARR replied:
(1) I am advised that the report was substantially correct.
(2) . I understand that the State Taxation Department decided to change its

assessing practice on the basis of legal advice that the change would ensure
conformity with the requirements of the Stamp Act. However, the
Commissioner of State Taxation has now deferred implementation of this
decision because of uncertainty about the legal position. Although I am
concerned about any additional burden on small business, I am not in a
position to comment on the legal issues involved in this case.

JUVENILE OFFENDERS - CAUTIONARY SYSTEM
244. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Justice:

(1) What are details of the Government plan for young criminals to be
repnimanded by police in front of their parents instead of facing court, as
reported in The West Australian on 27 April?

(2) Is legislation proposed to establish the new cautioning system?

(3) When will that legislation be introduced?
(4) In what way will the new system differ from existing programs for cautions

and divert alleged first offenders from court appearances?
(5) What classification of offences will be permitted to cause offenders to face the

reprimand process rather than the court?

(6) In determinting whether second rime offenders will face the reprimand system
rather than the court, what regard will be had to the first conviction of the
alleged offender?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(1) Recommendation for a cautionary system came from a joint
Police/Department for Community Services working party which reported -

(a) WA is the only State where police lack a statutory cautioning power;

(b) cautioning would provide a very useful mechanism for dealing with
minor offences. The recommendation for cautioning was endorsed by
the Commissioner of Police and Director General of the Department
for Community Services. Operating details will be a matter for the
Comnmissioner of Police.

(2) Yes, an amendment to the Child Welfare Act.

(3) Within six months.

(4) Although informal cautioning of young offenders by police does occur at
present there is no statutory authority for this action and it receives no formal
recognition within the juvenile justice system. It differs from the Children's
(Suspended Proceedings) Panel in that it can be used more flexibly and
immediately, thus increasing its relevance to the particular offence.

(5) The same ones that carn be dealt with by the Children's (Suspended
Proceedings) Panel. The fourth schedule of the Child Welfare Act and
regulation 12 of the Child Welfare Regulations list serious offences that
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cannot be dealt with by the children's panel. I am considering adding
unlawful use and car theft to that list.

(6) It is proposed that police standing orders will contain guidelies as to when to
caution. Factors such as the seriousness of the current offence and any prior
offences will be considered; however, it will be at the sole discretion of police
whether to deal with a particular matter by way of caution.

GOLD CORPORATION - VITROKELE INVOLVEMENT
255. Mr COURT to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(1) Is Gold Corporation still involved in the gold extraction process known at
vitrokele?

(2) If yes, what is its involvement?

(3) When will this process be conercialised?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(04-3)
Gold Corporation has never been involved in the process. Some months ago
an organisation proposing to trial the process held discussions with the
corporation about leasing from it, on a commercial. basis, a small carbon-in-
pulp treatment plant, but these discussions came to nothing. The corporation
is being kept informed about the development of the process with a view to
facilitating its introduction into processing.

GOLD REFINERY - AIRPORT SITE
Completion Date

261. Mr COURT to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(1) When was the new gold refinery completed at its airport site?
(2) What was the reason for the delays in the refining activities being transferred

from the old Mint to the new refinery?
(3) Have any special industrial agreements been reached with the work force

working at the new refinery?
(4) If yes to (3), what are these agreements?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) The builder moved off the site in July 1989, the installation of equipment was
completed in October, comm-issioning trials began in December and refiing
began in January.

(2) It was always envisaged that the new refinery and refining facilities at the
Perth Mint would operate in tandem for some weeks. Thi1s period was
extended to treat a backlog of dore from Papua New Guinea with a very high
silver content which required special handling. The backlog arose because for
a period the big mine concemned sent three times the contracted level of dore
for treatment.

(3) The work force at the new refinery is being paid a negotiated relocation
allowance to compensate for additional costs and inconvenience associated
with moving from a central city location, to Newburn, adjacent to the
international airport. The allowance is $3 per day worked for 12 months or
transport from the city to the new site for six months.

(4) Answered by (3).
INIDUSTRIAL RELATIONS - LEGISLATION AMENDMENTS

Enterprise Bargaining
291. Mr COURT to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:

(1) Will the Government amend any industrial relations legislation making it
possible for enterprise bargaining to be introduced into our industrial relations
system?
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(2) If yes. when will these changes be introduced?

Mr TROY replied:

The processes of enterprise bargaining can be accommuodated through the
current industrial relations system.

NATIONAL IDEAS SUMMIT - DELEGATION
Deputy Premier Parker Report

296. Mr COURT to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Did the Government receive a report from the former Deputy Premier, Mr
D.C. Parker, on the delegation sent to the National Ideas Summnit in February
1990?

(2) If yes. will this report be made public?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) The former Deputy Premier did not attend, and did not send a delegation to
the National Ideas Summnit.

(2) Not applicable.

TAFE - OFFICER DELEGATION
Singapore Fact Finding Mission

314. Mr TUTBBY to the Minister assisting the Minister for Education with TAFE:

(1) Was a delegation of technical and further education officers from the
ministrfs control office booked for a fact finding mission to Singapore in late
February 1990?

(2) If so. was this trip undertaken?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) No.

(3) The study tour was deferred because the administrative arrangements in
relation to the trip were unsatisfactory.

EDUCATION MINISTRY - EDUCATION ALLOWANCE
317. Mr AINSWORTH to the Minister for Education:

(1) What has been the total amount paid to parents in the form of the education
allowance?

(2) What has been the cost of advertising the education allowance?

(3) Will the Minister table a list of the newspapers and other publications in
which the education allowance was advertised and the number of timnes the
advertisement appeared in each publication?

(4) (a) Has there been any advertising of the education allowance on
television or radio;

(b) if yes, which stations?

(5) What is the cost of administering the education allowance?

(6) What was the cost of including a personalised letter to one of the parents from
the former Minister with the education allowance cheques?

(7) Why was the personalised letter necessary?

Dr GALLOP replied:

(1) As at 2OApril1990- $19 154 400.

(2) $11 238.
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(3) Single advertisement in each publication on the following dates -

Daily News - 6, 8 December 1989; 26 January 1990.
The West Australian - 2, 8 December t989; 24, 27 January;

28 February, 3 March 1990.
All local community newspapers - 3 December 1989;

24 January 1990.
Sunday Times - 28 January 1990.

(4) (a) No.

(b) Not applicable.

(5) The exercise is not yet concluded. The cost estimates are $278 000.

(6) The cost for printing and distribution of the cheques is estimated at $50 000.
No separate costs are available for including a personalised letter with the
cheques.

(7) Because as part of the Family Pledge, the then Premier indicated that a direct
payment would be made to assist families.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN EGG MARKETING BOARD - OVASCAN PTY LTD
Unauthorised Investments

327. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Can the Minister explain why the Western Australian Egg Marketing Board
has unauthorised investments in Ovascan Pty Ltd?

(2) Does the Western Australian Egg Marketing Board still maintain this
unauthorised investment, arnd for how long has it held it?

(3) If yes to (2), can the Minister explain why?
(4) Can the Minister outline steps he is taking to ensure that this requirement of

the Financial Administration and Audit Act is complied with in the current
financial year?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) The WA Egg Marketing Board was under the impression that a previous
authorisation for marketing investments applied. However, the Auditor
General established that a separate approval was required for each and every
investment. Consequently approvals are now in process for all current
investments.

(2) Yes. Since November 1988.
(3) The investment in Ovascan Pty Ltd is a vehicle to generate funds for research

and development in the automatic handling of eggs. Four other State boards
have contributed to the funding in addition to a $150 000 grant made by the
Commonwealth

(4) See l).

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - EMPLOYEES
338. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(1) How many employees are still in the employ of the Western Australian
Development Corporation at the present time?

(2) Would the Minister break down the divisions within which those employees
are currently located?

Mr TAYLOR replied.

(1) 35ias atIMay99O.
(2) WADC Corporate 5

LandCorp Division 11
EventsCorp Division 19
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SCHOOLS - NORTH MANDIJRAI4 PRIM(ARY SCHOOL
Special Education Centre

340. Mr NICHOLLS to the Minister for Education:
(L) (a) Will the Government construct the necessary facilities at North

Mandurah Primary School to provide a special education centre at that
school;

(b) if yes to (a), will this take place before the commencement of the 1991
school year;

(c) how manty students will the unit have a capacity to accept?

(2) (a) Is the Minister aware of a booklet published by the Victorian Institute
of Secondary Education (VISE), entitled Towards the Socially-critical
School;

(b) if yes to (a), does the Minister accept the theme of this booklet and
how does the theme compare with that of the philosophy of this
Government's direction on education?

Dr GALLOP replied:

(1) (a)-(b)
The provision of education support facilities at North Mandurah
Primary School has been listed in the proposed 1990-91 Capital Works
Program subject to the availability of funds. Until such time as the
details of the State Budget are announced later this year, it is not
possible to indicate when the work will actually commence.

(c) 25.
(2) (a) Yes.

(b) Unfortunately I have not read the booklet so it would be inappropriate
for me to comment on its relevance.

JUVENILES - STATE WARDS
Abuse Reports

342. Mr NICHOLLS to the Minister for Community Services:

(1) I-ow many juveniles are currently wards of the State and how many were
listed as wards of the State during each year since 1980?

(2) (a) How many juveniles have been subjected to care and protection orders
in the previous 12 months;

(b) how does this compare with each year since 1980?
(3) (a) Has there been any reports of juvenile abuse on any juvenile who is or

was under the protection of the State;

(b) if yes, how many reports have been received and in what year;
(c) how many were in the categories of sexual, physical or emotional;

(d) what were the ages of the victims?
(4) Has an employee of the Department for Community Services ever been

charged in relation to the abuse of any juvenile?

(5) If yes to (4) -

(a) what were the persons' positions at the time;

(b) which office were they attached to;

(c) are they still employed by the department?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(1) 1980 2907
1981 2549
1982 2338
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1983 2023
1984 1 645
1985 1 366
1986 1 202
1987 1080
1988 957
1989 792

(2) (a) 146.
(b) This infonmation is not readily available and would require

considerable time and resources to collate.
(3) Children under the protection of the State are placed in a variety of settings

such as foster care, residential care or with extended family members. Like
any other children they are potentially at risk of abuse and a small number of
reports are received each year. A small minority of these reports will involve
perpetrators who are themselves juveniles but in the past separate records
have not been kept and it is not possible to give a detailed answer to this
question.

(4) Yes.

(5) One recent case involved an employee who was employed as a field worker
attached to the Northamt district office. He was charged with sexual offences
against a juvenile but was found not guilty. He no longer works for the
department.

MULTIFUNCTION POLIS - WESTERN AUSTRALIA
347. Mr BRADSHAW to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Has the Government expressed interest in or prepared a submission to have
the multifunction polis built in Western Australia?

(2) If yes to (1), which site is proposed?
(3) If Western Australia is chosen, what is the estimated cost to the State in 1990

terms?
(4) Who is expected to live and work at the multifunction polis?
(5) How many people are expected to live there?
(6) What is the basis of the concept?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(I)-(2)

The Governiment will shortly be considering whether to lodge an ME?
proposal. Four other States will be submitting proposals. Details of a site or
sites await consideration of the proposal.

(3) If Western Australia is chosen, the MFP will be financially self-supporting
and will not be the recipient of a Government subsidy.

(4)-(5)
The MEP is expected to attract local, other Australian and international
visitors and residents with numbers being dependent on the nature of any such
development.

(6) The MFP is a proposal to develop an urban centre suited to the technological
changes that will occur in Australia during the twenty-first century. Should
the MFP project be approved by the Australian Government, it would be
developed with international collaboration, by a partnership of Australia's
public, private and community sectors. An MEP would provide research,
development and education programs, with international participation. It
could stimulate high-tech export industries which will make full use of
Australia's human and natural resources.

A7SA71-15

695



STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE - NEW SOUTH WALES
GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE

Interstate Operations

359. Mr COURT to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(1) Will the Government Insurance Office of New South Wales be comnmencing
operations in Western Australia in direct competition with the State
Goverrnent Insurance Office?

(2) If yes, when will this occur?

(3) Has the State Government been required to provide any approvals for this to
occur?

(4) Is the SGIO planning to move into interstate operations?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) The member may be better informed if this question were directed to the

Premier of New South Wales. I believe GIO of New South Wales intends to
commence a life insurance operation in Western Australia.

(2) 1 believe GIO, of New South Wales intends to do so this year.

(3) No.
(4) The SGIO is not intending to move interstate with retail insurance operations.

The SGIC Act 1986 does not prevent the SGIO doing so if it chooses to in the
future.

LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS - SUMITOMO CORPORATION
Feasibility Study, Northern Australia

365. Mr COURT to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(I) Is the Minister aware that Sumitomo Corporation is preparing a feasibility
study to develop a liquefied natural gas project in the Bonaparte Gulf off
northern Australia?

(2) If yes, what approaches have been made to this company for the establishment
of a new LNG project in the Pilbara?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Senior executives from the Department of Resources Development axe in
constant contact with all sectors of the LNG industry in order to ensure that all
opportunities in WA are fully evaluated whenever additional LNG imports by
Japan, Korea and Taiwan are considered.

ROTHWELLS LTD - RURAL & INDUSTRIES BANK OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Creditors' Interests Committee Representative

366. Mr COURT to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(I) Why is no representative of the Rural and Industries Bank of Western
Australia sitting on a creditors' interests committee involved in the Rothweils
liquidation process?

(2) Was the R & I Bank invited to be on this committee?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) The bank, for its own good reasons, and having satisfied itself that its interests
are being adequately protected, declined an invitation to appoint a
representative to the creditors' interests committee.

(2) See (1) above.
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ASSET MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE - PROPERTY SALE
368. Mr COURT to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(1) What properties has the Government's Asset Management Task F6rce sold
this financial year?

(2) What income has been derived from these sales?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

The Asset Management Task Force has, to date, completed 74 projects, of
which it has sold or has under contract of sale 68 properties valued at $27.6
million. A complete list of the property assets disposed of through the Asset
Management Task Force program in 1989-90 will be provided when the
1989-90 State Budget results are tabled in Parliament.

Major properties currently on the market under the AMT program include:
The Railway Institute Building, Wellington Street, Perth; Aston Clinic
Building. West Perth; surplus Fremantle Hospital property; 772 Hay Street,
Perth; Earlsfeny Hostel, Guildford; old Cottesloe Police Station: old
Annadale Police Station and surplus land adjacent to Nulsen Haven, Belmont.
Derails of properties identified for possible sale by the AMT cannot be made
available until a thorough examination of each has been undertaken and a
decision taken by Government. Any disposal will be announced publicly and
sold through the AMT's standard open, public and fair process.

DEFENCE - NORTH WEST CAPE FACILITY
.Changes

375. Mr COURT to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Has the State Glovernment been informed of the changes that will take place at
the North West Cape defence facility?

(2) If yes, what effect will they have on the town of Exmouth?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(I)-(2)
1 am advised the Department of Defence is undertaking a review for the
implementation of the Prime Minister's commnitment for Australia to take full
financial responsibility for the North West Cape defence facility. The State
Government will be closely monitoring the situation to ensure that the effects
on the town of Exmnouth are minimised.

EMPLOYMENT - COMPULSORY UNIONISM
Workplaces

391. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:

(1) Does the Governument support the existence of compulsory unionism at certain
workplaces?

(2) If yes, which workplaces?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) The Government supports the Western Australian Industrial Relations
Commission being given the jurisdiction to deal with union membership
matters and specifically the power to insert preference clauses along similar
lines to those available to the Australian Industrial Relations Commission.

(2) Not applicable.

GOODWYN CONTRACTS
Western Australian Industry Assistance

394. Mr COURT to the Minister for Finance and Economic Development:

(1) Would the Minister provide details of the specific assistance being provided
to Western Australian industry to win some of the Goodwyn contracts?

697



698 [ASSEMBLY]

(2) Which companies are involved?

(3) What is the itemised cost of these assistance packages?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) The major assistance provided by the State Government to Western Australian
industry to win Goodwyn contracts has been the support package given for the
utilities and accommodation modules. The Goverrnent has through the
National Industry Extension, also provided quality management system to
companies to enable them to qualify for Goodwyn contracts.

(2) In relation to the modules, Press Offshore/Clough joint venture.

(3) In relation to the modules, $7.6 million consisting of -

$4.9 million direct Government contribution towards the provision by
Goverrnent of site infrastructure;
$1.4 million payroll tax foregone;
$1.3 million site rental foregone.

BUSES - SCHOOL BUSES
Safety Standards

401. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Education:

(1) In the light of a recent school bus accident in South Stirling, are the current
standards adequate for the protection of the children who use the buses, and is
the Minister considering a review of the current specifications for school
buses?

(2) Would a system which took into consideration the state of school bus rn
roads be of benefit to the users of the service?

(3) If no to (1) and (2), can the Minister explain why?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) The ministry maintains a very high standard of safety for school buses and

ensures that specifications are continually reviewed to protect the excellent
safety record that the ministry currently has.

(2) Physical conditions including roads are taken into consideration when bus
specifications are detailed for specific bus routes. No specific new action will
be taken as a result of the accident at South Stirling.

(3) Not applicable.

WATER RESOURCES - RANGERS
Reservoirs. Metropolitan Water Supply - Employment Cutback

410. Mr TUBBY to the Minister for Water Resources:

Further to question 29 of 1990 -

(a) does the Water Authority of Western Australia have any plans to Cut
hack on the number of rangers employed at any of the reservoirs
providing water for the metropolitan water supply scheme;

(b) if so, which reservoirs will be affected?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(a) Yes.

(b) One ranger at Canning Darn.

HEALTH SURVEYORS - SHORTAGE

413. Mr TUBBY to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is there a shortage of health surveyors?

(2) Are sufficient students being encouraged to undertake university courses to
ensure that a shortage of health surveyors does not occur in the future?
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(3) If not, has the Government taken action to encourage students inco this field of
study?

(4) If so, what action has been taken?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Yes. There are 25 to 30 vacancies throughout the State including eight in the
Health Department.

(2)-(4)
I understand that interest in the health surveying course was quite high this
year - in contrast to some earlier years - and extra first year students have
been enrolled. Senior officers of the Health Department have had recent
discussions with the head of school at Curtin University and representatives of
the Australian Institute of Environmental Health with a view to quickly
producing some graduates in environmental health by a 'fast-track" bridging
course for persons who already have an appropriate science degree. These
discussions are continuing.

The Health Department has also offered support to Curtin University for the
Careers Expo at the end of June. This matter has also been under discussion
between the senior staff of the Health Department, Curtin University and the
Institute of Environmental Health. These initiatives are being taken primarily
by the professional development committee of the institute with the active
support of the Health Department.

'EVENING STAR" - EDUCATION MINISTRY FLOATING CLASSROOM
PROJECT

Continuation Assurance
416. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Education:

Can the Minister give an assurance to the House that the Ministry of
Education's floating classroom project on the Evening Star - which has been
successfully conducted for the past I I years - will continue with another
vessel if necessary?

Dr GALLOP replied:

No. The Evening Star II is not operational as she is unable to meet Marine
and Harbours' survey requirements. Alternative strategies to continue the
floating classroom project are being investigated.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS - ST GEORGE'S TERRACE-MIfLLIGAN STREET
Readjustment

417. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Transport:

Considering that the not long ago reprogrammed traffic lights at the corner of
St George's Terrace and Milligan Street cause the flow of traffic to be held up
for approximately twice as long as was the case before the reprogramming,
when will these lights be adjusted to work in the way they did before?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

The change to these signals involved the inclusion of a pedestrian-only phase
,which has resulted in improved pedestrian safety at this intersection. In
providing the pedestrian-only phase it was known that there would be an
adverse effect on vehicle traffic. Removal of the new phase would greatly
reduce the present level of pedestrian safety.

FISHING - SOVIET UNION
Trade Agreement

418. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) To what extent, if at all, has the Western Australian Minister for Fisheries
and/or the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council been consulted about
the details of the trade agreement between Australia and the Soviet Union
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involving, among other things, the right of Russian trawlers to fish on the
Western Australian coast?

(2) Would the Minister table a copy of the trade agreement?

M~r GORDON HILL replied:
(1) 1 have been kept informed by the Commonwealth Minister for Primary

Industries and Energy of the Australian Government's intention to sign a head
agreement which, in part. provides for Soviet crawling within the Australian
fishing zone. I have been assured that, when firm proposals are received from
the Soviets under this head agreement, there will be consultation with both
State Governments and relevant sectors of the fishing industry. The fishing
will be conducted within the current Commonwealth management plan for the
west coast deepwarer trawl management plan which was formulated in
consultation with industry.

(2) Yes.
PRISONS - PRIVATE CONSIDERATION

Queensland Bore/Ion Correction Centre
419. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister representing the Minister for Corrective Services:

Has the Government considered introducing privately operated and perhaps
privately owned prisons based on the apparently successful example of the
Queensland Borallon Correction Centre?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

No.
JUVENILE OFFENDERS - HUNTINODALE YOUTH
Pedestrian Killing Conviction - Sentence Serving Time

426. Mr HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney Genera]:

What is the actual time that the Huntingdale youth, convicted of killing a
pedestrian while driving at high speed in a stolen car, will serve of the one
year sentence imposed on him?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
This matter is sub judice, being the subject of an appeal against inadequacy of
sentence.

JUVENILE OFFENDERS - HUNTINGOALE YOUTH
Pedestrian Killing Conviction - Previous Convictions

427. Mf HASSELL to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Is it correct that the Huntingdale youth convicted of killing a pedestrian on 4
November 1989 had previous convictions for -

(a) persistent car stealing;

(b) for robbing a taxi driver;

(c) for assault?

(2) Was the court aware of these previous convictions at the time of passing
sentence?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

See answer to question 426.

PORTS AND HARBOURS - ALBANY PORT AUTHORITY
Act and Regulations Amendments

429. Mr WATT' to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the desire of the Albany Port Authority for its Act and
regulations to be revised and amended?
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(2) If so, is it intended that legislation to amend the Act will be introduced in this
session of Parliament?

(3) If not, when is it expected to be introduced?

(4) If the Act is not to be amended in the short term, will consideration be given
to amending the regulations?

Mrs BEGIGS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) No, a Bill to amend the Act is currently being drafted, but it will not be
completed in time to be introduced in this session of Parliament.

(3) 1 hope to introduce the amended legislation in the spring session of
Parliament.

(4) Consideration will be given to amending those regulations needed to properly
operate the port between now and the introduction of the amended legislation
to Parliament.

WATER RESOURCES - GROUND WATER
Underground Storage Tanks - Pollution Prevention Regulations

431. Mr WATT' to the Minister for Water Resources:

Does the Government intend to introduce regulations to require continuous
monitoring of underground storage tanks to prevent pollution of Perth's
valuable ground water supplies?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

The Water Authority and the Environmental Protection Authority are
investigating the adequacy of existing regulations regarding the installation
and monitoring of underground storage tanks in the Perth region to prevent
pollution of ground water resources. These investigations should be
completed during 1990.

WATER RESOURCES -GROUND WATER
Underground Storage Tanks -Armadale Petrol Leak

432. Mr WATT' to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) What standards or regulations apply to the design, installation and operation
of underground storage tanks in Western Australia to prevent the
contamnination of underground water supplies?

(2) As it was reported in local newspapers on 21 July 1989 that a 45 000 litre
underground storage tank located at the Anmadale police station had leaked
8 000 litres of petrol into the environment -

(a) has action been taken to clean up this leak;

(b) what action is the Minister taking to prevent any recurrence of such
incidents;

(c) is the Minister aware of any similar incidents elsewhere in Perth;

(d) has the local ground water at Armadale been permanently
contaminated by this leak;

(e) what warnings, if any, have been issued to local residents about the
possible contamination of the local ground water in Armadale
following this leak;

(f) is the Minister aware that part IV, regulation 73.1 of the Explosives
and Dangerous Goods Act states that every underground tank shall be
checked for leakage every five years up to 20 years of age and every
two years thereafter;

(g) does the Minister consider that this frequency is sufficient in view of
widespread reports of leaky fuel tanks from Australia and overseas?
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Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) The design, installation and operation of underground storage tanks in WA is

regulated under the Explosives and Dangerous Goods Act, administered by
the Department of Mines. The Water Authority administers further regulation
of underground storage tanks in declared underground water pollution control
areas under provisions of the Metropolitan Water Supply Sewerage and
Drainage Act 1909.

(2) (a) Yes.
(b) Refer answer to question 43!1.

(c) A Limited number of leaking underground storage tanks are known to
have occurred in Perth.

(d) No.

(e) There is not considered to be any risk to local residents.

(f) Yes.
(g) Refer answer to question 43 1.

WATER RESOURCES - GROUND WATER
Underground Storage Tanks - Dianella Toxic Substance Leak

433. Mr WATT to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Is the Minister aware of an abandoned underground storage rank at the corner

of Harold and Walter Roads, Dianella which has been leaking a volatile, toxic
organic substance into the grounid water?

(2) Is the Minister aware that at least one private local bore has been
contaminated already by this leaking tank?

(3) What action, if any, has the Minister or the Water Authority of Western
Australia taken to prevent any further ground water pollution from this
source?

(4) Has the extent of the pollution problem been detenmined?

(5) What is the substance which has been found leaking from this underground
storage tank?

(6) Is it a hazard to human health?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Yes. It is believed an underground storage tank is the source of

contamination.
(2) Yes.
(3) The tank has been decommissioned by filling with water.

(4) The extent of contamination is very small.
(5) The substance is a petrogenic - that is, petrol derived - substance.

(6) Yes; however, the level of pollution in this State is not considered to pose a
health hazard.

WATER RESOURCES - GROUND WATER
Owelup Urban Field - Water Authority Organic Pollutants Analysis

435. Mr WATT to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Has the Water Authority of Western Australia carried out an analysis of

organic pollutants in ground water in the urbanised Gwelup ground water
field?

(2) If yes to (1), will the Minister provide a copy of the report of this study?

(3) Have studies been carried out elsewhere in Western Australia to detect
organic pollutants such as TCE, benzene and petrol in ground water?
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(4) If yes to (3), will the Minister provide me with a copy of these reports?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) A report is in preparation on organic pollutants from all public water supply
ground water fields supplying metropolitan Perth. A copy will be made
available when the report is completed:

(3) Yes, in parts of the Perth area by the CSIRO.

(4) When completed the study report will be available from the cSIRo.

UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS - PERTH METROPOLITAN AREA
Dames and Moore Report - Water Authority Commission

436. Mr WAIT to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Did the Water Authority of Western Australia recently commission a report
by Dames and Moore to locate the whereabouts and condition of underground
storage tanks in the Perth metropolitan area?

(2) How much did this report cost?

(3) Will the Minister provide me with a copy of this report?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) $46650.98.

(3) Yes.

HEALTH - NEONATAL AND GYNAECOLOGICAL SERVICES
Task Force Report

438. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is the report of the task force which looked at neonatal and gynaecological
services available to the public?

(2) If not, when will it be available?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Yes. Released on 20 March 1990.

(2) Not applicable.

H-AEMOPH-ILIACS - HWV-AIDS INFECTION
Royal Perth and Fremantle Hospitals -Suing Proceedings

442. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:

(1) Are the Royal Perth and Fremantle Hosp itals being sued by haemophiliacs
who have been infected with the HIV/acquired immune deficiency syndrome
virus?

(2) If yes, does the Minister support these people?

(3) Has an ex gratia payment been considered for these people?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Yes, eight writs have been filed and served against the hospitals named.

(2) The Health Department of Western Australia is defending the legal actions
filed. I understand that some plaintiffs may be receiving financial assistance
from the Legal Aid Commission.

(3) No ex gratia payment has been considered by the Government or the Health
Department of Western Australia. However, the Commonwealth Government
has made available a $13.2 million assistance fund.
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CORPORATE AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT - BURSWOOD RESORT CASINO
Confidential File Loss

446. Mrt COURT to the Mlinister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Was it correct that a confidential casino file was lost by the Corporate Affairs
Department?

(2) If yes, was an investigation carried out into its loss?

(3) If yes, who was responsible for that investigation?

(4) What was that person's position in the Corporate Affairs Department?

Mr D.SMITH replied:

(1) Yes. Photocopies of two files have been lost.

(2) Investigations have been conducted and are continuing.
(3) Investigations are being conducted jointly by the Police Department and the

Corporate Affairs Department.
(4) The relevant Corporate Affairs Department official is the department's

Deputy Director - Investigations.

INDUSTRY - VALUE ADDED PROCESSING INDUSTRIES
Projects. Interstate Locations - High Power Costs

447. Mr COURT to the Meinister representing the Mlinister for Resources:
(I) Is the Minister aware that some value added processing industries are

considering locating new projects in other States because of this State's high
energy processing costs?

(2) If yes, what industries have indicated these concerns to the Government?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) A number of projects are considering options for location. Energy costs are
one of a number of factors involved in location decisions. Resource
availability, site availability and a good industrial relations record are factors
with as much importance as energy cost.

(2) It would be inappropriate to discuss the position of particular companies while
negotiations are proceeding.

FERRIES - TRUCK AND PASSENGER FERRY
Fremanrle-Pilbara Plans

450. Mr COURT to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Are there plans for a truck and passenger ferry to commence operating from
Fremnantle to the Pilbara?

(2) If yes, when will this ferry commence service?

(3) By whom will this ferry be operated?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

() I am aware of a proposal by the company Ocean Freeway to operate a
passenger/trailer ferry service between Fremantle and the Pilbara. No
application has been received by the Department of Transport.

(2)-(3)
Answered by (1).

PORTS AND HARBOURS - FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORITY
Wha rfage Fee Increase

453. Mr COURT to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What increases in wharfage fees have been introduced by the Fremantle Port
Authority in the last 12 months for the handling of sand?

(2) What is the justification for these increases?
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(3) Have these increases resulted in exporters using alternative port facilities?

Mrs B EGGS replied:
(1) Wharfage charges on products of (he soil of the State passing over Fremantle

Port Authority controlled wharves were increased by 60 per tonnie - six
per cent - from 980 to $1.04 per tonine from 7 July 1989.

(2) The increase in charges was necessary to offset rises in operating costs.

(3) No.

WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - SEWER AND WATER
HEAD WORKS
Charges Increase

457. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Is it the Government's intention to authorise the Water Authority of Western

Australia to increase the charges for sewer and water headworks as levied
with the development of urban and industrial land?

(2) What is the current cost per hectar-e in the metropolitan region levied
specifically for -

(a) sewer headworks;

(b) water headworks;

(c) main drainage headworks?

(3) If yes to (1), what is the intended percentage increase in headworks costs and
what are the new rates per hectare to be levied specifically for -

(a) sewer headworks;

(b) water headworks?

(4) If yes to (1). from what date are these new charges to apply?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

Following a review of the current subdivision headworks contribution levels,
the Water Authority of Western Australia has forwarded a submission seeking
approval for an increase. Evaluation of the proposal has not been completed.

(2) Generally, headworks contributions are assessed on a lot basis for urban land,
the current contribution levels being $600, $1 187 and $309 per lot for sewer,
water and drainage respectively. Industrial land is assessed on an area basis
and the curret contribution levels are $2 400, $4 748 and $1 236 per hectare
for sewer, water and drainage respectively. (Applicable as at May 1990.)

TRANSPORT CO-ORDINATION ACT - LICENCE FEE IRREGULARITY
.Livestock, Grain, Bulldozer Charges

460. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware that under the current Transport Co-ordination Act 1956
the same licence fee is charged for a semitrailer carting livestock or grain
produce as for a bulldozing contractor or heavy machine operator transporting
that machine from place to place to carry out their business?

(2) Does the Minister consider that the bulldozer operator is penalised in that his
truck is on the moad for a much shorter time than the livestoHk or grain
carrying vehicle?

(3) Can the Minister assure the House that this anomaly will be redressed in the
current review of the Transport Co-ordination Act?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

(1) Fees appropriate to the category of licence referred to are as follows -

(a) Livestock transport is exempt from licensing provisions of the Act.
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(b) Grain transport licences are charged on a radial distance: 150
kilometre radius, fees are $O.0109 per kilogram of chargeable weight
of the vehicle; 350 kilometre radius, fees are $0.0166 per kilogram of
chargeable weight of the vehicle.

(c) Earthmnoving licences are charged on a Statewide basis. Fees are
$0.0080 per kilogram of chargeable weight of the vehicle.

(2) No.
(3) A commitment has been given to review the licensing system this year.

TELECOM - SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Telecom Plus Supplyner Joint Venture - Government Departments and

Agencies Monopoly

502. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister representing the Minister for Services:

(1) Is it Government policy to give the Telecom Plus/Department of Services
joint venture known as Telecom Plus Supplynet a monopoly in the supply of
electronic data interchange services to the various Government departments
and agencies that use such a service?

(2) If yes, why?
(3) In the case of a service provided to the State Government by Telecom or any

of its subsidiaries where that service is within the deregulated sector of the
telecommunications industry, does the Government give Telecom any
advantage over the private sector in competing for the supply of such a
service?

(4) Are all contracts for the supply of services from within the deregulated sector
of the telecommunications industry determined by open competitive tender?

(5) If' not, how are they decided?

Mrs B EGGS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) No.

(4)-(5)
All supply requirements are procured in accordance with the provisions of the
State Tender Board Act.

SERVICES DEPARTMENT - TELECOM PLUS SIJPPLYNET
Joint Venture Business Arrangement

503. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister representing the Minister for Services:

MI Has the Department of Services entered into a joint venture business
arrangement with Telecom Plus in relation to the service known as Telecom
Plus Supplynet?

(2) Is the joint venture agreement to -

(a) develop;
(b) market
Telecom Plus Supplynet?

(3) Does the department promote the use of Telecom Plus Supplynet throughout
the public sector?

Mrs B EGGS replied:

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Yes. The department would also promote any similar system designed to

improve public sector supply management in this State.
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POWER STATIONS - COLLIE
New Coal Fired Electrical Power Station

512. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:

(1) Has the Government made any decision to proceed in any way with design
environmental study, site selection and/or the commissioning of consultants to
evaluate feasibilities and the like of a new coal fired electrical power
generating station in the Collie region?

(2) Hase the Government, State Energy Commission of Western Australia or any
other Goverrnent agency called or invited selective tenders for any work
whatsoever to do with the proposed new power station at Collie?

Mr CARR replied;

(1) A possible power station site near Collie was purchased by SECWA in 1988.
Preliminary design and environment studies have been undertaken by
SECWA for a power station on that site. Legal and financial advisers have
been retained by SECWA to assist in the evaluation of alternative methods of
building, owning and operating a power station. An environmental review
and management program report has been prepared and submitted to the
Environmental Protection Authority. This action was necessary to ensure that
the Collie site remains a viable option for a power station to start up in late
1995. However, no decision has been made to proceed with a coal fired
power station at Collie.

(2) SECWA has invited three proponents to bid for a privately owned and
operated power station at Collie, and one proponent for Hill River.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

ECONOMY - WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Dowding, Mr Peter - Going Under Assessment

45. Mr MacKINNON to the Acting Premier:

(1) Is the former Premier accurate when, as reported in today's Daily News, he
says Western Australia is going under in economic terms?

(2) Does he agree with Mr Dowdinig's assessment that, firstly, youth
unemployment in Western Australia is set to skyrocket; and secondly, that the
number of jobless in Western Australia may rise, very likely to 12 per cent in
his opinion?

(3) If Mr Dowding's conments are accurate, why are the Acting Premier and his
colleagues attempting to mislead the public by indicating that the economy is
in good shape; in other words, who is telling the truth, the former Premier or
the current Government?

(4) If Mr Dowding's comments are accurate, what does the Government intend to
do to address the problem?

Mr Cunningham: Who believes the Daily News?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Shave: Are you saying the Daily News tells lies?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Question time usually is marked by a good deal
more decorumn than we have just heard from both the Government and the
Opposition benches. Even before the Acting Premier was on his feet
interjections were flying across the Chamber. This is not a good start and is
certainly not a good example to the members of the public who have come in
to view this occurrence.

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1)-(4)
I would like first of all to thank the Leader of the Opposition for the
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opportunity to comment an the report made in today's Daily News. I will start
by reading a report I received from a staff member who contacted
Mr Dowding and spoke to him about that story. It says this -

Mr Dowding today spoke to the Daily News by way of a complaint
that the front page story did not accurately reflect comment made last
night on ABC radio in the context that they were essentially directed at
negativism and specifically drew attention to the conduct of the
Liberal and National Parties.

In particular, he said -

The context of his comments made last night on the Jerry Gannon chat
show were that the negativism alive in this State was doing a
disservice to the economnic well being of Western Australia.

That certainly is alive and well, because members would know - one has only
to circulate in the business circles of this State to know - what those people
are saying about this Opposition. What they are saying is that the
Opposition's negativism, its knocking, its attitude and mode of behaviour is
designed to serve only one purpose; that is, their own self-interested, selfish
purpose of trying to get onto these Treasury benches. The Opposition has no
other purpose in mind, and that purpose is doing no more for this State than,
first of all, making certain that the Leader of the Opposition's turn in that
chair as Leader of the Opposition will be rather short, as the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition and member for Nedlands moves across.

Mr Court: We will be over there!

Mr TAYLOR: That illustrates my point - that is exactly what I am trying to prove.
As the Deputy Leader of the Opposition said, "Because we are trying to get
across there," That is right. These Opposition parties have one objective in
Western Australia, and that is to sit on this side of the House. They do not
care, as former Premier Peter Dowding pointed out, what is the cost to this
State of their trying to achieve that objective. That is exactly the point Peter
Dowding made: This Opposition's attitude and its approach in relation to
these sorts of issues is undoubtedly damaging Western Australia.
I turn now to the issue of unemployment. The unemployment figures camne
out today. They went up a little in Western Australia. and do members know
why? It was not because more people were being put out of work but because
more people were seeking work. That accounted for the difference.

Several Opposition members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr TAYLOR: Once again the behaviour of members on the Opposition benches
reveals their complete ignorance in relation to economnic matters and these
sorts of issues.

I will also take the opportunity to advise that in this State over the last year or
two the total value of mineral production rose to a record $9.3 billion, or
31 per cent above the 1988 level, and since July 1988, 22 major projects have
come to fruition, representing some $3.75 billion-worth of investment. That,
of course, will continue to expand in relation to the additional investment
opportunities chat will continue to open up in this State because this
Government is determined to make certain that they happen, and to move over
and past the negativism of this Opposition that was pointed to by Peter
Dowding in his comments last night.

WA INC - ROYAL COMMISSION
Miller, Mr Geofftey - Legal Consequences

46. Mr KOBELKE to the Acting Premier:
Is the Acting Premier aware of commients by leading Perth barrister
Mr Geoffrey Miller, QC on the possible legal consequences of ordering a
Royal Commission into matters related to WA Inc?
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Mr TAYLOR replied:

Mr Deputy Speaker -

Mr Hassell: I heard him on the radio this morning and he was not too good for your
side.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Cortesloe.

Mr TAYLOR: I also heard him on the radio this morning, and in fact I have the
transcript of what he said in front of me. What I have to say relates exactly to
what he said on the radio this morning. If the member for Cottesloc is saying
it is not too good for our side, it is certainly not too flash for the Liberal Parry,
when we consider some of the things Mr Miller is saying about that Royal
Commission, and when we consider also Mr Miller in terms of his attitude to
politics in Western Australia.

Mr Miller had some very interesting points to make about what he termed the
very serious legal consequences that could arise from appointing a Royal
Comrmission at this stage. The first point that Mr Miller makes is that it is
obvious that a jury in a criminal prosecution could be prejudiced by the
investigations of a Royal Commission. Mr Miller also makes the point that,
although evidence could be heard in camera, Royal Commissions have an
unfortunate habit of leaking, and Mr Miller said this is a real danger.

In regard to the more than 200 criminal charges that have already been laid as
a result of the McCusker inquiry, Mr Miller correctly points out that great care
has to be taken to ensure that these proceedings are not prejudiced by a Royal
Commission examining the same facts. It is clear, I believe, that the
Opposition parties, in relation to this sort of issue, are indeed prepared to stop
at nothing; but in their attitude of stopping at nothing let them also bear in
mind that not only does an independent person such as the Solicitor General
give his view in relation to this issue, but also we now have none other than
Geoffrey Miller, QC going along the same lines. I suggest that the Leader of
the Opposition put that in his pipe because quite frankly he is very much on
the wrong track.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! If members want question time to continue in this
way, it is pretty clear that the answers will not be heard. It is also clear that
we have a number of other matters on the Notice Paper and I will have no
hesitation in proceeding to those matters unless my calls for order are heeded.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS - ELECTORAL ROLL DEFICIENCIES
Non-recurrence Assurance

47. Mr WIESE to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

(1) In view of the deficiencies revealed in the State -electoral rolls during the
recent local government election, will the Minister assure the House that
similar deficiencies and abuses of the voting system did nor occur during the
last State and Federal elections?

(2) On what basis does the Minister give that assurance?

Dr GALLOP replied:

The member for Wagin is obviously reflecting upon issues raised in the Press
in recent days in respect of the local government election, and of course local
government electoral rolls are somewhat different from the State electoral
rolls.

Mr Kierath: How many dead people voted for you?

Withdrawal of Remzark

Dr GALLOP: [ take great offence to that remark and I ask that it be withdrawn.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I did not exactly hear from whom that remark came but I
certainly beard the words. Yesterday we discussed imputations and improper
motives, and I believe that remark breaches that Standing Order. I ask the
member - somewhere on my left - who made that remark to withdraw it.

Mr KIBRATH: I withdraw it.

Questions without Notice Resumed

Dr GALLOP: There is a difference between the two sets of rolls, in that with local
government election - as the Minister for Local Government would tell us -
there is an additional element besides a residential qualification for voting.
That complicates local government electoral rolls. In respect of the State
electoral rolls, I think in recent years we have seen a vast improvement in the
professionalism by which we organise such matters. We now have an
Electoral Commission appointed by Parliament to carry out this important job.
The ability of a person to get on to a roll has been made easier by the reforms
we introduced a number of years ago. Secondly, the Electoral Conmiission
takes a more pro-active role in ensuring that people come on to the roll
through the surveys it conducts throughout the year in conjunction with the
Commonwealth. The member can rest assured that although there will always
be some degree of anomaly on the edges in any electoral roil, I think we can
be assured that in this State the Electoral Commuission guarantees that as far as
humanly possible as many people who are entitled to vote in an election are
on the roll and can vote.

SENIOR CITIZENS - MANDURAN SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE
Government Contribution

48. Mr READ to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for The Aged:

Could the Minister please inform the House as to the Government's
contribution to the construction of the recently opened Mandurah Senior
Citizens Centre?

Mrs BEGIGS replied:

I have been infonmed by the Minister for The Aged that the total cost of the
building, including site work and landscaping, was $2 794 000. Of this the
Government contributed $1.8 million; the Mandurah City Council, $794 000
and the State Lotteries Commnission, $200 000.

ROADS - LAKE KING ROAD-NORSEMAN ROAD
Lake King Road-Cascades Road - Main Roads Department Gazetual

49. Mr AINSWORTH to the Minister for Transport:

Can the Minister confirm whether the Main Roads Departnent is currently
seeking gazettal of the Lake King to Norseman Road and the Lake King to
Cascades Road?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
I cannot confirm that; I do not deal with those matters on a day to day basis.
However if the member would like to speak to me afterwards, it would take
me only a telephone call to the Main Roads Department to be able to give him
that advice. He is expecting a bit much by expecting me to know that off the
top of my head.

POWER STATIONS - GREENHOUSE EFFECT
50. Mrs WATKINS to the Minister for the Environment:

Will the Government take into account the potential impact on the greenhouse
effect in making its decision about a power station?

Mr PEARCE replied:

That is a particularly interesting question because the question of the impact
of greenhouse gas has arisen recently in relation to the discussion currently
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surrounding the need for a greater energy production resource in Western
Australia and the decision to be made by Cabinet on the advice of the Minister
for Fuel and Energy in a few months' time, when the Government clearly will
be looking very closely at potential greenhouse gas impact. The greenhouse
gas debate came and went in the public sense but we are facing - not just as a
State or a nation, but as a planet - a very great problem with the greenhouse
gas effect if it turns out to be as accurate as many people think. The reason I
make this point is that on the radio the other day the member for Collie, in an
address which supported in a very gung ho way her own constituents and their
coal production, was very dismissive of the proposition that greenhouse gas
emissions should be taken into account when it camne down to making a
decision about a power station. That is the reason [ tend to support a gas fired
power station, if that is possible. As my colleague the Minister for Mines has
pointed out, many other factors must be taken into consideration. This should
be an important consideration. On the radio the other day the member for
Collie said, in effect, that, "It might be the case that over a 40 year period a
coal fifed power station will generate 128 million tonnes of CO 2 to put into
the atmosphere, but no one is saying that a gas fired power station would not
produce 100 million tonnes over the same period to put into the atmosphere."
I am advised that those figures are not quite accurate on either account.

Dr Tunibull: They are pretty close.

Mr PEARCE: Even if they are pretty close, there is difference between those two of
a 20 per cent reduction. That is, if one had a gas fired power station, it would
result in a 20 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions over that time, or
over any time.

Dr Turnbull: I did not say "greenhouse"; I said "carbon dioxide".

Mr PEARCE: There are ways of making coal bum more cleanly than that, which
would have a lesser impact on the greenhouse effect. This State Government
has set a 20 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions as an important
objective, and that has now been picked up by other State Governments and
by the national Government; it also has been taken upon a worldwide basis.

Dr Turnbull: How do you set about achieving that?

Mr PEARCE: One way of achieving it might be to have a gas powered station
instead of a coal powered station; there would be a 20 per cent reduction just
by doing that.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTFY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr PEARCE: I know many other factors must be taken into account, including
economic ones, but I was perturbed by the ease with which the member for
Collie was prepared to dismiss greenhouse gas emissions as if they were of no
consequence. They are of great consequence. I hope the member for Collie is
not speaking for her party or, for that matter, the Opposition generally.

FRANKING MACHINES - M1ISThRIAL MISUSE INQUIRY
51. Mr MacKINNON to the Acting Premier

(1) Has the Government initiated inquiries to ensure that no Ministers have
misused franking machines allocated to their ministerial or departmental
offices?

(2) If not, will the Deputy Premier give a commitment to the House that such an
inquiry will be made as a matter of urgency and the outcome reported to the
Parliament?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(l)-(2)
1 understand there is a question similar to this on notice in relation to that
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matter, and the Leader of the Opposition can wait until we get that question
on notice. [ can also tell him this: In looking at the matter of where
Ministers' franking machines may or may not be, or on what Ministers may or
may not have spent their stamps in relation to various issues, as I said the
other night in respect of having a Royal Commission, 1 do not see any reason
for our not to go back a few years to see where Ministers in days gone by
might have spent some of their stamp money.

HOMESWEST - WILLAGEE
Redevelopment Plans

52. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Housing:

Has the -

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! How long are members going to continue with
this charade? Yesterday when the member for Kenwick stood up exactly the
same thing occurred. I think perhaps the House owes an apology to the
member for Kenwick because for two days running she has had difficulty
even starting her questions.

Dr WATSON: Has the Minister seen the article on page 38 of the current Canning-
Melville Times and could she expand on Homeswest's redevelopment plans
for Willagee?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:

I have seen the article on page 38 of the Cann ing-MelIville Times. I am
pleased to tell the House that it was written as a result of an invitation
extended to the journalist by Homeswesr to look at some of its redevelopment
in the Belmont and Redcliffe areas. As a result of that visit by the journalist a
positive and, I would say, almost glowing article was written. I would hope
that the member for Melville would take the opportunity to read that article.
In particular, I would like the member for Melv ie -

Mr Shave: Did the Minister read headlines about glowing support for high density?
The people in Wiillagce do not support high density living.

Mrs HENDERSON: The member for Melville is not prepared to listen. He could
read in the article that the scurrilous comments he made in this place last week
that the redevelopment of Willagee would result in people living like sardines
were wrong. The article points out in a factual way that the total number of
residents in the redevelopment at Willagee will be approximately the same as
the number of people living there in the 1950s when the suburb was first
constructed. The member ought to show a lot more concern to giving his
constituents the opportunity to choose the kind of housing that suits them -

Several members interjected.
Mrs HENDERSON: They should be given the opportunity to exchange -

An Opposition member: What sort of choice is that?

Mrs HENDERSON: I will tell the member about the sorts of choices available.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Kenwick asked the question. I
do not believe it is up to the Minister to answer questions across the floor
during her answer.

Mr Shave: She is talking to me.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! While the Deputy Speaker is on his feet,
interjections are not in order at all. I am warning the member for Melville. I
have given him a fair go. As someone has just pointed out, perhaps it is
something to do with lunch. I had a good lunch also, but I suggest that
interjections be kept to a reasonable minimum.
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Point of Order

Mr SHAVE: The impression I am getting is that the Minister is talking across the
Chamber to me. If she wishes to talk through you, Mr Deputy Speaker, I have
no objections.

Mr Pearce: The Minister is speaking to the whole house.

T'he DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! That is not a point of order. My recollection is
that the interjections started from my left rather than the other way around.
However, in the interests of fairness, I ask the Minister to direct her remarks
to the Chair.

Questions without Notice Resumed

Mrs HENDERSON: I am pleased to make my comments through you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, and to reflect on the fact that the member for Melville has conducted
a scurrilous campaign in giving the impression to his constituents that they
have been offered less than appropriate housing.

In response to the question, the redevelopment of Willagee will offer people
the opportunity to choose between exchanging 30 year old housing, most of
which has reached the end of its economic life, for detached housing,
duplexes or units.

After reading the article in the newspaper, I call on the member for Melville
to offer his constituents the opportunity to upgrade their housing. It is their
right and their choice. The member should refrain from giving the impression
chat somehow those people will be forced into the redevelopment. The
Government has no intention whatsoever of resuming any land; the
Government will not force any person to exchange a current house for another
house. The Government is offering people a choice of new housing to replace
30 year old housing.

I am delighted to comrment on the article appeaning in this week's local
newspaper.

FRANKING MACHINES - TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT
New Postal Franking Machine No P13 130074

53. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Was the Minister in his previous capacity as Minister for Transport aware that
a new postal franking machine was purchased for the Department of Transport
and licensed under No PB 1300074 at the Nedlands Post Office in October
1989?

(2) If yes to (I), was this new machine purchased to replace the one that was
transferred to his electorate office from the Department of Transport at
Nedlands?

(3) If yes to (2), what was the purpose of transferring the original machine to his
electorate office.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I believe that question may be in order, but I draw
to the attention of the House the question of sub judice. I have had occasion
to give considerable thought to that matter in the last few hours following last
night's question. My conclusion is that there is a convention, although not a
firm rule in this House, that matters - those that may be before the courts - that
may be prejudiced by discussion in this place are not widely canvassed.

At the discretion of the Speaker, matters may be discussed or questions may
be asked. Before the Minister gives his reply, I will make two points: In my
view the question is very simnilar, although not quite the same, as the question
the Minister has already answered. Second, I warn other members that if in
framing questions they do not keep the sub judice rule in m-ind their questions
will be ruled out of order.
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Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) No.

Not applicable.

PULP MILLS - CEREAL STRAW PULP MILL
Central Wheatbelt Proposal

54. Mr LEAHY to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

Would the Minister outline the proposal for a cereal straw pulp mill in the
central wheawbeir?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

I am pleased to outline the details of the proposal because I believe it is a very
exciting one for Western Australia. It is a first, as far as Australia is
concerned. It represents a significant contribution to the development of
enronmentally sound and sustainable industry in Western Australia. It will
also make an impact on the massive imbalance of balance of trade in paper
and pulp by exporting about 95 000 tonnes of pulp to the South East Asian
market.

At present an environmental report is being compiled which will be submitted
to the Environmental Protection Authority. The mill will produce unbleached,
high yield pulp suitable for corrugated cardboard. No sulphur,
organochlorides or dioxides are produced. Effluent is used to recover gas
which will satisfy 90 per cent of the mil's energy needs. I am confident that
it will get approval and create a major employment opportunity in the central
wheatbelt area. The project is expected to create 250 jobs, with 45 people
directly employed in the mill.

The project will particularly benefit the farmers in the area in terms of
increased income from supplying straw to the mill. Another benefit will be
the increased infrastructure in the central wheatbeir. The waste resources of
straw which are frequently burnt will also be utilised. This obviously makes a
contribution to the reduction of greenhouse gases. It also reduces the load of
demand on wood-based pulp and helps protect our forests. AUl in all the mill
offers a great opportunity to the central wheatbelt. I hope that members on
both side of the House will consider that the case.

The member for Warren asked whether this mill will replace the mill referred
to in a question last night; of course it will not. This is a different proposal.
One good result from the proposal is that it will use a resource which might
otherwise go to waste, although sometimes it is used for farm feed. One of
the great problems with a proposed pulp mill in the south west was that the
early proposals involved the cutting of far greater amounts of native forests
than could be sustained under the termns of the timber strategy. That was my
concern in relation to a pulp mill in the south west. Importantly, the Premier
has indicated that any pulp mill will be based on plantation forestry, just as
indeed the proposed pulp mill in the whearbelt is also, in a sense, based on a
smaller version of plantation forestry. This makes good environmental sense.

TROUBLESHOOTERS AVAILABLE - BUILDERS LABOURERS FEDERATION
No Strike Provisions Agreement

55. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:
(1) Is the Minister aware that recently a company known as Troubleshooters

Available has an agreement with the Builders Labourers Federation which,
among other things, includes clauses on "no strike" provisions and flat hourly
rates?

(2) Can the Minister inform the House whether the Government has a policy on
this type of agreement?
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(3) Can he indicate whether the Government will give a commnitmrent now that it
will not intervene in any disputation arising in the commission between
companies involved in this agreement and other unions?

Mr TROY replied:
(1)-(3)

Anyone who has an interest in the development of labaur relations would
certainly have knowledge of the events of the last week. From the outset,
when the Government first me: the people from Troubleshooters Available,
we indicated that they would be able to operate in this State provided that they
do so within the terms of the law. Our position has not changed on that. The
details of the agreement have only just been made available to me, and a
number of questions can be asked in relation to it; for example, the questions
of workers' compensation, occupational health payments and award
operations and their payments all arise. I sought an opinion from Crown Law
regarding these questions. In terms of the undertaking the Leader of the
National Parry is seeking, I am not in a position to make a decision on those
matters before the Crown Law report is put before me.


